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Battle lines drawn

for change in 2026

Newham will be a major political battleground in 2026
as residents vote for a new Mayor and Councillors. After a
turbulent year in which the Borough has been hit hard by
cuts, increasing homelessness and growing poverty the
May elections could prove a turning point.

Here the three major parties set out their visions for
the future. Newham Voices will provide unrivalled local
coverage of all the parties in the coming months to make
sure our readers are fully informed of the crucial choices

ahead of them.
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independents j
writes: “As  we
look ahead to 2026, Newham
faces a year that will be defined
less by headlines and more by
the everyday realities residents
are living with. The most im-
portant changes we need to see
are practical ones. A renewed
focus on truly affordable hous-
ing, the cost of living and re-
building trust between the
Council and the communities
it serves.

Housing remains the single
biggest issue. Too many fam-
ilies are stuck in temporary
accommodation for far too
long and too many residents
feel locked out of secure, gen-
uinely affordable homes. In
the coming year, Newham
must shift from short-term
fixes to long-term solutions
that prioritise stability, trans-
parency and value for money.

Alongside this is the con-
tinuing pressure of the cost
of living crisis. Even as infla-
tion eases, household budgets
remain stretched. Supporting
local businesses, protecting
essential services, and ensur-
ing residents can access advice
and support will be critical.

Finally, 2026 should be a
year of democratic renewal in
Newham. Residents want to

be listened to, not managed;
involved, not informed after
decisions are made. Whether
it’s neighbourhood planning,
transport changes or com-

munity safety, meaningful
engagement must become
the norm.

If we get these priorities
right, Newham can move for-
ward with confidence, fair-
ness and a stronger sense of
shared purpose.”

ouncillor
Nate Hig-
gins, Lead-

er of the Green
Opposition  on i
Newham Council, said: “As
Newham enters 2026, we are
facing the worst homelessness
crisis in the country and deep
cuts to vital local services
from libraries and communi-
ty centres to social care, while
soaring council tax means we
are paying more for less. Major
developments, like Labour’s
expansion of London City Air-
port and the Silvertown Tun-
nel, will continue to shape the
Borough and unfair parking
policies hit those least able to
pay. We share the anger at the
Council’s failure to stand up
for human rights, including
Labour’s refusal to meaning-
fully oppose the genocide tak-
ing place in Palestine.

Green Opposition council-
lors have punched well above
our weight this council term.
We’ve secured stronger social
housing requirements, made
streets safer, reduced planned
cuts to council tax support,
and ensured residents have a
bigger voice in Council deci-
sions. We have called out their
policy of shipping homeless
residents well outside of the
Borough and reducing eligibil-
ity for support.

In the year ahead, we will
challenge Labour’s attempts
to prevent real divestment
from genocide, continue to
fight for fairer parking, defend
libraries and other essential
services from savage cuts, and
push for a Borough that works
for everyone rather than just
the powerful.Next year brings
hope - we have a once in a
generation opportunity next
year to genuinely unseat a
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Labour Council that has taken
this Borough for granted.
Greens will stand clearly on
residents’ side, campaigning
to ensure Newham is safer,
fairer, and greener for all.”

orhad Hus-
sein, Labour |
candidate to

be next Mayor of
Newham said:

“I welcome each new year
with hope, but too many resi-
dents still struggle to make ends
meet every day. That makes me
angry, and it strengthens my
resolve to deliver the changes
Newham needs.

If ’m elected Mayor, my
leadership will be honest and
open, totally focussed on get-
ting things done. We’ve spent
months listening to local peo-
ple, what they’ve told us is rea-
sonable: get the basics right.
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A Council I lead will start
there. We’ll introduce dedi-
cated neighbourhood teams
in every area to tackle street
crime, anti-social behaviour,
litter, noise and dumping.

We'll invest an extra £10
million to clean our streets
and open spaces and keep
them clean, crack down on
fly-tipping, and introduce free
bulky waste collections.

We’ll fix parking so it’s sim-
ple and fair, with free first per-
mits and one hour of free park-
ing for permit holders across
Newham. We’ll also hold area
ballots on major local changes.

The Council I run will work
openly with residents and
local businesses; by working
together we can deliver last-
ing change.

I’m ready to give Newham
fresh impetus and improve
daily life for the people who
live here.

Hello Sunshine! School shares solar power

See page 5
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Council Notebook By Peter Landman

Jobs and £750 million promised as
historic markets move to Newham

Peter Landman reports from the
December Council meeting

ayor Rokhsana Fiaz told Ne-

l \ / S wham Council’s meeting on 8

December that London’s his-

toric Smithfield and Billingsgate mar-

kets could be coming to Newham with

plans to develop a site at the end of

the runway of the City Airport in the
Royal Docks.

Under the plan, which will bring
around an extra £750 million into the
local economy and create about 2,200
new jobs, the markets will occupy
a new site at Albert Island, near the
airport on land earmarked for wider
regeneration.

Most traders from both markets
have agreed to move together to a new
site, although the current markets will
stay open until at least 2028, accord-
ing to the City of London Corporation,
the current owner, which says time is
needed to get planning permission and
an Act of Parliament that will allow
the existing markets to close.

The Council also dealt with two
major issues on the political agenda -
migration policy and climate change.

Councillor Rita Chadha, Labour,
Cabinet Member for Adult Social
Care, submitted a motion: Newham a
Borough of Sanctuary — advocating for
a responsible immigration policy.

The proposal not only covered
immigration policies but focused on
the consideration of the issue in deal-
ings with local communities and she
warned that badly thought out immi-
gration policy could damage commu-
nity relations.

Her key recommendation is to urge
Newham Council, in line with its status
as an approved Borough of Sanctuary,
to maintain the expectations for cre-
ating a culture of welcome, inclusion
and empowerment for migrants com-
ing to Newham.

She called for letters to be sent to
Newham'’s three MPs urging them
to support the creation of safe legal
routes for migrants. She also called on
the government to support legal routes
and to back immigration policy that
upholds the human rights of migrants.

The motion, which was carried
unanimously, also sought to link
community cohesion with migrant
policy and for co-operation with
Newham’s voluntary sector to ensure
that migrants can access advice and
support on pathways to engage with
the community. For more information
contact Rita.Chadha @newham.gov.uk

On climate issues, Councillor John
Whitworth, Labour, Cabinet Member
for the Environment, Air Quality and
Climate Emergency, introduced a two-
year impact plan building on the 2023

Albert Island image via City of London
Corporation/Facebook

Just Transition Action Plan, which had
set out a statement of principles, six
futures and key objectives.

The “six futures” included an energy
system not dependent on fossil fuels,
getting about without pollution from
a car, and reuse of waste for a circu-
lar economy. The key objective was to
reduce carbon emissions.

The report noted the progress over
the past two years with community
energy schemes, pocket forests, and

the warm council home programme
which has seen 359 homes become
fully energy efficient. The Council has
received £10 million. But more funding
is needed.

Councillor Danny Keeling, Green
Party, said the 359 were only a small
portion of Council homes; and that
the report neglected to refer to flood
defences for properties close to areas
of flood-risk in the Borough. More
information from john.whitworth@
newham.gov.uk

Finally, questions from councillors
included one from Femi Falola, Labour,
asking about establishing a police sta-
tion in High Street North, East Ham.
Responding, Councillor Amar Virdee,
Deputy Mayor, said the Council was
already working in partnership with
the police. Councillor James Beckles,
Labour Custom House, asked about
anti-social behaviour, fly-tipping and
unclean space near housing associa-
tion properties.

Get a year of local news

Sign up for an annual supporter package
and get 12 issues of Newham Voices
straight to your inbox or door.

£50 per year for

12 digital copies

delivered to the

email address of
your choice

£84 per year for
12 print copies
delivered to the
postal address of
your choice

Sign up for our email newsletter

Each month Newham Voices publishes more stories than
we can fit into our printed newspaper.

Sign up for our email newsletter to get the best of our stories
delivered straight to your inbox: eepurl.com/hO7HE5
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Councillor condemns
attacks on Muslim women

NICK CLARK, Local
Democracy Reporting Service

I ]’ewham councillor Sabia Ka-

mali (pictured) has spoken out

against Islamophobic attacks
on women in the Borough. She told
the Council meeting on 8 December of
recent incidents, including a woman
who was punched in the ribs in Plais-
tow - and that a rock was even thrown
at her eight-year-old daughter.

Cllr Kamali said that as someone
who wears the hijab she had “walked
the streets in fear”. She said she and
her daughter were the victims of
an unprovoked assault outside her
home shortly after the Hamas attacks
against Israel on 7 October 2023.

“After 7 October my daughter — who
was eight — became a victim of hate
crime, she said, “I had just picked her
up from school. T parked outside our
home. A man threw a stone, smashing
the back window - just missing her.
She sat surrounded by broken glass.”

Cllr Kamali says she has been told
of other instances of Islamophobic
attacks on women. “These incidents
rarely make national headlines, yet
their impact spreads silently among all
Muslim women in this Borough.”

The Labour councillor made her
speech to mark the United Nations’ “16
days of activism against gender-based
violence” campaign and said she
wanted “to ensure women like myself
are finally seen, heard and protected”.
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Huge 7,000
home plan
agreed for

Silvertown

Plans for a huge 7,000-home
development in Silvertown have
been approved by councillors in
Newham. The development of
the south-east corner of Royal
Victoria Dock will also include a
primary school, leisure facilities,
shops and restaurants.

The proposal, which council-
lors agreed in December, will
create four “neighbourhoods”,
including “local centre” adjoin-
ing Mill Road with shops, restau-
rants, and offices and at its heart,
at Pontoon Dock, there will be
waterside bars and restaurants.

Royal Docks Shipyard
plan still a ‘priority’
Building a shipyard at the
Royal Docks in Newham
“remains a priority” despite
new plans to move Smithfield
meat market and Billingsgate
fish market there (See Page
Two), says the Greater London
Authority.

Newham Council has already
granted planning permission
for a major regeneration pro-
ject and although the existing
plans include building “the
first shipyard on the Thames
for over a century” they
didn’t at that time include
any wholesale food markets.
A GLA spokesperson told the
Local Democracy Reporting
Service (LDRS) the new ship-
yard “remains a priority” and
that “discussions are ongoing
about how the boatyard can be
built alongside the markets”.

Hammers thank NHS

West Ham United supported
the secret hampers campaign
aimed at celebrating NHS

West Ham United Thank You NHS

staff through their ‘Thank You
NHS’ - 70 hampers to 70 hos-
pitals’. The initiative is per-
sonally funded by Club Chair
David Sullivan.

The festive West Ham
United themed  hampers
were delivered to staff at The
Royal London Hospital in
Whitechapel, where former
player, Michail Antonio, was
treated after his road traffic
accident in December 2024.
whufc.com

E6-Sisters award

E6-Sisters Community was
awarded the Community
Impact/CSR award at the
Newham Chamber Business
Awards 2025, at a ceremony on
5 December at The Old Town
Hall, Stratford.

Funmi Adeojo, CEO and
Founder, said:, “Our mission
is simple: take what you need,
not what you’re given, because
dignity, choice, and reducing
waste truly matter. E6-Sisters
was born on my kitchen table,
and today we stand here as

Renewal Programme @SimonKing/Renewal Programme

winners because our com-
munity chose to walk with
us. This recognition belongs
to our volunteers, our young
helpers, our hosts, and every
family we support.”
e6sisters.co.uk

Renewal Boost

Renewal Programme has suc-
cessfully secured funding
from the National Lottery to
expand their community hub
over the next four years.

The funding will be used to
reimagine and resource their
RenewAll Hub and engage
the local community to cre-
ate opportunities where peo-
ple can improve their health,
build relationships and feel a
sense of belonging.

Renewal Programme com-
munity sign up day 21 January,
12-2pm, Renewal Programme,
395 High Street North, E12 6PG
renewalprogramme.org.uk

Cash for animal trust
Celia Hammond Animal Trust
has been named as one of
the animal charities that will
benefit from a £2.43 mil-
lion donation from comedian
Ricky Gervais.

Celia Hammond Animal
Trust said on social media:
“Thank you, Ricky, you truly
are our angel for the animals.”
celiahammond.org

Do you have type 2
diabetes?
UCL is inviting people aged
25-40 with type 2 diabetes to
take part in an online work-
shop to help shape an aware-
ness campaign

Online sessions are avail-
able: Monday 19 January,
6:00pm - 7:30pm or Thursday
22 January, 6:00pm - 7:30pm

Attendees will be given a
£20 voucher.

Spaces are limited to 15 peo-
ple per workshop and will be
allocated on a first-come,
first-served basis. To take
part, sign up by Friday 9th
January at: https://tinyurl.
com/ykj4ch3n

For further information,
please  contact: = Edward.
Barrett@UCLPartners.com

Tribute to Ivaline

Ivaline White (pictured below)
settled in Forest Gate in 1973.
For many years Ivaline would
use the vegetables that she
grew on her allotment in
Plaistow, to make soup for
the night shelter project at
Emmanuel Parish Church in
Forest Gate. She would also
bring cuttings of her plants for
the bazaar.

Ivaline passed away aged
99. Her funeral service, con-
ducted by Canon Ann Easter
at Emmanuel Parish Church,
was attended by more than 150
people.

Ivaline leaves five children,
19 grandchildren, 39 great
grandchildren, and  great-
great grandchildren.
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SHOW UP
FOR NEWHAM

From solo gym sessions to fitness classes
with your friends, your local leisure centre
is the perfect place to get you moving.
Show up your way and join

the community.

Advertisement

better.org.uk/newham

RYL ., in partnership with
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Arsenal, London, SE18 6SX. Inland Revenue Charity no: XR43398 NEWHAM eW am on on

For a healthier you \\/
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Canning Town school first to share
solar power with local community

community energy project that
Agenerates green energy from a

primary school and shares it with
nearby homes has begun delivering its
first power.

The pilot project by E.ON Next saw
more than 220 solar panels installed
at St Luke’s CEVA primary school in
Canning Town. The school effectively
benefits from discounted electricity,
with a portion of the power also shared
to neighbours at a reduced price.

The project was formally launched
with a blessing by Reverend Amy Stott,
the vicar of St Luke’s.

The solar panels, alongside
E.ON’s technical expertise,
allow us to use our

large roof to help reduce

electricity bills for the
community we serve,

Matt Hipperson, Headteacher at St
Luke’s said: “This partners perfectly
with the original trust deed for the
school of over 150 years which relates to
serving the community. The solar pan-
els, alongside E.ON’s technical exper-
tise, allow us to use our large roof to
help reduce electricity bills for the com-
munity we serve.”

Amy Stott added: “We are so grate-
ful to E.ON for working with us to

see our wonderful school and church
become even more at the heart of
serving Canning Town.”

Speaking at the launch event, Ramona

Vlasiu, Chief Operating Officer at E.ON
Next, said: “There are more than 20,000
primary schools across the country,
not to mention the potential of other

schools, universities, public buildings
and car parks, so the opportunity to turn
these into clean energy hubs that sup-
port their communities is enormous.”

Godwin Junior School
gets an Olympics lesson

Ellard, pictured below, spent an
afternoon with Godwin Junior
School talking about setting goals and
achieving dreams.
The visit was organised by NatWest
Thrive, a programme designed to help
young people build self-belief, confi-

7

ParalympicsGB swimmer, William

i

dence and help reshape the way they
think and learn about money.

Will won three medals at the Paris
2024 Paralympic Games including gold
in the 200m freestyle S14 where he set
a new world record.

NatWest is the banking partner of
Team GB and ParalympicsGB.

William Ellard with students from Godwin Junior School

Maths department
is number one

has been declared winner of the
2025 Bernice McCabe Award, or-
ganised by the education charity PTL

The maths department at Plashet was
chosen due to its significant strides in
improving the teaching and learning
of maths as meaningful, engaging
and accessible. This improvement has
been driven by the department’s vision
that every student regardless of back-
ground or ability should experience
mathematics as meaningful, enrich-
ing, and accessible.

A major focus has been on staff
development.

Sadia Ali, maths teacher at Plashet
School thanked PTI for its profes-
sional development support. She said:
“Every time I go to one of The PTI
events, I come back with more passion
to be a teacher.”

The £5,000 prize and trophy are
awarded annually to an exceptional

Plashet School’s maths department

Sadia Ali and Simon La from Plashet School
accept the 2025 Bernice McCabe Award

department which demonstrates the
ethos and values of The PTI through
their work within and beyond the
curriculum.
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We love reporting on local news in
Newham but the business of local

news publishing is really hard

Between 2007 and 2022, the

::] number of local journalists
employed by major news

:-] publishers in the UK dropped
::{ by two thirds from 8,847 to

-:] 2,830. And 293 local newspapers

have closed since 2005.

We make local news freely

-1 available to people in Newham
:f: but local newspapers are not
free to produce. Last year,
published over 400 news
stories in Newham Voices.

We distributed 150,000 free

copies of the paper.

] We ran important news stories

-1 such as our in depth reporting on

Newham’s housing crisis and its
impact on local communities.

We amplified the positive side
of life in Newham with our
detailed coverage of arts,
cultural and sporting activities.

Our supporters and our
advertisers make it possible
to continue writing, editing,
printing and distributing
Newham Voices. It is never
less than a struggle.

We’re looking for patrons who
can donate £500 or more to
support Newham Voices to
thrive and grow.

Email patrons@socialspider.com for more information
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Campaign to keep chllden s hospice open

amilies of children pre-
Fwously supported by

Richard House Children’s
Hospice, which closed just be-
fore Christmas, say promises
of continuing care are not be-
ing delivered.

On 7 December the hospice
trustees agreed to stop all hos-
pice services. Now families
report an abrupt loss of respite,
crisis, palliative and end-of-
life care. Parents say they are
unclear about what to do in the
event of an emergency involv-
ing a medically fragile child.

Although there have been
public pledges of continuing
support, the families claim
these have not led to accessi-
ble or appropriate care.

The Save Richard House cam-
paign, an independent, par-
ent-led effort which is explor-
ing every viable option to keep
the hospice open, says other
providers and sector bodies are
in touch with the independent,
parent-led group.

The Chief Executive of
Together for Short Lives, Nick
Carroll, has also offered to help
broker urgent conversations
between relevant bodies in the

interests of children and fami-
lies. Families say they are now
awaiting meaningful engage-
ment from the North East
London Integrated Care Board.

Parents say that on 15
December the campaign for-
mally put forward a ready-
to-go interim board, comprised
of individuals willing and able
to step in immediately to stabi-
lise the charity. This proposal,
they say, demonstrated how,
under renewed governance,
there are credible, solution-led
financial arrangements capa-
ble of guiding Richard House

Hospice and Trust out of crisis
and restoring services.

The interim board was pre-
pared to act that day in order
to protect safeguarding and
preserve care for families over
Christmas. As Newham Voices
went to press, they said no
response has been received
from either the Trustees or the
Integrated Care Board.

A spokesperson for the Save
Richard House said: “What is
being said publicly does not
match what families are living
through. We are not being sup-
ported or reassured in practice.

Services stopped suddenly,
without transition planning,
and parents are being left to
manage safeguarding risks
alone. That is not safe.”

Richard House has supported
families in Newham and across
East London for over 25 years
and has been a lifeline for
children with life-limiting and
complex conditions.

Three Newham MPs - Sir
Stephen Timms, James Asser
and Uma Kamaran - have
called on all sides involved to
work together urgently to find
a solution and the campaign
organised a protest outside
Richard House on 20 December
calling for transparency, open
dialogue and urgent action to
prevent further harm.

Calverton School
closure confirmed

ewham Council has for-
| \| mally announced that
because of falling pu-
pil numbers and a £1.1million
budget deficit it can’t afford to
keep Calverton Primary School
in Custom House open. The
school will close next year.
Sarah Ruiz, responsible for
education, told councillors
at the Cabinet meeting on 16
December she was ‘“really
sorry that it has come to this”
as the closure was approved
writes the Local Democracy

Reporting Service. She said the
school - which her daughter
once attended - was “really
close to my heart”.

But Cabinet members were
told that some schools are
having to reorganise classes
and cut staff to cope with
falling pupil numbers. But
Calverton is in an even worse
position than others because
its pupil numbers have fallen
faster than others. The closure
takes place after consultations
with parents and staff.

Advertisements

Green Street
Glow Garden

Bringing Newham to life with light!

This February join Culture Within Newham for
Green Street Glow Garden ; afree, magical
five-day event filled with illuminated glowing
creatures and interactive installations forall ages.

SCANTO
LEARN MORE

12-16 February 2026, 3-7pm
Queen's Square, Green Street, E13 9JJ
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@& OUT AND ABOUT IN NEWHAM

Our Chief reporter Neandra Etienne on events that reflect culture, history and heritage in Newham

EXHIBITION

V&A East Museum, designed
by architects O’Donnell +
Tuomey, will open with its
first exhibition, The Music is
Black: A British Story.

V&A East Museum will bring
together art, design, fashion,
music, and performance, in a
five-storey space right next
to their East Bank partners
London College of Fashion,
UAL, BBC, Sadler’s Wells
East and UCL East. V&A East
Museum is sister site to the
V&A East Storehouse, which
opened in May 2025.

V&A East Museum is free to
all and opens on 18 April 2026.

Tickets for The Music is Black:
A British Story, will be available
to purchase in early 2026.
vam.ac.uk

Words Matter is a multi-dis-
ciplinary exhibition showcas-
ing the work of twelve artists
through spoken word, perfor-
mance or writing, confronting
the legacy of eugenics at UCL.

Free events in January take
place at UCL East Marshgate,
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park,
Stratford, with tickets are
available from Eventbrite.

Events include Black Super-
heroes workshop: reclaiming
portrait photography on 24
January, from 2pm - 5pm and
PostHuman: Live performance
and Q&A with CRIPtic Arts on
29 January, from 5.30-9pm.
ucl.ac.uk/ucl-east/pub-
lic-art-and-art-campus/
words-matter

Newham Voices was invited
to the performance of the
energetic and entertaining
panto Mama Goose.

Composer, lyricist,
musical director and
performer Robert Hyman,
from Newham, wrote the
music for Stratford East's
panto Mama Goose and co-
wrote the lyrics alongside
Vikki Stone.

Until 3 January 2026
stratfordeast.com

\{e} Robert Hyman ©Neandra Etienne

PRIDE

Apply for a LGBT+ History
Month 2026 Shocking Pink
Pound market stall by 9am, 5
January.

The Shocking Pink Pound
Market will take place in
February at  Woodgrange

Market Forest Gate
newhamlgbthistory.org

COSTUME

Founder of Sakafet Lon-
don Jennifer Laurent-Smart,
who was born to parents of
Dominican heritage and grew
up in Newham, was one of the
costume makers for ZooNa-
tion’s Ebony Scrooge by Dan-
nielle ‘Rhimes’ Lecointe, who
also has Dominican heritage.

26 November - Sunday 4
January 2026

ZooNation: The Kate Prince
Company, Ebony  Scrooge,
Sadler’s Wells East, E20
sadlerswells.com

Ebony Scrooge ©®Pamela
Raith Photography
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MUSIC

D] G Smallz, who was born
and raised in Newham, live
streamed on East Ham High
Street.

He told Newham Voices about

his relationship with the
Borough: “I’ve kept connected
to Newham through Wenty’s
in Forest Gate and Alkaline
Roots in Plaistow, and family.

“I stream live daily in differ-
ent locations across the globe
however I love to come back to
Newham whenever I can.”

He has tracks under the
name G Smallz and 2ton avail-
able on streaming platforms.
@djgsmallz

Breakin Convention ©Belinda-Lawley

UD Music are inviting produc-
ers, songwriters, musicians and
vocalists, aged 18-25, to take
part in their Writing Camp on
28 January at Talent House, 3
Sugar House Lane, Stratford E15
The Writing Camp will be
supported by their in-house
engineer Likkle Jay
The application deadline is
14 January.
udmusic.org

LIBRARIES

Digital Spaces VR Tour, sup-
ported by the BFI with fund-
ing from the National Lottery,
takes place at Newham librar-
ies on the following dates:

- Custom House: 6 January at
1lam

- Canning Town: 6 January
at 3pm

- East Ham: 7 January at 1pm
and 9 January 1pm

- Plaistow: 8 January 1pm

- North Woolwich: 8 January
at 4pm

libraries.newham.gov.uk

DANCE

Sadler’'s Wells’ free in-per-
son dance classes and online
workshops starts from 12 Jan-
uary. Classes include flamenco
with Lucia Caruso; on Wednes-
days, Indian contemporary and
Bollywood with Showmi Das;

and on Fridays, lindy hop with
Korantema Anyimadu.
Academy Breakin’
Convention open day for pro-
spective students for ages
16-19 is on 16 January.
sadlerswells.com

\AN=)

A Young Makers Market will
take place on 31 January at the
Market Place East Ham.
themarketplaceeastham.
co.uk

All events are subject to change.
Please email your event details
and news to neandra.etienne@
newhamvoices.co.uk

Free creative workshop

he Newham Poetry

| Prize is launching a new

phase of its programme

with a full day of creative

workshops on Saturday 24

January, taking place at the

University of East London’s
Docklands Campus.

The workshops will be
facilitated by Prize founder
Be Manzini and local music
makers Eklipse and Shadé
Joseph.

The day is designed to sup-
port residents preparing sub-
missions for Barz And Stanzas
Soundscaped (BASS), a new

archive that will set selected
poems and lyrics to music.
To take part entrants
must work, study or live
in Newham and be 18 or
over. BASS aims to cele-
brate the Borough’s diverse
voices, preserve its stories,
and platform local creative
talent. Entries close on 31

January.
Culture Within Newham,
who are commissioning,

welcomed the next steps for
Newham Poetry Prize, after
the project started this spring
with a writing competition.

Stella Toonen, Director,
said: “The last Prize pro-
ject saw local people who
were new and old to poetry
taking part together. Some
people performed their work
for the first time. In future,
Newham Poetry Prize will be
creating more opportunities
for local people.”

To participate in the
workshops and/or submit
to BASS, visit @newham-
poetryprize on Instagram or
email newhampoetryprize@
gmail.com for further infor-
mation. Participation is free.
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— AYEAR IN REVIEW

2025: We're broke, but sti

Turmoil and resignations at the
town hall, the sad passing of
treasured Newhamites, but still
some reasons to be cheerful. 2025
had it all, as Jean Gray reports

January

There was not much to warm those
cold January nights as Newham Voices
reported that Applecart Arts had lost
its funding and supporters rallied to
argue their case, unsuccessfully, at the
Council meeting. It was bad news too
for Newham’s only remaining dedi-
cated bereavement counselling ser-
vice, based in Grange Road, Plaistow.
The charity drop in centre also had its
plea for funding turned down, even
though the closure of MIND’s bereave-
ment centre had massively increased
its workload. Perhaps the Council had
other priorities, not least investing £20
million in an action plan to improve
fire safety after a lacerating report on
its housing performance exposed by
the social housing regulator.

February

Newham began to feel the effects of
having opposition councillors after
some years as a ‘one party state’. The
majority Labour group won the vote
on a crisis budget that would stave
off bankruptcy but at the cost of a
10 per cent rise in council tax, a 2.7
per cent rent increase, and the sale of
Debden House, a much-loved facility
offering holidays in the Essex coun-
tryside for Newham children. There
was strident opposition as the leader
of the Independent Group, Mehmood
Mirza, launched a petition to stop
the 10 per cent council tax hike. And
Councillor Nate Higgins, Leader of
the Green Group, told Newham Voices:
“It takes a special kind of reckless-
ness for Labour to increase council
tax by a whopping 10 percent while
gutting council tax discounts for our
most vulnerable residents.”

But the crisis failed to put a damp-
ener on the Borough’s celebrations
for LGBT+ History Month with events
taking place all over Newham.

March

As the clocks went forward, we
reported on more reasons to be cheer-
ful. The Council managed to squeeze
some financial support from the
government to avoid bankruptcy.
International Women’s Day and World
Book Day were celebrated with gusto,

Patchlarks children’s session
©Claire Lawrie

and Councillor Sabia Kamali, chief
executive of Sisters Forum, met King
Charles at Buckingham Palace in rec-
ognition of her exceptional humanitar-
ian work supporting women affected
by domestic violence. March also saw
the start of a debate that would run
throughout the year over a campaign
calling for a low traffic neighbourhood
scheme in the Woodgrange and Capel
area of Forest Gate.

And some much needed good news
for Hammers fans as West Ham beat
Arsenal 1-0 at the Emirates stadium.

April

The controversial Silvertown tunnel
opened with a complex list of charges
and exclusions, countered by news
that Newham Council had taken part
in setting up a project enabling local
people to invest £50 in the environ-
ment through the organisation Green
Energy Newham.

May

In one of the saddest issues of the year,
our correspondent Mickey Ambrose
paid tribute to his friend Lorraine
Tabone, a tireless, hands-on cam-
paigner for the rights of homeless peo-

ple whose death prompted a massive
outpouring of grief across the Borough.
Lorraine set up the charity Lola’s
Homeless after experiencing some
hard times herself. She was loved and
respected by the hundreds who knew
her and who benefited from her wis-
dom and courage. Newham lost a true
champion who is still much missed.

But thoughts also turned to the East
End’s past when we celebrated the
8oth anniversary of the end of World
War II in Europe on 8 May.

June

Warmer days were definitely here as
we reported on summer in the park,
Forest Gayte pride and Hollywood
filmmaker Alberto Corredor saying he
would rather stay living in Newham
than move to Los Angeles.

But there was increasing contro-
versy surrounding the use of cars in
the Borough as the Council announced
a shake up of parking and charging
policies, putting out proposals for
consultation which would penalise
owners of the most polluting cars.

In the same issue we reported on
opposition to a low traffic neighbour-
hood scheme in the Woodgrange and
Capel area of Forest Gate, highlighted
in our March issue.

July

With the warmth of high summer came
two heartwarming stories for Newham
Voices. The Prime Minister Sir Keir
Starmer may have since taken back his
comments on ‘Islands of Strangers’
when talking about immigration, but
not before one local school had the
chance to come at this from a dif-
ferent angle. To mark Refugee Week,

Stratford Manor’s pupils took the idea
a step further with a moving dance
performance entitled ‘Lift the Ban:
See Them, Hear Them, Enable Them’
highlighting a ban on asylum seek-
ers working. The children said they
wanted coverage in Newham Voices, so
we were delighted to send along our
correspondent Simon Shaw..

In the same issue, we reported an
award to Newham Library Service,
given by City of Sanctuary UK, a
nationally co-ordinated network of
organisations that welcome refugees
and asylum seekers. The winners of
the first Newham Poetry Prize were
also announced.

August

No traditional silly season for
Newham Voices. We reported the sad
death of popular Labour Councillor
Neil Wilson, Cabinet Member for
Health and Adult Social Care, and
ward member for Plaistow South.

But the big news was the Labour
Party’s sudden announcement that
Mayor Rokhsana Fiaz would not
be standing for re-election in May
2026. Ms Fiaz outlined some of her
key achievements:“I have loved the
opportunity to make our Borough
fairer, more tolerant, greener and
healthier, more democratic and more
prosperous for all.”

But it had been a turbulent year for
Ms Fiaz. Faced with an unprecedented
crisis in homelessness and social care
demands, the Council was grappling
with the threat of bankruptcy. It was
also scrambling to answer a scath-
ing report by the Regulator of Social
Housing for “very serious failings,”
with thousands of council home
repairs still to be carried out. This
led to the resignation of the Council
Cabinet Member for housing services
Shaban Mohammed but there were
calls for Mayor Fiaz to go as well.

There was also the astonishing
spectacle of the Mayor herself taking
the Council to an employment tri-
bunal. She said she had been a vic-
tim of race and sex discrimination
in 2022. She withdrew the claim in a
settlement that was unclear, but the
Council, although denying the claims,
agreed to pay more than £30,000
towards her legal costs.

September

A campaign was launched to save
Newham’s award-winning libraries
from cuts.

There is also cause for great pride
as nine-year-old Darcy Tosun made
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Darcy Tosun_

his debut appearance on the West End
stage in a play at the National Theatre.

The East End celebrated the life of
its very own film star Terence Stamp
who died aged 87.

And West Ham fans were out for
blood, demanding action from the
club’s directors to halt the team’s
demise.

October

Protest and outrage over the Newham
exhibition that nobody wants - The
Arms Fair, once again held at the
Excel Centre. Among the hundreds
of protesters were trades unionists,
religious and community leaders
representing all sides of Newham’s
diverse population.

How refreshing then to be able to
publish in the same issue winning
entries in the We Love West Ham
Park photo competition, reflections
of nature, peace and tranquility, all
still available on our website.

More trouble for Labour as they
suffered a chastening defeat in the
Plaistow South Council by-elec-
tion when Newham Independent
candidate Md Nazrul Islam won
with 913 votes — almost double that
of the Labour candidate Asheem
Singh. Victory meant the Newham
Independent group became the offi-
cial opposition party with four seats.

November

Another sad story: the tragic and
somewhat mystifying death of a
homeless woman, Daniela Terciu,
who was found dead in the canal
at Three Mills Lock Stratford on 18
September. Police arrested a man on
suspicion of murder, but released him
three days later without charge.

The incident has been extremely
upsetting for vulnerable people in
one of Stratford’s poorest areas who
are still mourning Daniela, a much-
loved member of their community.

“People are very upset,” said
Samantha White, manager of
the Carpenters and Docklands

W support every day to hundreds of

homeless people. “How do we say
goodbye when we don’t know what
really happened?”

But our Editor in Chief, Aidan
White, reporting on the story, was

= unable to find out very much from

the police, such as whether there will
be an inquest and where it might take
place. Is there going to be a funeral

' so that people can pay their respects

to Daniela?

Daniela Terciu
WP Temans

December

We were able to report that as a result
of our story about Daniela, local MP
Uma Kumaran is asking questions of

the police.
There was bad news for the hun-
dreds who attend the popular

Carpenters Estate foodbank which
was facing eviction by the Council-
owned Populo Living. Our corre-
spondent Richard Stubbs reported
that the foodbank had been given a
reprieve until after their Christmas
party in early December. However,
it would then be expected to move
into four portacabins as part of the
estate’s massive redevelopment. But,
as Richard Stubbs noted, the work
delivered at the centre cannot pos-
sibly be carried out within the new
space.

But there was cause for joy also,
thankfully, as the year ended. The
December issue was full of stories of
achievements by schools and others
across the Borough, Plashet School
and Newham College to name but
two. A good end to the year and we
look forward to bringing you all the
news that matters to you in 2026.
Happy new year to readers and all our
many contributors. If you would like
to write for us, get in touch at info@
newhamvoices.co.uk

Community News |
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Fears for East Ham
activist on hunger strike

including Kamran Ahmed who

comes from East Ham, have
been taken to hospital as a result of
hunger strikes.

Ahmed’s case is being followed
by East Ham MP Stephen Timms as
concern mounts over his health and
that of eight other prisoners taking
part in the hunger strike.

Ahmed, aged 28, and other pro-
testers, have spent a year on remand
awaiting trial and according to Sky
News, he has been taken to hospital

Five Palestine Action prisoners,

twice since collapsing in his cell on
21 November.

He was arrested in November 2024
and is one of 24 people accused of
involvement in a Palestine Action
intervention at the Bristol facility
owned by Israel’s biggest weapons
maker Elbit Systems.

His sister Shahmima Amal organ-
ised a protest outside Pentonville
prison in November over his deten-
tion and she told Sky News that his
lengthy imprisonment is taking a
toll on their parents.

Young Newham Voices
speak out on the budget

SHOFA MIAH

oung people in the Borough,
Ypictured below, have told Ne-
wham Voices that they are less
than impressed with the November
budget of Chancellor Rachel Reeves.

We asked a few local students what
the budget means for them.

At last the two-child benefit cap
has been lifted said Rosa Nowers, but
she told us: “looking at the drastic
effects the policy has already had
on families with three or more chil-
dren, it raises the question of why
it wasn’t removed sooner? Anyway,
the removal of the cap feels like a
distraction from the more negative
impacts of the budget, such as fiscal
drag, which affects working people
far more than the wealthy.”

Liliana Noor said: “The Budget
froze income tax thresholds, creating
a ‘stealth tax’ that quietly increases
the amount people pay over time.
As wages rise, young workers end
up paying more tax, reducing take-
home pay. This especially affects
graduates and early-career earners,
who already struggle with high rent
and living costs. Freezing thresh-
olds may unfairly burden younger
generations.”

The generational impact also wor-
ried Margot Dare who said: “The
budget favours pensioners with
increased income, while young peo-

o - T . g, < e | .
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ple face rising challenges. The budget
provides no specific aid for young
first-time homebuyers and priori-
tises older people’s financial security
over the needs of young people.”

Chiekeziem Amadi criticised the
new plan for a ‘tourism tax’, which
would let local councils charge a
small fee for overnight stays in
hotels: “For young people, this
could impact upon school trips,
and vyouth sports tournaments.
Atttracting young people to the UK
could become harder for the average
family. Supporters say the money
could help sectors that tourists
rely on, like parks and transport.
However, this policy may make the
UK less competitive and affect jobs
in tourism.”

Finally, Vesper Anthun Pollock said:
“As a young person with three sib-
lings of my own, the most impact-
ful policy to me is reducing poverty.
Rachel Reeves optimistically brought
her new policy to Parliament claim-
ing it would lift 450,000 children out
of poverty. Nonetheless, concerns
about welfare spending remain.
Government should take the lead in
promoting financial literacy to help
people better understand govern-
ment finances.”

These brief testimonies illustrate
why young people should be con-
sulted over policies and decisions
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Council drops traffic
scheme for Forest Gate

controversial plan to
create a low-traffic
neighbourhood system

in the Woodgrange and Capel
Road area of Forest Gate has
been dropped after consulta-
tion with residents.

The Council had hoped to
establish a Woodgrange and
Capel people-friendly streets
project, but the plan also failed
to get vital funding support
from Transport for London.

As a result, the Council is
now planning to invest over the
next two years in improving the
junction of Woodgrange Road,

Romford Road and Upton Lane,
which will see this busy inter-
change transformed to improve
road safety.

The original low traffic
neighbourhood plan sharply
divided opinion among resi-
dents in Forest Gate and was
reflected in the three well-at-
tended  public = meetings
organised by the Council in
September and October.

A summary of those meet-
ings has been made avail-
able by the Council and can
be found here: tinyurl.com/
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Science Fair
set for 2026

he third annual Newham
TCitizen Science  Fair

takes place on 28 March
at the University of East Lon-
don’s Royal Docks Centre for
Sustainability (RDCS) and will
have focus on young science
leaders in the Borough.

The organisers are invit-
ing local individuals, groups
and organisations to take
part. Several local schools are
already involved as well as
students and lecturers from
University of East London and
University College London.

To participate or get more
information visit:  https://
newham-citizen-sci-
ence-fair.uk and use the “Get

Image via Google .
mvrpjj24

Involved” link.

Uma takes aim at ‘nefarious times’

Simon Shaw finds hard-working local
MP Uma Kumaran full of surprises

he omens for this interview were
| not good — an old leftie reporter
confronting a government MP.

There were so many tricky questions
- a government with a huge majority
that had apparently achieved so lit-
tle, and seems to be in a death spiral,
bleeding support to both the right and
left and which appears to be driven by
fear of upsetting big business and los-
ing support to Farage’s Reform UK -
rather than governing in the interests
of people in areas like Newham.

But there is always room for surprises
and I came away from the interview
with Uma Kumaran, MP for Stratford
and Bow, convinced she will do her
best to champion our area: “A lovely
constituency, the best,” she said.

She is passionate about our his-
tory — name checking the likes of Keir
Hardie and the East London Federation
of Suffragettes on her website. She has
also lived and studied in the area (at
Queen Mary University) and professes
to be “A Hammer till T die” - with
legitimate concerns about relegation:
“It doesn’t look great does it?”

Uma is clearly a grafter. We spoke
the day after the November budget
when she sat in the Commons for six
hours until she got her chance to speak
about its impact on Newham. And she
had just returned from the COP climate
talks in Brazil (she has a background in
climate advocacy). On the day we met
she said she was exhausted as a result
of already putting in a 90-hour shift.

Uma also clearly cares; at our meet-
ing in Unit 6 in Stratford Centre her
departure was delayed as the waiter
wanted to talk to her about the exorbi-
tant cost of his car insurance.

WHAT’S YOUR
HOPE FOR
DEMOCRACY?

t
Uma Kumaran‘and Simon Shaw

ponder political challenges

But there were some spikey
exchanges. Newham Voices challenged
her on the proscription of Palestine
Action; would her hero Sylvia Pankhurst
have approved? And what about the
proposed legislation on immigration -
what would have happened if this plan
was in place when her parents fled
pogroms in Sri Lanka?

She was patient. “Look Simon,” she
said, “these are nefarious times, there
are forces trying to tear us apart. The
social contract Britain has, has not
been upheld in the last 14 years. Society
has turned its back on our very poor-
est, our asylum seekers and refugees,
we need to rebuild that trust to get the
British public to a place where there is
trust on both sides”.

On the banning of Palestine Action,
there are plenty of ways to protest, but

WHO IS HOPE?

UK Foriloment's Lege Suffrogatts, namsd by the
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“this is not the way” she says. She tells
me that the Home Secretary is privy to
more information than either of us.
She has spoken to members of the
Knesset and the Palestine Authority
and the priority is to get aid into Gaza.
“My immediate concern is to get aid to
the children,” she says.

In Uma’s constituency, the election
turnout was the below the national
average and her share of the vote was
44 percent - which according to the UK
Parliament website represents a 26.4
percent drop. Like many Labour back-
benchers, Uma might be concerned
whether she will retain her seat.

She has a further challenge, in a con-
stituency that straddles two boroughs,
she works with two different elected
mayors, two police commanders, and
around 150 councillors. The area faces

major crime and housing problems.
She had just got back from a ‘drive
through’ with Forest Gate police. She
relishes a challenge and there are plenty
- Newham has the longest social house
waiting list in the country at 42,000,
high levels of child deprivation and a
council that is broke. She talks about
the moral shame of homelessness, but
when pushed on the emptiness of the
Carpenters Estate, she says that we
cannot put people into unsafe housing.
I rewind to our mutual interest in
local history and the fact that her
parents fled pogroms in Sri Lanka
and found sanctuary in East London.
Uma’s Labour colleague in the House
of Lords, Alf Dubs (who arrived in the
Kindertransport fleeing persecution in
Germany) has said government propos-
als on immigration are “performatively
cruel,” arguing they will increase ten-
sions, rather than showing compassion
for vulnerable people fleeing danger.
Uma notes that we are meeting on
Maaveerar Naal, an annual day of
remembrance observed in the Tamil
diaspora to honour those who died
fighting in the Sri Lankan civil war.
Given her family history she says she
is well placed to advocate for refugees.
She bridles over the suggestion that
the state will have the legal authority
to take the jewellery from those seeking
sanctuary in the UK to cover their costs:
“It’s not happening, jewellery is not
going to be taken off of people — we will
bring in legal safe routes”, she insists.
“T am a Labour MP, but I have my
own moral compass, having been
stress tested these proposals will allow
us to be a country that welcomes ref-
ugees. But they must buy into British
values. We have massive waiting lists,
but we need to know who is coming in
and out of our country.”
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Row as family of six faces eviction

NICK CLARK, Local
Democracy Reporting Service

family living in social
housing in Plaistow are

pleading with Newham
Council not to evict them.
Shauni-Leigh Tyson, her
four children and her partner
Adam, are due to be evicted on
23 January due to unpaid rent.
But they say “extremely bad
damp and mould” has caused

—

Protest over eviction threat

health issues that affected
their ability to pay.

The Council says it is work-
ing with the family to find an
“equitable solution” to avoid
eviction.

Shauni-Leigh moved into
her council home in Plaistow
in 2014.

However, she says the house
soon developed damp and
mould problems that affected
her family’s health, including
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LICENSING ACT 2003
Application for a New
Premises Licence

LICENSING ACT 2003

Application for a New
Premises Licence

We Hush Festival Ltd have applied

to NEWHAM COUNCIL for a premises
licence for Central Park, Central Park
Road, E6 3AB so that the following
licensable activities may be provided on
the following days and hours:

I, Mr. Hiteshkumar Chimanbhai Patel

has applied to NEWHAM COUNCIL for

a premises licence for Rahi News, 22
Upton Lane, E7 9LN so that the following
licensable activities may be provided on
the following days and hours:

This licence will permit a maximum of 6

hol for ion off the

P

Sale of al

events days per year. (T y

« The sale of alcohol — Tues-Thur, 17:00-
22:00 and Fri-Sun, 11:00-22:00.

« Regulated entertainment (film,
live music, recorded music, dance,
anything similar), Tues-Thurs, 17:00-
22:30 and Fri-Sun, 11:00-22:30.

« Opening hours Tues-Thurs, 17:00-23:00
and Fri-Sun, 11:00-23:00.

Newham Council’s Licensing Register is
kept at the office of the Licensing Team,
Town Hall, 328 Barking Road, East Ham,
E6 2RT. (open 10am to 4pm Monday to
Friday), 020 3373 1925, where details of
the application may be inspected.

Any representations against the
application must be made in writing and
received by the Licensing Team at the
above address, by no later than Friday
16th January 2026.

Individuals, businesses and other
bodies may make representations
in relation to the application.
Representations must be relevant and
can only be on the licensing objectives
of the prevention of crime and disorder,
public safety, the prevention of public
nuisance, and the protection of children
from harm. Copies of all representations
will be sent to the applicant. Persons
making representations will have to
appear at the Councils’ Licensing Sub-
Committee.

Note: It is an offence, liable on
conviction to a fine up to £5,000 for
an applicant to knowingly or recklessly
make a false statement in connection
with the application.

pr
+ 07:00 to 23:00 hours from Monday

to Saturday
« 07:00 to 22:00 hours on Sunday
Remove conditions 18, 19 and part of 20
as per application. Add condition: “no
single cans or bottles of beer, lager or
cider to be sold at the premises.”

Newham Council’s Licensing Register

is kept at the office of the Licensing
Team, East Ham Town Hall, Barking
Road, East Ham, E6 2RP. (open 10am to
4pm Monday to Friday), 020 3373 1925,
where details of the application may be
inspected, any queries should be sent to
licensing@newham.gov.uk

Any representations against the
application must be made in writing and
received by the Licensing Team at the
above address, by no later than 14th
January 2025.

Individuals, businesses and other bodies
may make representations in relation to
the application. Representations must
be relevant and can only be on the
licensing objectives of the prevention
of crime and disorder, public safety,
the prevention of public nuisance, and
the protection of children from harm.
Copies of all representations will be
sent to the applicant. Persons making
representations will have to appear at the
Councils’ Licensing Sub-Committee.

Note: It is an offence, liable on
conviction to a fine up to £5,000 for
an applicant to knowingly or recklessly
make a false statement in connection
with the application.

her partner Adam’s ability to
work.

Shauni-Leigh told the Local
Democracy Reporting Service
(LDRS): “It’s affected one of
my children’s health to the
point where she needed a
pump, steroids and anti-his-
tamines.”

She added that the damp had
been so bad she’d also had to
throw away several posessions.

Shauni-Leigh said: “T've had
to chuck away two sofas, bed-
ding, books, bags - anything
you can think of that is related
to the home, I’ve had to chuck
away. Curtains, clothes - a
lot of clothes, mattresses, bed
sheets.”

The London Renters’ Union,
which is supporting her case,
says the mould also affected
Adam’s ability to do his man-
ual job.

It says that this, combined
with other benefits problems,
left the family unable to pay
rent for a period.

It also claims the fam-
ily complained to the Council
about the damp and mould
“repeatedly” but that it wasn’t
fixed until September this year.

The Council says it com-
pleted the repairs in a “timely
manner, as and when we were
able to access the property”.

However, the Council issued
Shauni-Leigh an eviction
notice two months later.

London Renters Union says
the family agreed a repayment
plan with the Council but that
the threat of eviction remains.

It has called on the Council
“call off the family’s eviction
in time for Christmas”.

A Council spokesperson told
the LDRS the authority is still
working with Shauni-Leigh’s
family to find a solution that
will halt the eviction.

The spokesperson said: “We
have been working with the
family to find an equitable
solution for the rent arrears to
be cleared.”

LOCAL NOTICES Published 29th December 2025

Go Dry in
January

SHEILA NURSIMHULU

ether youre go-
ing alcohol-free for
the first time or re-

turning to the challenge af-
ter previous years, and if you
need help, contact your local
wellbeing groups, community
hubs, and health teams.

If you think you or a friend
has a problem with alcohol
or drugs and you/they need
professional support, you can
contact the following local/
London-based services:

- CGL Newham Rise (Adults

Substance Misuse Service)

- Newham Drug & Alcohol

Service
- Resolve Care
- Turning Point
Let’s make Dry January 2026
a positive, uplifting month.
Here's to a fresh start!
healthwatchnewham.co.uk/
event/2026-01-01/dry-janu-
ary-2026

Get your paper

Pick up Newham Voices
all across the Borough!

Check out where
newhamvoices.co.uk/
pick-up-your-copy

Book your licence advert or notice with

your local community newspaper

Email for a quote to licences@socialspider.com or call
Klaudia Kiss 07732 000 430 or Mark Brown 07728 520 116

Next publication date: 30 January | Booking deadline: 27 January
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Fresh start for the Spotted Dog Inn

ewham’s oldest secular

| \ | building, the historic Old
Spotted Dog, is set for a
major renovation and relaunch.
Council planners last month
gave the go-ahead for the
transformation of the former
hunting lodge in Forest Gate,
which will include a complete

restoration, including a new
hotel and flats.
Real estate company

Highpride Properties has been
granted permission to reno-
vate the Grade 2-listed build-
ing with plans for two blocks of
22 flats and an apartment hotel
next to the pub in Upton Lane.

The plan will reveal and
restore the original Tudor,
Georgian/Early Victorian, and
Late Victorian/Edwardian ele-
ments of the building and will
involve the reinstatement of
windows and brickwork using
materials and detailing to
match the historic fabric.

The pub’s fascinating his-

Old Spotted Dog

tory includes it being featured
in Daniel Defoe’s fictionalised
retelling of the pestilence in
London A Journal of the Plague
Year. In his account the pub
was used as a refuge for peo-
ple fleeing the disease running
rife in the capital in 1665 and
again the following year fol-
lowing the Great Fire.

The site is next to The Old
Spotted Dog Ground, home
to the oldest senior football
ground in London, continu-
ously in use since 1880 and
since 2020 owned and oper-
ated by Clapton Community
FC, which consistently attracts
over 500 spectators per game.

The downside is that due
to costs the developers say it
is not viable to include social
housing in the plans, although
there is a commitment to give
Newham residents at least 35
percent of the construction
jobs, and half the jobs in the

new pub and hotel.

It’s raining cards
for Gilbert at 100!

JULIA OMARI

n 3 December RAF vet-
Oeran Gilbert  Clarke

reached his 100th birth-
day, sparking an outpouring of
appreciation from across Ne-
wham, London and the wider
Caribbean community.

One of the highlights of
his special day was the 100th
birthday card from King, but
the royal message was only
the beginning. A special birth-
day card drive, led by 14-year-
old student Adanya, added a
uniquely local and personal
touch to the celebrations.

Inspired by Gilbert’s war-
time service and his commu-

Gfilbert Clarke |(centre) with his family

nity, Adanya rallied support
from students at the London
Design and Engineering UTC,
and young business owners
at the Ultra Education Youth
Market in Brixton. As a result
she presented Gilbert with 101
birthday cards, with heartfelt
messages and expressions of
gratitude to one of the few
surviving West Indian veter-
ans of the Second World War.

Gilbert, the father of six,
grandad of 11, great grandad
of ten and great, great gran-
dad of three more, spent his
birthday at home surrounded
by his family who said they
were deeply moved by the
many cards.

‘Selfless’ mother of six,
Lorna, is carer of the year

orna Still’s husband Ali
Lsuffered a devastating

brain injury in an electric
bike accident in 2022.

Since then, Lorna has pro-
vided care for Ali and their
six children at their home in
Beckton.

Now Lorna has been hon-
oured with a national award,
for her unwavering dedication
to caring for her husband, by
the charity Headway.

She was presented with
the Carer of the Year award
at a ceremony in London in
December.

Following the accident, Ali
was airlifted to Royal London
Hospital, where he spent three
months before being dis-
charged to Blackheath Brain
Injury Rehabilitation Centre.

He now lives with complex
medical problems, including a
communication disorder, epi-
lepsy, and is partially blind
and deaf in the right ear.

Lorna was 16 weeks preg-
nant with their youngest child
when Ali had his accident,
giving birth while her hus-
band was still in hospital.

She was recommended for
the award by friends for her
strength and continually giv-
ing to others.

She said: “I'm so grateful for

Lorna with her family

the support network I have-
from friends and neighbours
organising childcare and doing
the school run for me to drop-
ping food off so our family can
eat - from the bottom of my
heart, thank you.

“At the time doctors didn’t
think that Ali was going to
survive, and they told me to
prepare for the worst, because
it was a lot of damage.

“But he’s a fighter and he
fought through.”
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Advertisement

2016 - 2026 | A decade of building a poetry movement

NEWHAN
POETRY ]_[I
GRUUP | YEARS

Weekly poetry sessions - Creative writing workshops
Book launches - Open-mic events - Spoken-word workshops
Community festivals - Reading corner - Poetry performances

Guest poet events - Book swaps - Youth poetry projects
Anthology launches - Social drop-in sessions
& much more
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@ SOMETHING’S BREWING @

Phil Mellows is saddened by the demise of a landmark pub
that was so old it survived a fall out with the King of Prussia

g |

MENU
AOST |

Edward VII, on Stratford Broadway,

ceased trading. It’s just another pub
casualty, of course, but places like this
hold a wealth of memories for those
who used it, including myself.

I spent far too many hours there
while working at the Stratford Express,
which occupied an office a few doors
down in the late 1970s, and again in
the early 1980s when, in a failed effort
to escape journalism, I did a degree at
North East London Poly.

Thinking about those days, I can
remember so many incidents and con-

:[n the final weeks of 2025 the King

versations, tangible and precious
moments over pints of Charrington’s IPA
at the Eddie, as we called it, though my
dad always referred to it as “the King of
Prussia”, a name which changed in 1913,
when we fell out with the Prussians.

The building, in fact, goes back two
centuries before that (the doorways
are a surviving feature) and is Grade 1II
listed, which gives it some protection,
yet its future as a pub is now extremely
uncertain.

From what I hear, Stonegate, the
owner, will have to spend a lot of money
to get it into trading shape. The last

Fruits of our labour

BY RON INELL
Friends of West Ham Park

he orchard as suggested by its

| name comprises apple, pear,

walnut, almond, medlars, plum

and ash totalling approximately

40 trees. A variety of fruit bush-

es, namely raspberry, black and red

currents were planted as well as the

blackberries which Mother Nature
placed there.

The plans for the orchard were
originally drawn up in 2010 with the
planting taking place in 2011 and has
always been maintained by the rang-
ers and volunteers ever since.

Unfortunately in the early years,
some of the trees were either broken
or damaged and along with the pear
trees did not survive.

. mehds of West'

Hﬁm Park/FaceH,g ;

If you venture into the orchard now
you will notice that works are being
lead by ranger Chris and assisted by
volunteers Chris and Nicholas and

time T called in, it was clearly tired and
neglected. It’s not an example of a good
pub suddenly closing under extreme
commercial pressures. It’s a pub that’s
been run down over a long period.

Yet, as well as the challenges of
investing in its fabric and finding the
right person to run it, wider economic
conditions in 2026 are not conducive
to its reopening.

The Eddie won’t be the last
to close, I fear, unless it’s
recognised that pubs are
not ordinary businesses
..but form a part of our
social infrastructure, much
like an essential utility, a
vital space where future
memories are made.

Hopes that there might be substance
to the government’s platitudes around
support for the “great British pub”, as
Chancellor Rachel Reeves called it, were
dashed by the latest Budget. Publicans
will face soaring business rates this
year on top of the rising employment
costs that have already forced many to
cut staffing and reduce opening hours.

The Eddie won’t be the last to close,
I fear, unless it’s recognised that pubs
are not ordinary businesses that must
be left to navigate the economic winds
by themselves, but form a part of our
social infrastructure, much like an
essential utility, a vital space where
future memories are made.

members of the Friends of West Ham
Park, to weed and mulch the existing
tree pits, create some new ones and
remove the brambles from the wall.

A dead hedge is in the process of
being constructed against the wall
which will provide the birds and
wildlife in the park with sanctu-
ary. This is being done in readiness
for new trees and shrubs along with
strips of meadow flowers between
the trees.

In the springtime, when the blos-
som bursts forth on the established
trees and the meadow flowers and
perhaps the shrubs come into bloom
making the orchard a haven for bees,
butterflies and other pollinating
insects, that will all help to keep our
park the beautiful gem that it is, and
hopefully always will be.
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Good
reads in
Newham

he Newham Bookshop in Bark-
ing Road tells us these are the
top sellers this month:

 Sound Waves: Music in Newham
By Katherine Green and Lucy
Harrison (editors)

- Winter’s Song
By Angela Harding

 The Once and Future Riot
By Joe Sacco

* Rock, Paper, Incisors
(Illustrated by Jon Klassen)
By Amy Timberlake

- Bunny vs Monkey:
Intergalactic Monkey Business!
By Jamie Smart

- Tiger, It’s Snowing!

By Daishu Ma

— Compiled by David Ceen, Newham Bookshop

AMGELA
B HARDIMNG

IOESA Y

THE ONCE AND
FUTURE RIOT

+t\|:|,ﬂ‘ll£‘f EU Wﬂ'sf ..
8
e e

ROCK PAPER

IMCISORS
T g 3 -
AMY TIMBERLAKE Tlc!“. lTs
s B larRs by Fas AlandEs s"o"l"ﬁ! ]

For full details or to request a copy, Visit:
newhambooks.co.uk
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SPORTS SHORTS

Compiled by Neandra Etienne

Alexander Iwobi and Calvin Bassey
Image ©Rex Shutterstock
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The World Cup 2026 draw took place
on 5 December 2025. England, who
are in group L, will face Croatia,
Ghana and Panama.

Ezri Konsa, from Newham, and
West Ham United captain Jarrod
Bowen play for the England national
football team.

World Cup 2026 takes place in the
USA, Mexico and Canada from 11 June
- 19 July.

Fulham players Calvin Bassey and
Alexander Iwobi, who grew up in
Newham, play for the Nigeria national
football team.

The Africa Cup of Nations (AFCON)
is scheduled to take place in Morocco
between 21 December 2025 and 18
January 2026

Black Girls Do Run (BGDR) is an Eng-
land Athletics affiliated grassroots
community running club founded by
runner Tasha Thompson in 1999.

The January dates for the Stratford
run are 5 and 19
blackgirlsdorun.co.uk/east-london

West Ham United are scheduled to
play QPR in the third-round of the FA
Cup on Sunday 11 January 2026

West Ham United will provide
British Sign Language interpreta-
tion for match days at the London
Stadium for the 2025/26.
whufc.com

Newham has been named as one of
the boroughs that will benefit from a
share of Sport England’s £250 million
investment, aimed at boosting physi-
cal activity in communities.
londonsport.org

James is a Forest Gate-based Health
Coach, England Athletics qualified
Run Leader and HOKA Racer, and he
has just launched a new local running

project called Kindred Runners.

The sessions are free, except the
couch to 5k which is a paid pro-
gramme.

All sessions run around Forest Gate,
Maryland, and Stratford on a mix of
road and trail.

+ 12 January - 9am - Social skm -

Meeting at Tamping Grounds
- 14 January - 7pm - Speed Session

- Meeting at Jubilee Pond Car Park
- 16 January - 9am - Social s5km -

Meeting at Back To Ours

Booking: bookwhen.com/kindre-
drunners

B@kindredrunners

Kindred Runners
©Danny Easton

Stratford Juniors FC are scheduled
to play CCFC Men’s Development for
the Hackney Marshes Super Cup on 11
January 2026 at 10.30am at Hackney
Marshes E9

CCFC Women’s first team are sched-
uled to play a home game at the Old
Spotted Dog ground against Ashford
United at 2pm on 25 January 2026
claptoncfc.co.uk

Duffy Boxing, founded by three pro-
fessional boxing champions, Ciaran
Duffy, Johnny Nelson and Spencer
Oliver, is located in the Olympic Park
Stratford.

Ciaran Duffy told Newham Voices, “We
pride ourselves in offering a welcoming
and friendly atmosphere at Duffy’s, and
welcome anyone from the local area,
who’d like to train in boxing.”
duffyboxing.com

Zumba Gold 12 January

The Well Community Centre, 49
Vicarage Lane, E6
bonnydowns.org

Bonny Downs free youth Football ses-
sions for ages 8-14 and 15-18 takes
place on Thursdays at Bobby Moore
Sports Pavillion E6 2SG

Youth activities re-opens 8 January.
Email youth@bonnydowns.org

Bonny Downs Sport and Fitness
activities for the over 65s include
Bowls on 14 January
Chair-based exercise 12 January

Dates and times of all games and events
are subject to change. Please email your
sports news, games and fixtures to nean-
dra.etienne@newhamvoices.co.uk

A young poet
inspiring the Borough

KAYLA MARIE TROY

emmy’s journey at Ne-
| wham-based youth organi-
sation Fight for Peace show-
cases the powerful impact that
creativity, confidence, and commu-
nity support can have on a young
person’s development. Arriving as
a quietly confident newcomer, she
has grown into an emerging leader
whose work now inspires her peers
across Newham.

Temmy first connected with Fight
for Peace through judo and fight-
ing fit sessions, later becoming part
of the personal development group
Lutadoras and the youth leader-
ship programmes Youth Power and
Future Light. These opportunities
strengthened her resilience, leader-
ship abilities, and sense of purpose.
As she grew within the commu-
nity, her gift for creative expression
became increasingly clear, and she
soon began inspiring others through
her work.

Temmy’s creative path accelerated
earlier this year when she took part
in spoken word workshops delivered
by local partner YouPress, and for-
mer Fight for Peace team member
and rapper Richard Roach (Roachee).
Motivated by this experience,
Temmy wrote and performed an
original poem at the Arts Council-
funded Young Creatives exhibition I
Love My Newham, ‘Still’. Her piece,
which celebrated the diversity and
spirit of Newham, captivated the
audience and marked a defining
moment in her artistic journey.

Since then, Temmy has planned
and delivered several spoken word
workshops for young people at the

Temmy, image
©Alexander Ramsaf@##®

Academy in North Woolwich, offer-
ing safe and creative spaces for oth-
ers to express their feelings, share
their experiences, and build confi-
dence through art.

Her leadership has now extended
beyond Fight for Peace. Temmy
recently ran a creative workshop for
the Newham Youth Partnership’s
Future Light group at Stratford
Youth Zone, marking her first step
in taking her work Borough-wide.
She also led at Beckton Globe in
November as part of the Newham
Festival of Stories.

Fight for Peace supports young
people aged 7-25 to reach their
full potential in life through pro-
grammes combining boxing and
martial arts training, education,
employment and mentoring sup-
port, and leadership opportunities.
For more information visit fight-
forpeace.net or email info@fight-
forpeace.net



ON THE
* BALL

There were things to cheer about in West
Ham’s match against Aston Villa but they
need to hit the back of the net if they want
to avoid relegation, says Mickey Ambrose

ince West Ham’s 3-2
Shome win against Burn-

ley, performances have
been much improved, up un-
til the crushing defeat against
Manchester City.

With  draws away to
Bournemouth, Manchester
United and Brighton Hammers
came into the game against
top four Aston Villa facing a
stern test. They didn’t dis-
appoint and were out of the
blocks straight away after an
incredible 29 seconds, with
Mateus Fernandes scoring the
fastest goal in the Premier
League this season.

But Aston Villa came to the
Olympic Stadium with a plan
quite simply a ‘Do or Die’
attitude. Even when they are
not at their best, their hun-
ger knows no bounds at the
moment. They were stretched

Arne MUseler/www.arne-mueseler.com, CC BY-SA 3.0

by West Ham, who led twice
before squandering a vital win
in their relegation struggle.
Unai Emery’s indefatigable
side dug deep for a response
and emerged victorious for the
15th time in 17 games thanks

to a virtuoso display from
Morgan Rogers who inspired a
second-half turnaround. What
a performance. This was Villa
in fighting mode. They trailed
2-1at half-time and were sec-
ond best for long spells, but

Sports |

they refused to roll over. West
Ham, still stuck in the bottom
three despite producing one of
their best performances under
Nuno Espirito Santo, just
could not put them away but
the good news is that they are
creating chances.

They were pegged back by
Rogers early in the second half
and then, just when it seemed
that West Ham were gearing
up for a late push, the England
international made Nuno’s
side pay for granting him extra
specs, and he made it 3-2 with
a goal that owed everything to
wondrous technique and appe-
tite for risk. It was a rocket
from Rogers, off his gifted right
foot and flying into Alphonse
Areola’s top-right corner.

West Ham have not kept a
clean sheet since 31 August.
Nuno has not fixed their
defensive ills since replac-
ing Graham Potter and he
bemoaned his side’s failure to
hold on to a winning position
for the second consecutive
week. “This is something we
are not able to do - control and
manage the game when we are
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Points make prizes

in front,” West Ham’s man-
ager said. Why is it happen-
ing? “I wish T could give you
a proper answer with a proper
solution,” Nuno replied.

The frustration for West
Ham is that they did a lot well,
with  Soungoutou Magassa,
Fernandes and Potts competing
in midfield. Yet Nuno despaired
when Villa pounced after
Paquetd lost possession in the
50th minute. Youri Tielemans
was away down the right sec-
onds later and his cross reached
Rogers, who controlled before
scoring from close range.

But at least West Ham kept
going. Even if Bowen had a
goal disallowed for the tightest
of offsides Nuno Espirito must
be very pleased with his team’s
performance, but points make
prizes and West Ham must
start winning games to avoid
relegation to the Championship
as the New Year begins.

Meanwhile, Happy New Year
to Newham Voices readers.

Mickey Ambrose is a former
Chelsea and Charlton player who
lives in Stratford.

Billy Bonds: A legend among West Ham legends

MICKEY AMBROSE

illy Bonds MBE was and
Balways will be West Ham.
Bonzo, as he was known
by so many associated with the
club, will never be forgotten. A
fierce and passionate warrior
on the pitch and a gentleman of
supreme integrity off the pitch.
Billy Bonds was the West
Ham Captain who lifted the FA
Cup Twice in 1975 and 1980,
he managed the club into the
Premier League and was voted
the club’s greatest-ever player
in 2018. The club named the
East Stand at the London
Stadium in his honour in 2019.
West Ham gave Bonds a show
of appreciation before Sunday’s
Premier League home game
against Liverpool, with fans all
around the ground participat-
ing in a minute of applause.
Captain Jarrod Bowen, who
held Bonds’ number four shirt
aloft throughout, spoke about
the legacy of his predecessor
before the opening whistle.
“He’s probably going to go
down as West Ham'’s biggest
legend and the best club cap-
tain they’ve had. He achieved

so much, and I’ll never emu-
late that success, but to put on
the captain’s armband like he
did is a big thing for me.”

On its website, West Ham
described Bonds as “an
extremely private and loyal
man” who was ‘“completely
devoted to his family”.

The club said he was “never
one to crave the limelight,”
and was “universally loved,
respected and admired by
his team-mates, players and
supporters”. West Ham also
offered its condolences to
Bonds’ daughters, Claire and
Katie, and granddaughters,
Eloise and Elissa.

Born in Woolwich on 17
September 1946 to football
fans Arthur and Barbara, both
Charlton supporters, he had a
variety of jobs as a young man,
but his true calling was on the
field. Billy joined Charlton as
a teenager. At Eltham Green
School, a teacher would tell
him: “Your brains, Bonds, are
all in your feet.”

Ironically, in 1960, he and
his Moatbridge teammates
were presented with winners’
trophies by non-other than

Bobby Moore. Bonds recalled:
“Being a Charlton fan, I knew
that the blond, well-built fella
sitting up there was a West
Ham player, but I didn’t really
know any more than that.”
Seven years later, they would
become teammates.

Billy played 100 matches for
Charlton Athletic, before his
£50,000 transfer to West Ham
United in May 1967, signed by

Image via West Ham
United/Facebook

the future England Manager
Ron Greenwood.

There have been many books
and articles written about this
enigmatic player, but the one
I recommend reading above
all others, is They Played with
Billy Bonds - The West Ham
Years by Tim Crane, published
in 2020. The book features
interviews with 102 players
who shared the pitch with Billy.

Billy played exactly 799
matches for the Hammers,
equivalent to playing 10 games
for West Ham for every year
of his life! ..., a quirky statis-
tic like that would have made
Bonzo smile for sure

If there was ever a footballer
who wore his heart on his
sleeve it was Billy Bonds, What
a player, what a man.

His’ long-standing team-
mate and friend, Sir Trevor
Brooking, writing in his own
autobiography, said of him:

“Bill is the most genuine
person I’ve known in football.
I’ve always considered him to
be the best signing in the club’s
history. Bill’s loyalty to West
Ham inspired generations of
players, including me.”

How will we all remember
the Legend that is Billy Bonds
let me know.

Clyde Best said: “Billy was a
person that never gave up; he
ran for the whole 90 minutes
non-stop. He was a fantas-
tic figure on the field, a real
trooper, it was a treat to play
with him and be in his com-
pany all those years ago, a true
friend.”
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WE NEED YOUR HELP
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Give us a break! To support Newham Voices, use this paypal
link: bit.ly/giveNVabreak. Contact us for bank details.

We have NO shareholders Every penny of income from Newham Voices helps

We have NO wealthy backers us deliver more journalism in Newham

We are run by a small but dedicated team Currently, we are just about able to cover the paper’s

as part of a not-for-profit community costs (design, printing and distribution).

interest company Our editorial team is entirely voluntary and in

We hold authority to account, expose future, we would like to create paid jobs for aspiring

scandals, highlight inequality, promote local journalists.

good causes, and provide a platform We currently have 36 supporters who contribute

for local people regularly, but we need more!
Can you help us? Our membership scheme has many different options depending on your E IE
ability to contribute. Rewards include having a copy of the paper posted to you every month. T e
Local businesses and charities can also sign up and access discounts on advertising. 1
Find out more at: newhamvoices.co.uk/membership [= ﬁ'ﬁ

OUR CURRENT MEMBERS

Aruthy A, Adesola Fani-Kayode, Hans Beck, Tee Fabikun, Jean Gray, John Gray, Norbert Lieckfeldt, Jane Lofthouse, Ronan O’Brien, Florian Schmal, Christoph
Peters, Victoria Parkinson, Amin Rahman, Richard Stevenson, Richard Stubbs, Patrick White, Lee Woodyear, Maureen Wood, Robbie Judkins, Ann-Marie Ashton,
Robbie Judkins, Daphne Stedman, Carlton Lubowa, Jared Shurin, Claire Pattie, Alice Povel Gillham, Maksymilian Mika, L Brown, Juliet Allen, Richard Stevenson,

Judith Greenway, Jane Lofthouse, Ben Whitelaw, Laura Glendinning, Paul Dawson, Shirley Biro, Wenty's Tropical Foods, David Ceen, John Whitworth, lan
Macdonald, Abdul Aziz Hafezi, Maureen Wood, Lorraine Cezair-Phillip, Tawanda Nyabango, Ruth Wareing, Dave Eldridge, Corin Barton, Hedy Richards




