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Community organisa-
tions and trades union-
ists from across Newham 

joined forces with nationwide 
campaigners in September to 
protest as leaders of the global 
arms industry came to the Bor-
ough to showcase their killing 
machines and high-technolo-
gy weapons of war.

Every two years since 2011 
hundreds of arms manufactur-
ers from around the world come 
to the Excel exhibition centre in 
the Royal Docks for the Defence 
and Security Equipment 
International (DSEI). 

This year, in the shadow of 
the war and genocide in Gaza, 
there was added controversy 
because 51 Israeli arms com-
panies were among the 1600 
exhibitors, undermining the 
gesture from the government, 
which is a co-organiser, not to 
invite an official Israeli dele-
gation.

Among the hundreds of pro-
testers this year were trades 
unionists, and religious and 
community leaders repre-
senting all sides of Newham’s 
diverse  population.

During the fair from 9-12 
September, protesters from 
across the UK gathered outside 
the Excel centre. A trenchant 
statement from Newham’s 
community organisations 
highlighted why the event is 
not welcome and how it does 
not reflect the values of the 
community. 

War fair sparks protests
“The arms industry prof-

its from violence, exploita-
tion, and the suffering of 
people across the world,” it 
said. “Hosting an arms fair 
in Newham dishonours our 
communities and makes our 
city complicit in the machin-
ery of war.”

Mayor of London Sadiq 
Khan has said the exhibition 
conflicts with the values of 
a global city that is home to 
people affected by violence and 
conflict and Newham’s Mayor, 
Rokhsana Fiaz, has called the 
event “abhorrent and unwel-
come”, adding that it under-
mines Newham’s status as a 
Borough of Sanctuary.

The community leaders 
acknowledged the widespread 
protest movement which has 
targeted the arms fair and also 
called for more actions from 
political leaders to stop future 
arms fairs from being held in 
Newham. 

“Alongside organisations of 
conscience across London and 
beyond, we commit ourselves 
to opposing DSEI and to speak-
ing out against the immoral 
trade in weapons,” they said. 

Among the almost 50 organ-
isations and individuals from 
different faiths and commu-
nity organisations who issued 
the statement, were Imam 
Muhammad Ali, from Masjid e 
Quba; Rev Becca Rogers, from 
Ascension Church; Ann-Marie 
Ashton, representing the Born 
Everywhere Made In Newham 
network; Kamal Hussain, 
of Central Park Community 

that Lockheed Martin—the 
largest US arms manufac-
turer—was allegedly supply-
ing colouring sheets for UK 
primary schools that included 
images of F-35 fighter jets, the 
same aircraft now used to rain 
death on Gaza.

An activist who had been 
jailed and tortured after 
the Arab Spring in Bahrain 
recalled that, as he was 
dragged away, the shackles 
on his wrists bore the words 
“Made in Britain.”

Newham medics at the pro-
test also spoke of their cam-
paign against the data com-
pany Palantir, which in 2023 
was awarded a £330 million 

contract with NHS England to 
manage a new federated data 
platform. Palantir works with 
both the Israeli military and 
US Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement, and is a Bronze 
sponsor of DSEI 2025, exhib-
iting in the Tech Zone at Stand 
S16-120.

Eleanor, a theatre worker 
who lives in the south of the 
Borough, summed up the 
feelings of many: “I feel sick-
ened that the arms fair at 
ExCeL hosts arms firms that 
manufacture weapons to kill 
civilians. I don’t think they 
should be in our community. 
Genocide is being perpetuated 
on our doorstep.”

Centre; and Mizan Rahman, 
of the Royal Docks Welfare 
Association. The full list of 
signatories is available on the 
Newham Voices website.

On 7 September, trades 
unionists also gathered to 
protest. Teachers were angered 

“Hosting an arms 
fair in Newham 
dishonours our 
communities and 
makes our city 
complicit in the 
machinery of war.”
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Council Notebook By Peter Landman

The Council Cabinet is told  
of rising confidence among 
council tenants  

Council leaders have been told 
that the confidence of resi-
dents in council property is on 

the rise after last year’s criticism of 
the Council’s housing record by the 
housing regulator.

According to a new survey reported 
to September’s Council Cabinet 
meeting, tenant satisfaction ratings 
are up to 71 percent this year, rising 
well above the score of 59 percent 
last year on the government’s tenant 
satisfaction scale.

At the same time the number of non 
emergency repairs in council proper-
ties completed on time has risen to 84 
percent, up from 67 percent last year.

The news is an indicator of a turn-
around that is taking place since the 

Housing crisis: tenants 
appear more satisfied

Council was given the lowest grading 
after an inspection by the govern-
ment housing regulator.

Meanwhile, a separate strategy for 
involving housing residents has been 
set up, after public consultation, to 
bring tenant participation up to the 
social housing regulators standard.  

In place of focusing mainly on for-
mal tenant associations the strategy 
includes Estate Action Days, Local 
Advice Champions and there are 
plans to set up Leaseholder Groups.

For information: Blossom Young@
newham.gov.uk

New homes strategy in place
In her report to the Cabinet on the 
affordable housing programme, 
Mayor Rokhsana Fiaz outlined the 
change of direction, from new builds 
on small sites, to big estate regen-
eration schemes, and acquisitions of 
freehold properties for leasing out; 

with Populo, the Council’s whol-
ly-owned housing company moving 
from construction work to tenancy 
management.

The two main regeneration 
schemes currently underway are 
Carpenters Estate in Stratford and the 
Silvertown Development. The report 
gives schedules on all the small sites 
picked out with details of stages of 
construction, and gives detail of nine 
properties where costs have been 
exceeded. The Cabinet agreed to an 
extra £16.6 million pounds to cover 
the cost increases and an extra £6,3 
million to contingency.

The main sources of funding for 
these works are the housing revenue 
account and grants from the Greater 
London Authority.

Walking and cycling bridge at 
Royal Docks
The Council considered a review of the 
plan for a walking and cycling bridge 
at the Royal Docks. An Overview and 
Scrutiny committee report, prepared 
by councillors independent of cabi-
net decisions, called for the report to 
be reconsidered with several recom-
mendations objecting to the funding 
arrangements. 

As a result, Cabinet agreed to obtain 
£6.9 million from S106 planning, to 
gain money from the neighbouring 
Royal Wharf development, and to 
seek further ways to lessen council 
capital expenditure. For more infor-
mation contact the Mayor on mayor@
newham.gov.uk 

New consultation on Calverton
Discussing the plan to close Calverton 
School, Cabinet members were told 
that pupil  numbers have dropped to 
217 from a capacity of more than 400 
with consequent loss of government 
funding.

As result of the first stage consulta-
tion, staff and parents came up with 
the alternative of a one-form entry 
school with a special needs centre.

Meanwhile, the education planning 
officer has conducted a local popula-
tion trend analysis, which indicates 
that there might be even fewer chil-
dren to join the school in the near 
future.

So the Council decided to start the 
formal Stage 2 consultation. The 
Council has pledged to work with 
parents, carers and teachers to ensure 
smooth transition for all the children 
to other schools.

For more information contact 
Sarah.Ruiz @newham.gov.uk

SHEILA NURSIMHULU

October is a time for health 
awareness. It is Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month, an impor-

tant annual event educating the pub-
lic about symptoms of breast cancer 
and promoting early detection, while 
also supporting those affected by the 
disease. Further information can be 
found at www.nationalbreastcancer.
org and www.breastcancer.org.

It is also World Mental Health Day 
on 10 October. In Newham there will 
be workplace wellness workshops, 
youth resilience programmes, and 
public forums aimed at encouraging 
residents to seek help when needed. 
Events include:
•	 Newham CAMHS Wellbeing in 

Newham Schools Senior Mental 
Health Lead Forum on Wednesday 
8 October 2025, 2-4 pm, a free in 
person event with the venue to be 
confirmed. Tickets from: https://
tinyurl.com/y7stk5p3

•	 Music for the Mind is being organised 
at Stratford Library on 24 October. For 
further information, visit: newham.
events.mylibrary.digital. 

•	 There’s also the ASK User-Led Mental 
Health Group (Men’s Group) for 

adults. For more Information, go to 
the Council website at: newham.gov.
uk/health-adult-social-care/men-
tal-health-support-services

Baby Loss Awareness Week takes place 
from 9-15 October which is driving 
improvement in care and support of 
those affected by baby loss. The week 
culminates with the global “Wave of 
Light” on 15 October at 7pm local time 
when a candle is lit in memory of all 
babies gone too soon. For support ser-
vices for parents in Newham, visit: 
https://tinyurl.com/hunwvcp2. OCEAN 
Mental Health Service East London 
can provide support for birth loss or 
birth trauma. Opening hours: Monday 
- Friday 9-5pm. Call 0203 222 8047, 
email elft.eastlondonocean@nhs.net, 
or visit: elft.nhs.uk/services/ocean-
mental-health-service-east-london

Finally, 18 October is Menopause 
Awareness Day, recognising the impact 
menopause has on women’s health and 
wellbeing, Newham Vicarage Practice 
in Vicarage Lane, Stratford is run-
ning “Let’s Talk Menopause”, a service 
offering awareness and accurate infor-
mation about menopause. See Newham 
Vicarage Practice for further informa-
tion at https://tinyurl.com/y5pjrj6h  or 
visit themenopausecharity.org

October – a month for 
health awareness



3Newham Voices  October 2025News

HAVE YOUR SAY: LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
editor@newhamvoices.co.uk

I write  to bring attention to 
a truly important and ongo-
ing issue for people living 
along the A13 in Newham 
who are affected by extraor-
dinary anti-social behaviour, 
often coupled with the crim-
inality of speeding.

Over the years, Newham 
has allowed many develop-
ments along the A13, mean-
ing that thousands of res-
idents are now affected by 
damaging levels of noise 
from both high-revving 
motorcycles and backfiring 
cars. The ‘canyon’ effects of 
the high rise developments 
only exacerbate noise levels. 

Yet while these develop-
ments have been welcomed, 
there is little or no require-
ment for noise-pollut-
ing vehicles to reduce their 
impact on increasing num-
bers of residents.

In the mornings, motor-
cycles weaving their way 
through London-bound 
traffic will occasionally rev 
insanely to let slow-moving 
cars know they are there. It’s 
the same in the evenings. 

To describe some of these 
moments as heart-stopping 
is hardly an exaggeration.

Sometimes, motorcycles 
roar up and down the A13 

at speeds well in excess of 
the ever-prosecuted 50mph 
average speed notices. And 
at weekends in particular, 
cars modified to backfire 
are a regular night-time 
disturbance.

As a resident in one of the 
flats along the A13, I have 
written to both the police, the 
Council and even my (now-ex) 
MP to draw attention to this 
antisocial and health-harm-
ing behaviour, but nothing is 
ever done to help. It is men-
tally, physically, environ-
mentally, socially and illegally 
a massive blight on the lives 
of so many residents. 

Two suggestions to help 
alleviate this issue:

One, install a few speed 
cameras near the foot of the 
A13 flyover and further along 
by Newham Leisure Centre.

Two, I believe there are 
roadside noise-captur-
ing cameras being trialled. 
These capture evidence to 
deter antisocial drivers. 
If ever there was a place 
which could use them, it 
is along the A13 around 
Canning Town.

This is not an attack on the 
majority of motorcyclists or 
motorists who cause little 
disturbance. But The A13 has 
become a site of considerable 
antisocial behaviour affect-
ing the well-being of resi-
dents. Please can something 
be done?
– Don Bowen

A13 canyon not so grand

LICENSING ACT 2003
Notice of Application for a Premises Licence 

Kwenched Ltd, of Unit 23, Coppermaker Square Private Storage Facility, 1 
Cherry Park Lane, Stratford, London, E20 1NX, has applied to the London 
Borough of Newham for a Premises Licence.

The application is to allow the supply of alcohol by retail for consumption 
off the premises, including online retail orders fulfilled via Amazon and other 
courier partners. 24 hrs a day, 7 days a week. 

The licensing register and details of the application can be inspected at:

Licensing Team, London Borough of Newham, East Ham Town Hall, Barking 
Road, London, E6 2RP.

Any person wishing to make representations about this application must do 
so in writing to the above address, or by email to licensing@newham.gov.uk, 
by 13 October 2025.

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false statement in connection 
with an application. A person is liable on conviction to a fine of any amount.

Date of application: 15 September 2025

Advertisements

Chastening defeat for 
Labour in Plaistow

JONATHAN ROTHWELL

Campaigners say Thames 
Water is passing the buck 
on public safety, after it 

emerged that their closure of 
the Greenway foot and cycle 
path will balloon to double the 
distance and more than double 
the duration—cutting off 
walking and cycling journeys 
until 2028.

The Greenway was closed 
between Stratford and West 
Ham in September last year, 
with only two months’ notice. 
Since then there have been 
multiple injuries on the official 
diversion route, including an 
NHS worker who hit a pothole 
and broke her arm, and a 
man whose foot was run over 
while waiting at the lights on 

Dangerous days 
at the Greenway

Abbey Road with his pregnant 
partner.

With the closure extending 
to Upper Road in October 
rendering efforts to improve 
the existing diversion 
useless, Newham Council is 
developing an alternative 
with cycleways on West Ham 
Lane. But these won’t be built 
until next year at the earliest, 
even assuming funding is 
available—and Thames Water 
has refused to delay the next 
phase of their works.

That will be cold comfort for 
thousands of people, including 
schoolchildren and hospital 
workers, who walk and cycle 
on the Greenway every day, 
and are now left to travel on 
dangerous alternative routes or 
find another mode of transport.

LICENSING ACT 2003
Application for a New Premises Licence 

Notice is hereby given that Radar 16 Ltd have applied to the London Borough of 
Newham Council for a new premises licence for:

Hybrd, 162 Bidder Street, Canning Town, London E16 4ST to permit: 

•	The performance of dance, indoor sporting events, the performance of live 
and recorded music and the provision of late night refreshment from 23.00 
to 04.00 the following day Monday & Tuesday and from 23.00 to 05.00 the 
following day Wednesday to Sunday; 

•	The exhibition of films from 10.00 to 04.00 the following day Monday & Tuesday 
and from 10.00 to 05.00 the following day Wednesday to Sunday, 

•	The sale of alcohol for consumption on the premises from 10.00 to 04.00 the 
following day Monday & Tuesday and from 10.00 to 05.00 the following day 
Wednesday to Sunday. 

•	Non Standard Timings: One additional hour on the morning of the day that the 
clocks go forward; and an additional hour on Bank Holiday Sundays. 

The address of the Licensing Authority where the register is kept and the 
application may be inspected during normal business hours is the London 
Borough of Newham, Licensing Team, East Ham Town Hall, Barking Road, East 
Ham, London E6 2RP or on the Council’s website: www.newham.gov.uk Email: 
licensing@newham.gov.uk

Any representations by any other person or responsible authority must be 
received in writing by the Licensing Authority by 20th October 2025 stating the 
nature and grounds for making such representation. 

It is an offence under Section 158 of the Licensing Act 2003 to knowingly 
or recklessly make a false statement in connection with an application. The 
maximum fine on summary conviction for this offence is an unlimited fine. 

AIDAN WHITE

Newham’s ruling Labour 
Party suffered a stun-
ning by-election defeat 

on 18 September when Ne-
wham Independent candidate 
Md Nazrul Islam took the seat 
with 913 votes – almost double 
that of the Labour candidate 
Asheem Singh who received 
436 votes.

The victory means that the 
Newham Independent group 
on the Council now becomes 
the official opposition party 
with four councillors.

The by-election was called 
following the death of Neil 
Wilson at the end of July who 
had served on the Council for 
more than 30 years.

Although the turnout was 

low – just 23 percent – the 
size of the majority and the 
performance of Reform, whose 
candidate Lazar Monu came 
third with 329 votes, will con-
cern Labour who have now 
suffered by-election defeats 
in areas that have been tradi-
tionally unassailable.  

The Green Party came 
fourth with their candidate 
Nic Motte securing 152 votes 

ahead of the Conservative 
Rois Miah on 123 and the 90 
for Lib Dem Sheree Miller.

Problems at local level – 
the Council’s programme of 
cuts to solve its budget prob-
lems, along with a continuing 
homelessness and housing 
crisis – as well as the party’s 
difficulties in government, 
and continuing divisions over 
the horrors of the war in Gaza 
have squeezed Labour’s core 
vote.

Next May Labour, which 
still has a healthy majority 
on the Council, will face fur-
ther tests when there are full 
council elections, including 
for an elected Mayor to replace 
Rokhsana Fiaz, the current 
Mayor, who is not standing for 
re-election.

Md Nazrul Islam (centre) ©LDRS

A13 Beckton.  
CC BY-SA 3.0/
Sunil060902
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Advice & Guidance

Apply for a Course

OPEN EVENT
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4 PM - 7 PMREGISTER HERE

Scan the QR or
visit waltham.ac.uk
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Your 
health 
record

ONLINE

Your
health 
record

ONLINE

Take control of your health 
ONLINE

We have launched an online portal that gives you 
secure access to your health record. 

Once you’ve signed up, you’ll gain access to a wealth 
of information including your hospital Outpatient 
appointments, documentation, radiology appointments, 
radiology reports, and blood test results.

It's free and easy to use for all Barts Health 
NHS Trust patients.

For more information and to sign up to 
Patients Know Best, please scan the QR code.

 
Or visit: bartshealth.nhs.uk/patients-know-best 

Community News

There is an urgent need 
for Londoners to help 
fill available blood dona-

tion appointments across the 
capital, including over 27,000 
appointments available at 
London donor centres includ-
ing locally West End, Strat-
ford, Shepherds Bush, Brixton, 
Tooting, Edgware and Twick-
enham over the next six weeks 
– around 4,500 per week.

Currently, there is a particu-
lar need for more O negative 
and B negative donors, as well 
as more donors of Black herit-

Urgent plea for 
blood donors

age to help treat patients with 
sickle cell.

O negative is the blood type 
used to treat patients in emer-
gencies, including accidents 
and childbirth, and is there-
fore in constant high demand.

If you have one of these 
much-needed blood types and 
are able to donate, please go 
online at www.blood.co.uk or 
call 0300 123 23 23 to book an 
appointment.

By giving up an hour of their 
time, people can save up to 
three lives with one donation.

The NHS in north east 
London (NEL) is lead-
ing the way nationally 

in supporting people with di-
abetes to effectively manage 
their condition, official fig-
ures show.

The latest National Diabetes 
Audit for 2024/25 shows NHS 
NEL, which covers Newham, 
has the best record in England 
for delivering eight key annual 

checks for people diagnosed 
with the condition.

The audit, delivered by NHS 
England in partnership with 
Diabetes UK, shows 73.1 per-
cent of the 158,405 people in 
north east London diagnosed 
with Type 2 diabetes received 
all eight essential annual 
health checks – significantly 
above the national average of 
57.6 percent.

NHS East London leading 
the way on diabetes care

The checks monitor blood 
glucose levels, blood pres-
sure, cardiovascular risk, kid-
ney function, weight, smok-
ing status, and foot health. 
Completing these is crucial for 
detecting early signs of dete-
rioration and helping patients 
manage their condition more 
effectively.

Clarification
Mo Miah, representing 
Residents and Businesses 
Opposing LTNs in 
Newham, has asked us to 
point out that he did not 
use the term “tin ears”  in 
referring to the Council, as 
suggested in last month’s 
letters column (“Traffic 
and the Climate Crisis”, 
Letters, September) and 
that his August article 
dealt solely with the integ-
rity of consultation data. 
We’re happy to clarify and 
clear up any confusion. 

Image ©NHSBT
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AGES 10 YEARS 
AND UNDERPLAYTIME AND 

PARTIES JUST  
GOT BETTER
Give your child the space to climb, 
crawl and slide through a world of 
imagination. Boredom simply doesn’t 
stand a chance when big adventures 
await around every corner. 
 
Visit the centre or find out more at  
better.org.uk/newham-softplay

Better is a registered trademark and trading name of GLL (Greenwich Leisure 
Limited), a charitable social enterprise and registered society under the Co-
operative & Community Benefit & Societies Act 2014 registration no. 27793R. 
Registered office: Middlegate House, The Royal Arsenal, London, SE18 6SX. 
Inland Revenue Charity no: XR43398

AT NEWHAM LEISURE CENTRE
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Public Notice

Newham Council is recruiting for two 
independent members of its Audit and 
Governance Committee, one of whom 
will be the Chair. The Committee has 
responsibility for oversight of the Council’s 
risk management and audit functions, 
annual accounts and treasury management 
as well as a key focus on organisational 
culture and improvement. 

The terms of reference for the 
committee and the job description and 
person specification for LBN Independent 

Chair  and LBN Independent Member can 
be found on our online jobs page https://
www.newham.gov.uk/jobs-training/find-
apply-job-us under job reference 4948

Independent Members are appointed 
for a term of two years which may be 
extended by up to a further two years. An 
annual allowance of £1,390 is payable to the 
Chair and £579 to the other independent 
members. 

Members are expected to attend 
approximately six evening meetings each 

year, preferably in person although online 
attendance can be facilitated by exception. 
It is helpful for independent members to 
bring professional expertise (not necessarily 
financial) to the Committee, but just 
as important is the ability to challenge 
information in an appropriate manner and 
bring a broader perspective to its work.

Knowledge of local authorities is not 
required, but an interest in public services 
and the local area is and applicants should 
be able to demonstrate a connection 

(personal or professional) to East London 
and ideally to Newham.

Applications can be for the role of Chair 
or the role of independent member, or 
both and should be by way of a CV (two 
pages maximum) and a covering letter 
explaining your motivation for applying and 
the approach you would bring.

Completed applications should be 
submitted via the online jobs page 
referenced above.

Closing date is 3rd October 2025

London Borough Of Newham –
Audit and Governance Committee 
Appointment of Independent Members

Remi Osunsanya, Chair 
of Newham Carers Adult 
Learning Difficulty 

Co-Production Group, 
who died in July was 
a dedicated vol-
unteer, advocate, 
and friend. Her 
unwavering com-
mitment to inclu-
sion, dignity, and 
empowerment left 
an indelible mark 
on the lives of many 
across the Borough.

She was a remarkable 
woman whose life was defined 
by compassion, resilience, and 
service. Born in Nigeria, Remi 
was a proud mother of two 
children and came to England 
to further her studies, driven 
by a desire to grow, learn, and 
contribute meaningfully to 
her community. 

She was more than a chair-
person. She was a champion 
for people with learning dif-
ficulties. Through her lead-
ership, the Co-Production 
Group became a safe and 
vibrant space where carers 
and service users could share 

their experiences, shape 
services, and be heard. Her 
warmth and integrity helped 

foster trust and col-
laboration between 

communities and 
local services. 
Whether facili-
tating meetings, 
advocating for 
better access, or 

mentoring new 
members, Remi’s 

presence was always 
reassuring and inspiring.
Those who worked along-

side Remi describe her as 
compassionate, always ready 
to listen and support others. 
She was relentless in pursuit 
of fairness and visibility for 
adults with learning difficul-
ties. Humble: she never sought 
recognition, only impact.

Her legacy lives on in 
the strengthened voices of 
those she empowered, and 
in the continued work of the 
Co-Production Group she 
helped shape. Her kindness, 
courage, and dedication will 
never be forgotten.
– Zhenreenah Muhxinga

Tribute to Remi Osunsanya
July 1950- July 2025 

PETER LANDMAN

​Frederic Billet, originally 
from Lyon in France, ​has 
seen a remarkable turn-

around in his life thanks to a 
Manor Park community project.

As Frederic puts it, the 
Community Garden Project 
“triggered me back” to a full 
and creative life. His story is 
a testament to the powerful 
impact of community and the 
support provided by organ-

isations like the Newham 
Voluntary Sector and People 
Powered Places.

He embarked on a remark-
able journey of recovery and 
community engagement after 
a challenging period in his 
career. 

A fluent English speaker, 
he holds a Higher National 
Diploma in Hospitality 
Management from the pres-
tigious Grenoble Hospitality 
Management School and for 
years he managed the five-
star Luton Hotel Golf and 
Spa, overseeing a staff of 370. 
However, the hotel faced a 
staffing crisis after Brexit and 
Covid, when many employees 
returned to their home coun-
tries. Frederic found himself 
working 16 hours a day, six 
days a week, which eventually 
led to a severe burnout.

​To recover, he turned to 
the voluntary sector and dis-
covered a passion for work-
ing with people and commu-
nity engagement. He began 
with an eight-week course 

on community engagement 
at Birkbeck University. This 
led him to the Manor Park 
Community Garden Project, 
where he was introduced by 
staff from the Council’s People 
Powered Places scheme.

​He was recruited as a work-
ing group member for the ini-
tiative, a position he is now 
in for a second cycle. He has 
also been appointed a trustee 
of the Manor Park Community 
Garden.

​Frederic has also been pro-
active in his personal devel-
opment, taking IT courses at 
Newham College. He is now 
continuing his education with 
a course on Cybersecurity. He 
is particularly proud of a web-
site he created called “I am 
Here for You”.

​Beyond his existing roles, he 
collaborated with local artist 
Jo D Wood (@jdwoof) to run 
two upcycled art workshops 
in the community garden in 
September thanks to fund-
ing which he obtained from 
Newham Council.

Frederic’s creative revival 
thanks to Manor Park

​Frederic Billet
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Out and about with Neandra

Film tribute to 
cycle legend Standing Firm in Power and 

Pride, a month-long celebra-
tion of heritage, resilience, 
creativity, and community for 
Newham Black History Month 
includes film screenings, talks 
and performances, family 
activities, creative workshops 
and community markets.
newhamblackhistory.org 

Fun Places workshops and cof-
fee morning are being organ-
ised at Forest Gate Library. 
3 October from 12pm - 1.30pm 
and 4 October from 4pm - 5.30pm

Miss & Mr Philippines UK, a 
celebration of Filipino cul-
ture founded in the late 1970s 
by Mrs Eva Macadangdang, 
takes place on 4 October, at 
The Royal Regency in Manor 
Park. Tickets are available via 
Eventbrite.
@philippinesuk 

Charlynne Bryan and Yvonne 
Murray from Newham Poetry 
Group have written a new 
poetry collection, Partners in 
Rhyme. They said: “As two 
Black poets, we are deeply 
committed to inspiring and 
uplifting people through the 
power of words. Launching 
our collection during Black 
History Month holds special 
significance, as it is both a 
celebration of our voices and 
an opportunity to share poetry 
that speaks to resilience, cre-
ativity, and community.”
25 October, 2pm - 5pm, Stratford 
Library
newhampoetrygroup.com

Newham Super Choir is invit-
ing residents over 60 to join a 
free singing for health course. 
There will also be an opportu-
nity to take part in a December 
concert in East Ham. 7  October to 
9 December, 10.45am – 12.15pm, 
St. Bartholomew’s Church 292b 
Barking Road, E6 3BA. 

No audition, just email: 
sovra@sovranewman.com

October events round-up

Up-Cycled Art in the Gar-
den creative workshop is on 
4 October, 11am – 1pm, Manor 
Park Community Garden, 
Manor Park Road, E12
@manorparkcommuni-
tygarden 

Big Mama is a solo exhibition 
by local artist Marilyn J Fon-
taine which she calls “A bold 
reclamation of the Black wom-
an’s image, a spiritual, cul-
tural, and emotional re-cen-
tring of power, presence, and 
peace.” 
17 - 19 October, 3 - 7 pm, Tower 
Gallery East Tower 395 Barking 
Road, E13 8AL
@mjfontaineart 

Being Black and British: Before, 
During and After Drama School 
book launch. Free tickets are 
available from the Stratford 
East theatre website. 
3 October, 5.30pm
stratfordeast.com 

UCL’s exhibition Space Tangle, 
for World Space Week, brings 
together three distinct works 
by artist Dr Sarah Fortais; Cos-
mic Debris, Cosmic Flock, and 
Lunga 6. Each explores the 
entanglements between people, 
place, animals, and materials 
that shape how we imagine and 
make future worlds.
Free exhibition, open to all from 3 
October - 2 November, 10am-6pm 
daily, UCL East Marshgate Campus. 
Special performances of Cosmic 
Flock October 7 - 9, 11am - 1pm at 
the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park
ucl.ac.uk/ucl-east 

Industry Takeover Series to 
help make a podcast/radio 
show on 8 October, doors 
open from 6.30pm, £5, Talent 
House 3 Sugar House Lane E15.
UDTickets.com 
udmusic.org 

Zero Waste Sustainability 
Day features upcycling, work-
shops and a green market 
with eco-friendly stalls and 
family-focused businesses. 
Free or donation on 4 October, 
1pm-4pm, Park Village Oasis, 
E15 3PH. Register online at 
youngminders.org 

People and Places of Newham 
photography exhibition will 
be open Fridays, Saturdays 
and Sundays from 3 to 7pm 
until 5 October. Tower Gal-
lery East Tower at 395 Barking 
Road, E13
@towergallery.e13 

Big Halloween Market event 
on 25 October, 12pm-6pm, 
Riverside East Queen Eliza-
beth Olympic Park Stratford. 
The market is free to attend.
riverside-east.co.uk 

Halloween fancy dress party 
on 31 October, 8pm - 12am, 
The Fox and Hounds, 178 Forest 
Lane, E7. You must have a £1 
wristband to enter. All money 
goes to Save the Chimps and 
Celia Hammond. 

All events are subject to change. 
Please email your event details 
and news to neandra.etienne@
newhamvoices.co.uk 

Edward Ernest Etty, the 
owner of Etty & Tyler on 
Upton Lane who died in 

June was honoured by family, 
friends and the local commu-
nity during September’s Ne-
wham Heritage Month with a 
tribute screening of the film 
Mechanically Minded at Forest 
Gate library.

Edward, known affection-
ately as Ted, was the legendary 
owner of the business which 
was set up in 1963 although 
he had been working on the 
premises since 1954, first for 
Odessa Cycles and then with 
Nick Tyler. 

The film is part of the 
National Lottery Funded 
Project Full Cycle, exploring 
Forest Gate’s cycling heritage. 
All material, photographs and 
filmed footage, will be donated 
to Newham Archives.

Etty & Tyler is an integral 
part of the community with 
regulars like John, who knew 
Ted for over 50 years, and 
Tony, aka Shaft, often popping 
in for a beverage and chat.

Christian first started coming 
to Etty & Tyler when he was a 
troubled teenager aged 15, now 
32 he is still a customer and 
friend of the family. Christian 
credits Ted for helping to keep 
him on the right track. He even 
bought Ted his last dressing 
gown for Christmas.

Ted’s dedication to Etty & 
Tyler was immense. He worked 
right up until March 2025 aged 
97 with his sons Anthony and 
Martin and grandson Tyler. 

Martin told Newham Voices 
that his dad would be work-
ing on bikes, MOTs and 
bookwork – he “never used 
a calculator” preferring to 
use pen and paper. He recalls 
how he and his brother 
started working in the shop 
when they were kids. Ted’s 
15-year-old grandson Tyler 
has been coming to the shop 
since he was aged five.

Martin spoke of the impor-
tance of documenting his dad’s 
life, which was done by Bo and 
Zoe, the directors of participa-
tory arts organisation, Frames 
of Mind and themselves local 
cyclists. 

Wonderful Stories
They said: “While making 
Mechanically Minded, we formed 
a close relationship with Ted, 
who generously shared nearly 
a century of wonderful sto-
ries; the realities of surviving 
in East London and hair raising 
two-wheeled escapades. We 
thoroughly enjoyed and feel 
honoured to have spent time 
filming Ted.”

Ted is fondly remembered 
by the community. The group 
Newham Cyclists said they were 
saddened by news of his death. 
“We have been honoured to cel-
ebrate Ted’s legacy by leading 
rides of the “Full Cycle” her-
itage trail,” they said. Martin 
added, “It makes you feel proud 
that people still appreciate him 
even when his gone.”
framesofmind.uk/mechani-
cally-minded

©Neandra Etienne

Edward Etty  
©Andrew Baker

Jesamyn Pannell 
©Neandra Etienne

Charlynne Bryan and Yvonne Murray 
©Sonia Quintero
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Our Chief reporter on events that reflect culture, history and heritage in Newham

A film that honours the community

During Newham Heritage month 
locally-based Art Beyond the 
Shell, an art and music col-

lective, curated Turtles of Newham an 
immersive event that included work-
shops, hall party, multimedia exhibi-
tion, panel discussion featuring Ne-
wham Creatives and the screening of 
social documentary Only in Newham 
and short film Rebirth directed jointly 
by Joel Maisanda and Joel Claudio.

“As the Borough where I grew up, 
Newham’s spirit drove the produc-
tion of Rebirth,” said Joel Claudio,  “I 
wanted to tell a story that honoured 
my community, the streets where 
I grew up and most importantly to 

give back. We used Rebirth to provide 
on-set experience for young Newham 
based filmmakers and open the door to 
our younger selves.”

Since the film was made they have 
started their own Newham-based cre-
ative studio US.MAN.DERE. 

Local author and academic Dr Joy 
White, who gave a guest lecture on 
the topic of Reflections on Grime as an 
Emancipatory Disruption,  highlighted 
the social, economic, and cultural 
importance of grime. She said: ”It was 
wonderful to see Newham’s young 
multicultural population take up space 
in the Town Hall.”
newhamheritagemonth.org

Star-struck 
at school

During a visit to North 
Beckton Primary School 
BAFTA award winner 

David Jonsson shared his jour-
ney to stardom. 

“David’s visit was truly 
inspiring – our pupils left 
buzzing with excitement over 
his journey to stardom,” said 
teacher Adam Eastick, “David 
was a fantastic role model – 
humble, relatable, and gener-
ous with his time.”

Wasteman starring David 
will be shown at the 69th BFI 
London Film Festival.

Local artist José Neves 
told Newham Voices why 
the use of colour in his 

work helps people to connect 
with their emotions. “I like 
to paint what I feel and what 
I see. My emotions show in 
the paintings of what I feel. 
When people see pictures 
or painting with happy and 
summer colours they change, 
they feel happy and I feel 
happy,” he said.

Emotions on the canvas

Comedian Judi Love was 
honoured with a Doctorate 
of Arts by the University 

of East London on 11 Septem-
ber, recognising her outstand-
ing contribution to comedy, 
broadcasting and advocacy for 
underrepresented voices.  She 
received the doctorate during 
the School of Arts and Creative 
Industries’ summer graduation 
ceremony at UEL’s Docklands 
campus, from the universi-
ty’s Chancellor, Lord Sarfraz of 
Kensington. Judi was a mature 
student and completed an MA 
in Social Work at UEL.
https://www.uel.ac.uk

Another award for Dr Judi

Advertisement

CUSTOM 
HOUSE,
OUR
HOUSE
A community oral history and photography project with people 
participating in community-led regeneration in Custom House, 
funded by The National Lottery Heritage Fund.

Stratford Library,  1 – 31 October;  
Public View (closing event): Saturday 25 October, 2–6pm
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Please book a ticket via Eventbrite, so 
we have an idea of numbers. 

Open: Monday–Saturday, 9am–8pm; 
Sunday, 12–4pm

Applications for the For-
est Gate Festival Mar-
ket 2025 are open. In-

dependent makers, creators, 
artists and micro-business 

Forest Gate Festival
based in E7 and the surround-
ing neighbourhoods are wel-
come to apply. Applications 
are open until 17 October.
@forestgate.festivemarket 

Choose the news. Don’t lose the news.

Monthly direct 
debit £5

Monthly direct 
debit £10

Annual direct 
debit £50

Donate now  
with PayPal

Support Newham Voices

José Neves ©Neandra Etienne

David Jonsson visits North Beckton 
Primary School. Image ©Adam Eastick

Judi Love/UEL

Still from Turtles of Newham



10 Newham Voices  October 2025

Advertisement

Get Dance From Every Angle

    Stratford
sadlerswells.com

22 - 24 Oct

6 - 8 Nov30 Oct - 1 Nov

8 - 11 Oct

Tentacle 
Tribe 

PRISM

Mimi’s 
       Shebeen

Alesandra Seutin 
                     & KVS 

Chotto Desh

Akram Khan  
Company 

For younger 
audiences 
& families

Toussaint 
      To Move

‘Free’
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Simon Shaw finds the best 
of times and the worst of 
times while volunteering to 
help refugees and asylum 
seekers in Calais

Even after a brief stint 
with Care4Calais, you re-
turn to Newham empow-

ered to cut through the racist 
rhetoric that echoes across 
the political spectrum – from 
the far right, through to Ni-
gel Farage, and even to Keir 
Starmer. Rhetoric amplified 
daily in much of the media.

You return able to advocate 
for this small community 
of frightened people fleeing 
civil war in Sudan or life-
long conscription in Eritrea 
– people aiming to complete 
the last 40 kilometres of 
their long, brutal journeys in 
the hope of beginning a new 
life in the UK.

This summer, my learning 
support assistant at our lan-
guage exchange table in Calais 
was a 16-year-old from Iraq. 
He loved helping me trans-

Volunteering with Care4Calais

late for young Sudanese men 
at the table. He told me it was 
impossible to stay in Iraq – 
though he did not want to say 
why. He described walking for 
48 hours across a European 
mountain range in flimsy 
shoes, with no sleep. After 
that, he said, nothing about 
the future frightened him.

In the squalor of the 
Dunkirk distribution site, an 
immaculately dressed young 
woman from Tanzania told 
me she had trained for six 
years in China to become a 
doctor, enduring constant 

racism along the way. She 
wanted to come to the UK – 
even though her qualifica-
tions would not be recognised 
– because the only alternative 
was a return to poverty in her 
own country.

At the Calais hospital dis-
tribution site, eight-year-old 
Mohammed stood with tears 
running down his cheeks. 
Minutes earlier, he had been 
happily dodging around the 
pop-up barber shop and the 
line for hot drinks on an old 
battered scooter – but it had 
suddenly disappeared. Our 
team leader tried to distract 
him with a game of hopscotch 
until word spread through the 
camp and, thankfully, child 
and scooter were reunited.

These vignettes matter 
because they remind us we are 

meeting people. As the for-
mer Archbishop of Canterbury 
said of the rage outside ref-
ugee hotels in August: “The 
migrant, too, is an ordinary 
person. Anyone who has spent 
time with refugees knows 
the conversations that are 
likely to happen… To speak as 
though these people are any-
thing other than ordinary is 
to reinforce the violence they 
experienced, to refuse to see 
them humanely.”

Sadly, sometimes the way 
asylum seekers live and die 
prevents us from telling their 
stories. In the Calais border 
zone, at least four people were 
killed this summer as a direct 
result of racist border pol-
icies enacted by the EU and 
UK governments. Four times 
we gathered in Calais town 

centre for vigils to remem-
ber them – vigils that have 
already been held around 
thirty times in 2025.

As always, extraordinary 
people were volunteering with 
Care4Calais this summer: 
young people gaining valua-
ble experience before start-
ing careers as humanitarian 
workers; retired people put-
ting their skills to use main-
taining our equipment; peo-
ple from the corporate world 
searching for meaning beyond 
their unfulfilling jobs. And 
then there were the curious, 
the kind, the adventurous, 
and the angry – people deter-
mined to stand up against the 
state of the world.

You need no superpowers to 
volunteer with Care4Calais – 
but you will return with many.

Question Me 
Why is your skin dark?
Well, God saw my labour in 
the fields and—
He picked a pigment that 
would shield me,
From UV light,
You see, the risk of skin 
cancer is curtailed for me,
As well as vitamin B9 (folate) 
deficiency.
So, this caramel cloak or 
mahogany mack
Protects me—and that’s a fact.

How come your hair is kinky?
On this head is the strength of 
iron and the shading of coal,
My own blank canvas,
Illustrating the designs of my 
soul—
I control.
I try and go easy with the 
Western styling,
Because when these kinks 
are straightened, they stop 
smiling.
I love being Afrolicious; I love 
being Afro-proud,
My head and my hair are to be 
respected
Everyone should love their 
own crown.

Where are you from?
I originate from the land  
of gold,
From where my ancestors 
were bonded and sold,
From the same home of 
pharaohs and queens,
From the fruitful ground of 
yam and greens.
The birthplace of medicine 
and ideologies of the wise,
Adam and Eve’s mystifying 
paradise.

Who are you?
Who am I?
Who are we?
We are the chance that our 
grandmothers never got.
We are the scars that healed 
but never forgot.
We are the songs that 
prophesied we’d overcome,
We are the movement that 
chose not to succumb.
We are the strength exhibited 
by Martin Luther King Jr. and 
Mary Seacole—
But only when we are 
fully united, are we truly a 
powerful people

Poetry in Mind

Poet and Spoken Word Artist Rochelle LoRo’s church and charity/commu-
nity work is based in Newham. Rochelle has also lived in Newham. https://
linktr.ee/RochelleLoRo  Rochelle ‘Rochelle LoRo’ Logan-Rodgers©2024

Black History Month poem by Rochelle LoRo

Veteran Gilbert speaks for a 
generation of pioneers and heroes 
JULIA OMARI

Local hero Gilbert Clarke 
(pictured), who turns 100 
in December, is a World 

War II veteran who joined the 
Royal Air Force at 16 – two 
years under the minimum age. 
He was also one of a group of 
some 6000 men and almost 
100 women from the West 
Indies who enlisted when the 
RAF temporarily lifted a colour 
bar on recruitment. 

Born in Jamaica, Clarke lost 
his father at the age of three, 
but he was exceptionally 
bright. He was handpicked by 
his head-teacher to remain in 
school for an additional year 
of study. At 16, he spotted 
Britain’s recruitment drive and 
thought it would offer him a 
way to travel. Despite a persis-
tent cough (later diagnosed as 
asthma), he was in good health. 
He signed up, sat the test, and 
passed with flying colours. 

He joined the ground crew 
for basic training and learned 
how to service the electronic 
equipment vital to Britain’s 
air campaigns. He travelled to 
Yorkshire for advanced tech-
nical training where condi-
tions were tough. It was cold, 
often wet, with challenging 
lessons in advanced physics, 
maths, and weapons training. 

In 1947 the colour bar 
was removed permanently, 
although systemic racism 
remained. After four years of 
service Clarke stepped out of 

his uniform and into civilian 
life, choosing to make England 
his home. 

Clarke first settled in 
Kensington, then Putney, 
and later in Harold Hill, sur-
rounded by other ex-services 
families. The area had a com-
munity spirit that provided a 
safe space for Clarke and his 
new wife to raise their family. 

He avoided the notorious 
“No Blacks, No Irish and No 
Dogs” signs that appeared in 
many boarding houses during 
the 1940s and 50s. Clarke was 
able to find work quickly due 
to his electrical skills, repair-
ing appliances for the now 
defunct high street retailer 
Rumbelows. 

He felt that his lighter 
complexion often made his 
experience in England eas-
ier, thought there were times 
when customers did not open 

their door but instead peered 
behind curtains. He never let 
such moments burden him; he 
simply moved onto the next 
client. After retirement, Clarke 
moved to Plaistow, where he 
still lives happily. 

Clarke’s experience forms 
part of the wider history of 
Caribbean people who served 
in wartime Britain, but who 
were forgotten for too long. 

Thanks to increased advo-
cacy through Black History 
Month in October and organ-
isations such as Black Poppy 
Rose (blackpoppyrose.org), 
Nubian Jak Community Trust 
(nubianjak.org) and The New 
Black Film Collective (tnbfc.
co.uk) public awareness is 
growing. In 2017, a memo-
rial to African and Caribbean 
personnel was unveiled in 
Brixton’s Windrush Square. 

This renewed recognition 
has brought Gilbert Clarke into 
the public eye – meeting King 
Charles and Queen Camilla, 
sharing breakfast with former 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
and even playing piano along-
side actor Jeff Goldblum!

He has also spoken at many 
community events inspiring 
all who hear him and answer-
ing school children’s ques-
tions. Unlike many Caribbean 
service members who never 
lived to share their story, 
Gilbert Clarke’s voice has been 
heard. Speaking to the BBC he 
said: “I feel proud I did some-
thing for peace.” 

Volunteers from Care4Calais.  
Image ©Care4Calais
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For full details or to request a copy, visit: 
newhambooks.co.uk

Good 
reads in 
Newham
The Newham Bookshop in Bark-

ing Road tells us these are the 
top sellers this month:

•	The Finest Hotel in Kabul:  
A People’s History of Afghanistan 
(signed copies available) 
By Lyse Doucet

•	Mother Mary Comes To Me  
(signed copies available) 
By Arundhati Roy

•	Fly, Wild Swans: My Mother, Myself 
and China (signed copies available) 
By Jung Chang

•	Impossible Creatures  
(signed copies available) 
By Katherine Rundell

•	Oh Dear, Look What I Got! 
By Michael Rosen and Helen Oxenbury

•	A Pack of Your Own 
By Maria Nilsson Thore

– Compiled by David Ceen, Newham Bookshop

NICKY BROWN 
Friends of West Ham Park

In May we launched our second 
“We Love West Ham Park” pho-
to competition, after a success-

ful inaugural competition last year 
which tied in with the Park’s 150th 
anniversary.

We had 48 entries this year, down 
slightly from last year’s numbers 
but I am pleased to say we had a 
lot more entries from young peo-
ple under 18 - including a couple of 
amazing pictures from the youngest 
under 12 age group.

All the pictures were judged by a 
group of five: Alan, incoming chair of 
the Friends group; Ricky, one of the 
Park Rangers; Jorge, a coach from 
the park-based tennis group; Ratan 
from Capital Kids Cricket; and finally 
Mick, art director of the British Journal 
of Photography (and if he can’t spot a 
good picture then no one can!). The 
judges all made their selections inde-
pendently and sent the results to me, 
and I totted up the scores to whittle 

down to our final dozen images - it 
was a close call I can tell you!

If you come along to West Ham 
Park, all the winning entries can 
now be viewed as they are on the 
playground railings. I think you’ll 
find a handsome selection of images 
of the park, and quite different to 
last year’s winners!

Keep an eye on our social pages next 
May-time as we are planning to run a 
third competition next year, with the 
winners again on display at ParkFest 
’26 - scheduled to be on 12 July.

You can see see all of the winners 
on the Newham Voices website.

Picture perfect

LICENSING 
ACT 2003
APPLICATION FOR A 
NEW PREMISES LICENCE 

I/We CITYHIGHTS LTD have applied to NEWHAM 
COUNCIL for a premises licences for :

14 Milner Road, London E15 3AD so that the following 
licensable activities may be provided on the following 
days and hours:

•	 Performance of Dance
•	 Performance of Live Music
•	 Performance of Recorded Music
•	 Performance of a Play
•	 Facilities for Dancing
•	 Facilities for Making Music
•	 10am-00:00 Mon- Sunday 

Newham Council’s Licensing Register is kept at the 
office of the Licensing Team, Town Hall, 328 Barking 
Road, East Ham, E6 2RT (open from 10.00am to 
4.00pm Monday to Friday), 020 3373 1925, where 
details of the application may be inspected. 

Any representations against the application must 
be made in writing and received by the Licensing 
Team at the above address, by no later than the 16th 
October 2025.

Individuals, businesses and other bodies may 
make representations in relation to the application. 
Representations must be relevant and can only be 
on the licensing objectives of the prevention of crime 
and disorder, public safety, the prevention of public 
nuisance, and the protection of children from harm.  
Copies of all representations will be sent to the 
applicant.  Persons making representations will have 
to appear at the Councils’ Licensing Sub-Committee.  

Note: It is an offence, liable on conviction to a fine up 
to £5,000 for a person to knowingly or recklessly make 
a false statement in connection with the application.

Advertisement

WE OFFER LICENCE 
ADVERTISING 

Call 07728 520 116 or 
Email licences@socialspider.com 

Cheer up! The Great British Beer Festival may have been a bit of 
damp squib this year, but there is a Pig’s Ear festival taking place 

on your doorstep in December, says Phil Mellows

It came as a bit of a 
shock when the Cam-
paign for Real Ale 

(Camra) announced in 
September that the Great 
British Beer Festival, af-
ter half a century, is no 
longer paying its way 
and will not be happen-
ing next year.

For anyone who trav-
elled to Birmingham’s 
NEC for the 2025 event in 
August, it’s perhaps less 
surprising. The drinkers 
were rattling around two huge halls, 
and it was clear the bold move out of 
London had not worked.

Some will speculate, as a result, that 
the beer festival has had its day. People 
no longer wish to trawl around a 
draughty air hangar sipping their way 
through scores of beers.

Yet Camra organises dozens of fes-
tivals through its local branches, and 
many of them continue to be suc-
cessful. Among them is East London 
and City branch’s Pig’s Ear Festival, 
unmistakably rooted in these parts, 
thanks to the rhyming slang for beer.

In her timely new book, Beer Festivals: 
a Great British Tradition, Laura Hadland 
includes a little section on the Pig’s Ear 
which tells us it began in 1982 at York 
Hall in Bethnal Green (which I vaguely 
remember as I was working round the 

corner at the time). 
It was switched to 

Stratford Town Hall in 
1988 and stayed there for 
20 years before moving 
into its current home, 
Round Chapel in Clapton, 
just a couple of train 
stops from Stratford on 
the Mildmay Line. It will 
be hosting the 2025 fes-
tival from midday on 2 
December  to 6 December. 
Starting on a Tuesday is 
unusual these days, but it 

attracts a good after-work crowd.
You can expect around 175 different 

cask beers to be pouring, and Laura 
Hadland notes that the Pig’s Ear is 
famous among Camra festivals for a 
wide range of brews that will include 
some rarities.

It’s this kind of thing that keeps 
ale enthusiasts coming back to these 
events, but I sometimes wonder 
whether more could be done to attract 
a wider demographic. This year’s Pig’s 
Ear theme is ‘Thunderpigs’, that is, a 
porcine take on Thunderbirds. Good 
fun for those who remember the sci-fi 
puppet show (I had the uniform) but 
there is a younger crowd out there 
that’s interested in exploring beer who 
might not feel so welcome.

No doubt the arguments will go on, 
over many beers.

LICENSING 
ACT 2003
Application for a Variation 
of a Premises Licence 

I Deniz Erdogan have applied to Newham Council 
to vary the premises licence for: 

Alma Express (Convenience Store), 56A Warton 
Road, Stratford, London E15 2JS so that the 
following licensable activities may be provided on 
the following days and hours: 

Sale of alcohol (off site): 
•	 Sunday – Thursday 06:00 – 00:00
•	 Friday – Saturday 06:00 – 02:00

To remove certain conditions	

Newham Council’s Licensing Register is kept at the 
office of the Licensing Team, East Ham Town Hall, 
Barking Road, London E6 2RP (open 10am to 4pm 
Monday to Friday), 020 3373 1925, where details of 
the application may be inspected.

Any representations against the application must 
be made in writing and received by the Licensing 
Team at the above address or via our website 
https://www.newham.gov.uk/Pages/Services/
Premises-alcohol-and-entertainment-licence.
aspx, no later than 10/10/2025.

Individuals, businesses and other bodies may 
make representations in relation to the applicatio. 
Representations must be relevant and can only 
be based upon the Licensing Objectives; the 
prevention of crime and disorder, public safety, the 
prevention of public nuisance, and the protection of 
children from harm.  Copies of all representations 
will be sent to the applicant.  Persons making 
representations will have to appear at the Councils’ 
Licensing Sub-Committee.  

Note:  It is an offence, liable on conviction to a 
fine up to £5,000 for an applicant to knowingly or 
recklessly make a false statement in connection 
with the application.
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Stratford loves Jazz at the Dialogue Express Café
RICHARD STUBBS

I walk through the new 
exit from Stratford Sta-
tion leading on to Gibbins 

Road, where signs direct me 
to the site of the Dialogue Ex-
press Café. The sound of jazz 
fills the air, and I meet Hakan 
Elbir who says this event is 
Dialogue Hub’s (DH) contri-
bution to National Inclusion 
Week. Hakan is the Founder 
of DH, a social enterprise that 
focuses on supporting the so-
cial inclusion of people with 
disability such as blindness 
or deafness. We talk on com-
fortable seating outside the 
café’s premises where the ba-
ristas are deaf and customers 
are encouraged to order their 
food and drink using sign lan-
guage. The café is a ’69 Brit-
ish Rail carriage that was in 
service until ’92 and has been 
converted into seating space 
for customers, and a kitchen.

I ask Hakan how much of 
their income is through trading, 

and he says only about 30 per-
cent, with the rest coming from 
himself, though he expects to 
receive grants and corporate 
sponsorship. Hakan explains 
that if your primary aim is to 
give deaf people training and 

experience of work, thus help-
ing them gain skills, confidence 
and build up social networks, 
you cannot also prioritise profit 
by reducing staff to a minimum 
and only employing highly 
experienced people. 

Hakan says that Dialogue Hub 
wishes to expand their work by 
opening new Dialogue Cafés 
around London using a part-
nership model. Dialogue Hub 
is delighted to collaborate with 
the London East Jazz Network 

(LEJN) to present today’s 
Jazz Festival for the launch of 
Dialogue Express Café. He says 
they are planning to continue 
these events in November.

I watch the Jazz Trio Sula, 
the first of four acts, before 
Hakan introduces me to Mark 
Kass, who is the organizer of 
the Jazz Festival. Mark and I 
retreat to where conversa-
tion is easy. He sees jazz as 
a timeless, diverse and mul-
ti-cultural music that is part 
of the inclusion agenda. He set 
up the LEJN as a social enter-
prise for community benefit in 
2019 and feels that working at 
today’s event is part of their 
inclusion work. At that point 
rain starts to fall and I flee to 
the railway carriage where I 
am treated to electronic jazz 
music played on carrots, mel-
ons, and similar items. Mark 
refers to it as the Melon-Cauli 
orchestra and I hope he is not 
referring to the mood of his 
performers given the weather!
dialoguehub.co.uk

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Exactly 85 years after a 
shocking WWII tragedy 
in which hundreds died 

in a disaster that was for years 
hushed up by the authorities, 
a memorial was organised for 
those who perished.

The bombing of South 
Hallsville School, where a new 
Hallsville School was built in 
1951, was recalled by the Custom 
House and Canning Town 
Community Renewal Project 
(CH&CTCRP) who organised the 
memorial attended by relatives 
of those who perished, pupils 
from the school, and others.

The Blitz by German bomb-
ers started in the London docks 
on 7 September 1940. Bombs 
hit Canning Town homes, and 
families were told to shelter in 
the school pending evacuation. 
The official story is that there 
was a mix up with the buses but 

Remembering the Hallsville School Tragedy
sheer negligence is more likely 
according to Ritchie Calder, 
a journalist, who repeatedly 
warned the authorities of the 
danger to the women, children 
and the vulnerable sheltering 
in the school. 

The school suffered a direct 
hit. The official censor banned 

reporting and pictures of the 
tragedy saying this would be 
devastating to morale.

The memorial event was held 
in the beautiful apse of the Old 
St. Luke’s which was bombed on 
the same day. This was the first 
time the apse had been open to 
the public since 1985, when the 
church was closed. In 1994 the 
CH&CTCRP was formed and a 
powerful community campaign 
led to the saving of the building 
for posterity. 

The apse provided a site fit 
for the event. The charity man-
ager welcomed all assembled. 
A representative of the South 

Fee patron of Your Place
BBC Radio 1Xtra’s Fee Mak has 
officially joined Newham-based 
homelessness charity Your 
Place as their Patron. Your Place 
supports 153 people at any one 
time, making it one of the larg-
est hostels in the country. 

Fee who was born and raised 
in Newham said: “Since my 
secondary school days, volun-
teering and giving back have 
always been close to my heart. 
I’m honoured to support the 
vital work Your Place is doing 
to empower people and change 

lives in my community. It’s a 
privilege to play even a small 
part in such an inspiring mis-
sion, and I’m excited for all 
that lies ahead!”
your-place.org.uk

Honour for Jack
Jack Leslie will be honoured 
with a community event dur-
ing Black History Month in 
October at the Foundry. Jack 
who was from Newham should 
have been the first Black foot-
baller to play for England in 
1925 but he was deselected 
because of his Black Heritage. 
jackleslie.co.uk

New trains for DLR
Transport for London (TFL) 
are introducing new DLR 
trains that will include air 
conditioning, improved ac-
cessibility and mobile device 
charging points.

Tom Page, TfL’s General 

COMMUNITY NEWS ROUNDUP
Manager for the DLR said: 
“Customers may see out-
of-service DLR trains run-
ning between Stratford 
International and Beckton as 
we’ve started reliability test-
ing of the new trains.”
tfl.gov.uk 

Appeal for debt service
Bonny Downs Communi-
ty Association has launched a 
£20,000 crowdfunding appeal 
to save its face-to-face debt ad-
vice service. So far almost half 
the money has been raised with 
around three weeks to go, Re-
cent funding cuts left one part-
time Advisor, supported by one 
trained volunteer, with over 50 
clients facing a combined to-
tal of £563,886 in debt. Aviva 
Community fund has pledged 
to match donations. 

To give, go to crowdfunder.
co.uk/p/bdca-debt-advice 

By Neandra Etienne

Hallsville School Disaster Group 
outlined the tragedy and family 
members shared their memo-
ries. Three pupils from a group 
of 20 children from Hallsville 
School read a poem, and a 
soprano from Newham Music 
sang three arias that stunned 
the audience. Names of the 77 

known victims were read out 
including eight from the same 
family. The event moved many 
to tears with a rendering of the 
hymn Abide With Me.

Afterwards, at the memo-
rial outside, there was a min-
ute’s silence and wreath lay-
ing. Finally, a new exhibition 

of 150 years of St. Luke’s was 
available in the Fr. Goose Hall, 
along with home-made cake 
and tea, where the guests 
shared further memories.

The names of those who partici-
pated have been omitted as a mark 
of respect to the many nameless 
who died in this tragic event.

Fee Mak, Image courtesy Your Place
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Sign up for our email newsletter
Each month Newham Voices publishes more stories than 
we can fit into our printed newspaper.
Sign up for our email newsletter to get the best of our 
stories delivered straight to your inbox: bit.ly/3Uzqomb

Congratulations to Newham-born Ezri 
Konsa who scored for England against 
Serbia during the World Cup Qualifying 
game on 9 September. Ezri, who plays 
for Aston Villa told his social media 
followers, “What a feelinggg! A night 
I’ll never forget and something I’ve 
dreamt about since being a child. First 
goal for my country.”

England are scheduled to play a 
friendly against Wales on 9 October 
and a World Cup Qualifier against 
Latvia on 14 October.
@ezrikonsa 

Badminton free sessions for young 
people aged 10 - 16 will be delivered by 
a Badminton England qualified coach 
with over 20 years’ experience. All 
equipment will be provided

Every Thursday evening 6-7.30pm, 
Rokeby School, E16 
https://tinyurl.com/ybrkrwre 

London Lions have announced the 
fixtures for the basketball EuroCup 
campaign at the Copper Box Arena 
Stratford. Fixtures will run from Octo-
ber through to February
thelondonlions.com 

Despite winning just one of the four 
and county group finals, the Cordell 
Cup, Plashet Park Bowls Club had a 
successful end to the outdoor bowling 
season winning the Ilford and District 
League and are division 2 champi-
ons of the Walthamstow and District 
Thursday Fours league. Including the 
Redbridge Afternoon League Rural 
Plate, it means they have won 4 com-
petitions this year. 

Cliff Dye, President and Captain of 
Plashet Park Bowls Club told Newham 
Voices: “The bigger challenge starts when 
the Council stop maintaining our bowl-
ing green. The club members are deter-
mined to carry on and we will do our best 
to maintain the green and pavilion.”

Drop-In Bereavement Centre Keep Fit 
Classes for over 60s will be held on 3, 
17, 24, 31 October, from 12pm -1.30pm 
at St Bartholomew’s Church & Centre, 
292b Barking Rd, East Ham E6. Book a 
space by calling 0207 511 6444
thedropinbereavementcentre.co.uk 

Newham Cricket Club had a mixed but 
encouraging season across all four sides. 

The 1st XI endured a challeng-
ing campaign, finishing eighth out 
of 10, while the 2nd XI came 11th in 
a competitive 16-team league, show-
ing promise but lacking the consist-
ency. In contrast, the club’s lower XIs 

excelled. The 3rd XI enjoyed an out-
standing year, finishing runners-up, 
driven by strong batting and bowling 
that delivered commanding victories 
and a sustained title challenge. The 
4th XI also impressed, securing 3rd 
place and demonstrating depth and 
resilience throughout the season. 

Together, these results highlight 
the club’s strength in depth and pro-
vide optimism for future campaigns. 
Meanwhile, the first and second will 
aim to be more consistent to improve 
next season.
newhamcc.com

Better Club Games 2025 is an annual 
event across Better leisure centres that 
brings together senior members and 
customers aged 60 and above to rep-
resent their local Better leisure centre 
for the Club Games trophy. Activities 
include; Darts, Timed Cycle Chal-
lenges, Short Mat Bowls, Short Tennis, 
Badminton and Table Tennis. Specta-

Ezri Konsa. Image ©Eddie Keogh/The FA

Compiled by Neandra Etienne

SPORTS SHORTS
tors are welcome to watch the full day 
of activities for £2

1 October, 10am - 4pm, Copper Box 
Arena, Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, 
better.org.uk/healthy-communities/
club-games 

Henry Bateman has lived in Forest Gate 
all his life.He is a member of Newham 
and Essex Beagles Athletics Club and 
trains with them twice a week.He runs 
for the club in various athletics events, 
but his main race is 800m.Now he is 
running in the Royal Parks Half Mar-
athon on 12 October to raise money for 
Papyrus, a suicide prevention charity.
https://tinyurl.com/mpkpyu9n

Dates and times of all games and events are 
subject to change. Please email your sports 
news, games and fixtures to neandra.
etienne@newhamvoices.co.uk

Plashet Park Bowls Club ©Keith Riley

LICENSING 
ACT 2003
APPLICATION FOR A 
NEW PREMISES LICENCE 

Bhadreshkumar Patel has applied to Newham 
Council for a Premises Licence for:

Bhakti Foods Ltd, 247 Plashet Road, London E13 
0QU so that the following licensable activities 
may be provided on the following days and times: 

Provision of late night refreshment 
•	 11:00pm to 2:00am, 7 days a week

Newham Council’s Licensing Register is kept at 
the Licensing Team, East Ham Town Hall, Barking 
Road London E6 2RP (open 10 am to 4 pm Monday 
to Friday), 0203 3731925 where details of the 
application may be inspected, any queries should 
be sent to Licensing@newham.gov.uk  

Any representations against the application 
must be made in writing and received by the 
Licensing Team at the above address, by no later 
than 10th October 2025. 

Individuals, businesses and other bodies may 
make representations in relation to the application. 
Representations must be relevant and can only be 
on the licensing objectives of the prevention or crime 
and disorder, public safety, the  prevention of public 
nuisance, and the protection of children from harm. 
Copies of all representations will be sent to the 
Applicant.  Persons making representations will have 
to appear at the Councils’ Licensing Sub-Committee.  

Note: It is an offence, liable on conviction to a 
fine up to £5,000 for an applicant to knowingly or 
recklessly make a false statement in connection 
with the application.

Advertisements

LICENSING 
ACT 2003
APPLICATION FOR A 
PREMISES LICENCE 

I Mr Abdul Sami have applied to NEWHAM 
COUNCIL for a premises licences for:

Maaz Café & Street Food, Unit 1, 819 Romford Road 
E12 6EA so that the following licensable activities 
may be provided on the following days and hours:

Provision of late-night refreshment 
•	 11pm-3am Monday-Sunday 

Newham Council’s Licensing Register is kept 
at the office of the Licensing Team, Town Hall, 
328 Barking Road, East Ham, E6 2RT (open from 
10.00am to 4.00pm Monday to Friday), 020 3373 
1925, where details of the application may be 
inspected. 

Any representations against the application 
must be made in writing and received by the 
Licensing Team at the above address, by no later 
than the 16/10/2025

Individuals, businesses and other bodies may 
make representations in relation to the application. 
Representations must be relevant and can only be 
on the licensing objectives of the prevention of crime 
and disorder, public safety, the prevention of public 
nuisance, and the protection of children from harm.  
Copies of all representations will be sent to the 
applicant.  Persons making representations will have 
to appear at the Councils’ Licensing Sub-Committee.

 Note: It is an offence, liable on conviction to 
a fine up to £5,000 for a person to knowingly or 
recklessly make a false statement in connection 
with the application.

Walk for homeless
The homeless charity Crisis was 

founded in 1967 after a walk 
from Barnabas Church Manor 

Park to Hyde Park. Now a London 
based volunteer group in partner-
ship with St Barnabas Church in 
Manor Park, plans to recreate the 
original walk a day after World 
Homelessness Day and will raise 
funds and awareness for Crisis.

The walk is on 11 October, start-
ing at St Barnabas Church in Manor 
Park and further information is 
available from walktoendhome-

lessness@crisis.org.uk  
To make a donation to Crisis go 

to: https://tinyurl.com/mrfp9jcm 

Advertise with us

Email mark@socialspider.com or call 07728 520 116

Newham Cricket Club

Henry Bateman 
©Sally Tully

Crisis UK
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Gloom descends again as West Ham falter
Mickey Ambrose is at a loss 
to understand what must be 
going on at the West Ham 
training ground these days

Mickey Ambrose

Jarrod Bowen, Lucas Paqueta 
and Callum Wilson, his first 
goal for the club, earned the 

Hammers their first victory 
of the season at Nottingham 
Forest some weeks ago, but 
poor results against Chelsea, 
Tottenham and Crystal Palace 
have seen the return of frail-
ties exposed in their stuttering 
start to the season.

Following the 5-1 defeat 
by Chelsea in their last home 
game, Hammers fans were 
hoping for a repeat of the 
Forest experience in their 
game with Tottenham.

Speaking to West Ham fans 
before the game one told 
me: “It depends on which 
Tottenham team turns up,” and 
within minutes of the kick off 
Lucas Paqueta could have put 
the home side ahead when he 
turned on a sixpence and pro-
duced a tame swivel shot that 
he screwed wide of the post.

However, Tottenham blew the 

Hammers away in this London 
Derby at the London Stadium 
thanks to goals from Pape 
Matar Sarr, Lucas Bergvall, and 
Mickey van den Ven. 

After fans took the extraor-
dinary step of calling for the 
people running their club to 
step down, perhaps the next 
move for West Ham’s official 
fan advisory board is to issue a 
vote of no confidence in their 
team’s defending. 

Frankly, their defending is 
woeful and this was shown 
again against Palace. Nothing 
seems to have made Graham 
Potter’s dreadful side realise 
that marking opponents at 
set-pieces is a good idea.

This is schoolboy stuff. 
It’s something I learnt at my 
boyhood clubs Senrab FC and 
Poplar Boys in East London.

 I don’t like criticising play-
ers but you really do have to 
wonder what is going on at the 
training ground on set pieces. 

They should have known 
that one of Thomas Frank’s 
specialties while manager at 
Brentford was making teams 
pay at set pieces, and Pape 
Matar Sarr duly obliged when 
left all on his own at the back 
post to head the perfect header 
- even the ball boy behind the 
goal got in on the act he was 
pointing to West Ham players 
and shouting “pick him up”. 
(I’m not sure if that is classed 
as interfering with play…)

A basic rule of thumb when 
defending corners is that you 
have someone on the front and 
back posts and, more impor-
tantly, you have a leader in 
the heart of the defence doing 
the organising, someone like 
Tony Adams of Arsenal, or John 
Terry of Chelsea or, perhaps the 
greatest of them all, the West 
Ham legend Bobby Moore. 

The Hammers don’t seem to 
have that. And checking who 
is behind you and not just ball 
watching would also help, but 
things got a lot worse for the 
Hammers when Tomas Soucek 
was given a straight red card 
for a reckless challenge, studs 
up, on Joao Palhinha.

The second for Spurs was a 
gem, a long ball out of defence 

which found Lucas Bergvall 
who twisted his neck in a way 
to steer the ball from the hand 
of Hermansen. 

Bergvall then had a hand in 
the third when he danced his 
way through the West Ham 
penalty box and his bad touch 
inadvertently found Mickey 
van den Ven who drilled in a 
low shot that gave the West 
Ham keeper no chance.

At the end West Ham were 
winless in seven home games 
while Potter has lost 13 of his 
24 matches in charge. Everyone 
agrees – West Ham need to do 
something, and quickly!! 

Moving away from football 
slightly, I want to mention 
former world boxing cham-
pion and Manchester City fan 
Ricky Hatton who was found 
dead at his home in Greater 
Manchester, aged just 46. 
Hatton won world titles at 
light-welterweight and wel-
terweight and his all-action 
style made him one of the most 
popular fighters in the first 
decade of the new century.

His down-to-earth demean-
our endeared him to fans 
across the world as did his 
openness about mental health 
issues he endured upon his 

retirement from the ring. He 
was an avid Manchester City 
supporter and the club said 
they were devastated.

His loss is a reminder that 
mental health isn’t a weak-
ness. It’s part of being human. 
And we must talk about it. 
We must reach out. We must 
lean on each other. We all owe 
Ricky a debt for raising the 
issue. Rest well, Ricky. You’ll 
always have your place in the 
ring of our memories.

To everyone reading this: if 
you’re hurting or struggling. 
Talk. Reach out. We need more 
light, more compassion, more 
understanding.

Mickey Ambrose is a former 
Chelsea and Charlton player who 
lives in Stratford.

WE NEED YOUR HELP
Give us a break! To support Newham Voices, go to paypal: 
bit.ly/giveNVabreak or contact us for bank details.

OUR CURRENT MEMBERS
Aruthy A, Adesola Fani-Kayode, Hans Beck, Tee Fabikun, Jean Gray, John Gray, Norbert Lieckfeldt, Jane 
Lofthouse, Ronan O’Brien, Florian Schmal, Christoph Peters, Victoria Parkinson, Amin Rahman, Richard 
Stevenson, Richard Stubbs, Patrick White, Lee Woodyear, Maureen Wood, Robbie Judkins, Ann-Marie 
Ashton, Robbie Judkins, Daphne Stedman, Carlton Lubowa, Jared Shurin, Claire Pattie, Alice Povel Gillham, 
Maksymilian Mika,  L Brown, Juliet Allen, Richard Stevenson, Judith Greenway, Jane Lofthouse, Ben Whitelaw, 
Laura Glendinning, Paul Dawson, Shirley Biro, Wenty’s Tropical Foods, David Ceen, John Whitworth, Ian 
Macdonald, Abdul Aziz Hafezi, Maureen Wood, Lorraine Cezair-Phillip, Tawanda Nyabango, Ruth Wareing

Can you help us? Our membership scheme has many different 
options depending on your ability to contribute. Rewards 
include having a copy of the paper posted to you every month. 
Local businesses and charities can also sign up and access 
discounts on advertising.
Find out more at: newhamvoices.co.uk/membership
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Email  patrons@socialspider.com for more information

We love reporting on local news in 
Newham but the business of local 
news publishing is really hard

Between 2007 and 2022, the 
number of local journalists 
employed by major news 
publishers in the UK dropped  
by two thirds from 8,847 to 
2,830. And 293 local newspapers 
have closed since 2005. 

We make local news freely 
available to people in Newham 
but local newspapers are not 
free to produce. Last year, 
published over 400 news  
stories in Newham Voices.  
We distributed 150,000 free 
copies of the paper.

We ran important news stories 
such as our in depth reporting on 

Newham’s housing crisis and its 
impact on local communities. 

We amplified the positive side  
of life in Newham with our 
detailed coverage of arts, 
cultural and sporting activities.  

Our supporters and our 
advertisers make it possible 
to continue writing, editing, 
printing and distributing 
Newham Voices. It is never  
less than a struggle.

We’re looking for patrons who 
can donate £500 or more to 
support Newham Voices to 
thrive and grow.


