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AIDAN WHITE

Homeless and vulnerable 
people in one of Strat-
ford’s poorest areas are 

in mourning over the myste-
rious death of Daniela Ter-
ciu, a much-loved member of 
their community.

Daniela was found dead in 
the canal at Three Mills Lock 
Stratford on 18 September. 
Police arrested a man on sus-
picion of murder, but released 
him three days later without 
charge.

Police have not made any 
public appeal for information 

hundreds of local people. 
“I don’t know how to con-

sole them. How do we say 
goodbye when we don’t know 
what really happened? This is 
all a mystery and people want 
answers to questions.

“We are devastated by her 
loss and troubled that no-one 
has come to learn about the 
life she lived among us.”

A shrine to her memory has 
been set up in the Centre where 
Daniela was a regular visitor 
for the last four years. Her 
body was found the day after 
her final visit to the Centre.

Questions remain over the 
cause of her death and people 
at the Centre are concerned at 
the lack of public information 
over her death. 

Daniela, aged 54, lived with 
Sorin in a tent on waste ground 
between Bow Canal and the 
Tesco supermarket in Bow. 

Her partner Sorin Visan told 
Newham Voices that he was 
told that Daniela had been 
strangled, but police say the 
death remains “unexpected.”

A spokesperson for the Met 
Police told Newham Voices that: 

“The death is being treated 
as unexpected and remains 
under investigation. As part 
of enquiries, on 1 October 
officers arrested a man in his 
50s on suspicion of murder. 
He was subsequently released 
under investigation pending 
further enquiries.”

At some stage a formal 
inquest will be held but police 
have not confirmed which cor-
oner’s court will deal with the 
case and have not yet confirmed 
that Daniela was the victim.

Like others Samantha White is 
stunned by the incident. “Could 
we have a proper funeral,” she 

asks. “Daniela deserves respect 
and dignity. We are dealing 
with people’s grief. I’m grief 
stricken myself and its made 
worse because we don’t know 
exactly what happened to her.”

Others at the Centre 
expressed their shock and 
sadness. “The news was such 
a shock,” said Daniel’s friend 
Mariana Banita. “I will miss 
you very much and will always 
think of you with love.”

Richard said: “Daniela, you 
were strong and kind-hearted. 
You did not deserve to die like 
this.”

“You left us in a cruel way, 
but you will always be in our 
thoughts,” said Doina. Maxine 
Mitchell said “Daniela was an 
amazing woman with a heart 
of gold.” 

Dozens of similar tributes 
came from members of the 
Carpenters community.

“Daniela will never be for-
gotten,” said Samantha, “she 
lives on in our memories, our 
stories and the love we con-
tinue to share in her name.”

Although no formal appeal 
has been launched the police 
say anyone with information 
should ring 011 and quote the 
case number CAD 5694/18SEP.

or released any news about the 
case, which has dismayed her 
friends at the Carpenters and 
Docklands Community Centre 
in Stratford.

“People are very upset,” said 
Samantha White, the manager 
of the Centre which provides 
food and support every day to 
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Council Notebook By Peter Landman

Following a unified and dignified 
tribute to Councillor Neil Wil-
son, who has passed away after 

30 years service the council meeting 
on 9 October sharpley divided in a row 
over Council investments that might 
be helping Israel.

The meeting was split over a motion 
from Councillor Mehmood Mirza, 
Independents, calling for the council 
to pull out of pension fund investments 
linked to Israel, which is accused of 
human rights abuse and war crimes in 
the Gaza conflict.

The Newham Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign, which has highlighted 
genocide by the Israeli army and 
government in Gaza, made a state-
ment declaring support for Councillor 
Mirza’s motion.

But while there was all-party agree-
ment on the need to improve ethical 
standards in pension fund invest-
ments, disagreement remained on the 
Government and Council’s record of 
support to Palestine.

Four Labour majority Councillors 
denied that the Council had invest-
ments leading to help for Israel.

The majority of Labour council-
lors agreed a recommendation from 
Councillor John Gray, Chair of the 
Pensions Committee, to consult a 
pensions expert for advice on ethi-
cal standards in future investments; 
and to stop investments going to war 
zones where international law is being 
breached.

Nevertheless, opposition councillors 
voted against, insisting that divest-

Council row over pension 
funds “helping Israel”

ments are necessary, and that both 
the government and council have not 
given decisive support to the people of 
Palestine.

Several councillors took up again 
questions they had raised earlier 
Councillor Thelma Odoi, Labour, 
asked again about the cost of period 
products which were not affordable to 
women in poverty; Councillor Sabia 
Kamali, Labour referred again to cases 
of landlord misconduct in accom-
modation let out to women fleeing 
domestic abuse; and Councillor Areeq 

Chowdhury, Greens, raised objections 
to the use of facial recognition tech-
nology by police.

In a report on Gambling Licenses 
Councillors were told that although the 
Council is responsible for issuing indi-
vidual gambling licences, it does not 
have the power to direct the location 
of gambling shops. The Council has 
established a gambling vulnerability 
area in East Ham, where the objective 
is to pool resources for safe gambling. 
For information contact: amar.vir-
dee@ newham.gov.uk 

Peter Landman writes:

The Council Cabinet meeting on 
23 October heard that the Coun-
cil is making further progress to 

meet the challenge of housing and the 
homeless crisis.

Council officers have been meeting 
with property developers to negotiate 
reduced acquisition costs for tempo-
rary accommodation and there have 
been increases in efforts to prevent 
residents becoming homeless.

Following last year’s damning report 
from the Social Housing Regulator, 
Newham has created a new post of 
Director of Property and the housing 
team have gone some way to meet the 
standard on tenant and leaseholder 
participation, which was not fully met 

Progress on Housing Strategy

in the regulator’s visit. 
A new Housing Resident Improvement 

Strategy is also being implemented and 
a Resident Challenge Board has been set 
up. The backlog of fire safety inspec-
tions has been substantially cleared.

Magic Time Saver: Cabinet was 
told that the Welfare Services Tech 
Company Bream have produced an 

application “Magic Notes” that auto-
matically generates standard forms 
after the user has recorded details of a 
meeting. Magic Notes has been piloted 
in Adult Social Care and Children’s 
Services. A social worker has stated 
that this has been saving him a day a 
week, giving the opportunity to spend 
more direct contact time.

Canning Town Enterprise Hub 
Strategy: Cabinet agreed a strategy 
for “greening” the area North West of 
Canning Town reaching to West Ham 
underground station which will bring 
more local employment. Funding 
will be mainly from the Community 
Infrastructure Levy; and London 
Borough of Tower Hamlets will con-
tribute. For more information contact: 
mayor@newham.gov.uk 

 

Image via Instagram/
Newham PSC

Image: Samuel Regan Asante/unsplash
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Borough chief warns of backlash as 
Council plans new round of cuts
NICK CLARK,  
LOCAL DEMOCRACY REPORTER

A nine percent council tax in-
crease, children’ s centre clo-
sures, and job and pay cuts, are 

among measures being considered by 
Newham Council as it battles to find 
£53m to balance its budget next year.

In the coming months an extensive 
consultation with residents will take 
place over the plans. 

But Newham Council interim chief 
executive Paul Martin warned coun-
cillors that new austerity measures 
in Newham will be “resisted” by res-
idents and the Council’s own work-
ers. The latest round of cuts come on 
top of a similar strategy of council 
tax rise and cuts implemented earlier 
this year.

Martin told the Council Cabinet on 23 
October that after 15 years of auster-
ity, new savings proposals are “always 
going to be resisted”.

He said most councils, including 
Newham, have done everything they 
can to find imaginative and creative 
ways to reduce spending, 

“The point that we’ve reached is one 
where really many of the things that 
wouldn’t be contentious have already 
been done,” he said. “It’s very diffi-
cult to identify measures that won’t 
be resisted by a part of the population 
and indeed our own workforce”.

The latest cuts were unpalatable, 
he said, but were needed because of 
the Council’s responsibility to remain 
financially viable.

He added: “What we’re identifying 
is always going to be resisted. I don’t 
believe there will be a saving that we 
can identify that won’t be resisted by 
somebody, somewhere, and often for 
very good reasons.”

Newham Council Cabinet members 
scrutinised early budget proposals on 
23 October and were told the Borough 
will have to find £53m to balance its 
budget next year.

Proposals include: seeking gov-
ernment permission to raise council 
tax by 8.99 percent: closing Stratford 
Youth Zone; reducing staff numbers, 
and; not agreeing a pay award.

Other possible measures include 
moving to fortnightly waste collec-
tions, cutting care packages, reducing 
council tax support for poorer resi-
dents, and housing homeless families 
further away.

Mayor Rokhsana Fiaz told the 
Cabinet that increased demand for 

services and the cost of providing 
them pose “the biggest challenge fac-
ing local government in a generation 
if not more”.

Councils are struggling in particular 
to cover the costs of providing social 
care services, and temporary accom-
modation for vulnerable people at risk 
of homelessness.

Newham has the highest number 
of people in temporary accommo-
dation in England – more than 7,500 
households – costing the council some 
£100m a year.

She said that Newham is “not unique 
in these challenges” but added that 
the Borough is also “at the sharp end 
of the housing crisis in the capital”.

Fiaz said that the council is on 
course to spend £140m on temporary 
accommodation by 2028, and would 
be in a more “comfortable” position if 
this wasn’t the case.

She added there had to be a “real 

debate about what residents expect 
from their council and from any coun-
cil and how much of that we can deliver 
from our current income.”

Fiaz said: “The long term message 
has to be that we will do it less, but we 
will do it well.”

The cabinet agreed unanimously to 
put the proposals to the public. This 
will include seven consultation events, 
online and in person, where people can 
share their views.

The Council will publish the first 
draft of its budget and proposed cuts 
in December, and the final budget will 
be voted in February 2026.

According to a survey by the prop-
erty information site Property Buyers 
Today, based on an analysis of Band D 
properties, Newham is the eighth low-
est council tax level in England. 

Meanwhile, Newham Council 
will receive £880,266 from the 
Government’s £84 million uplift to 
homelessness and rough-sleeping 
funding, announced to coincide with 
World Homelessness Day on 10 October.

The Borough’s allocation includes:
•	 Rough Sleeping Prevention and 

Recovery Grant top-up £418,075
•	 Supporting Children Experiencing 

Homelessness: £400,000
•	 Rough Sleeping Drug and Alcohol 

Treatment Grant: £62,191

The funding will improve local sup-
port for people in temporary accom-
modation and give enhanced services 
for people sleeping rough or at risk of 
homelessness.

Have say on Superloop
Transport for London (TfL) 
is inviting Londoners to have 
their say on the next proposed 

Superloop SL14 express bus 
route, which will run between 
Stratford bus station and 
Chingford Hatch (Hatch Lane) 
via Walthamstow.

COMMUNITY NEWS ROUNDUP
There is also a proposed 

change to the local D8 route to 
accommodate the SL14. The D8 
would be re-routed in Stratford 
(Warton Road) to start/end 
at Stratford City bus station 
instead of Stratford bus station.

The consultation is open for 
feedback for until 5 November 
2025.
haveyoursay.tfl.gov.uk/
sl14-superloop 

Nominate your Newham 
Civic Stars!
Nominations for the Newham 
Civic Awards are now open.

The nominations close on 16 
November. The awards cere-
mony takes place on 4 March 
2026 at Old Stratford Town 
Hall.
newham.gov.uk/get-in-
volved-community/newham-
civic-awards 

By Neandra Etienne

Cash grants on offer
Organisations and resident 
groups can apply for funding 
from the £50,000 Lyle’s Local 
Fund 2025. 

Grants of up to £5,000 will 
be awarded to support grass-
roots projects, with payments 
made before the end of 2025.

The grant closes on 9 
November 2025 at 11.00pm
newham.gov.uk/commu-
nity-parks-leisure/fund-
ing-community-projects-1/3 

Newham Data in final
Newham Data has been 
named a finalist in the Tech 
Impact Awards 2025 for its 
work inspiring young peo-
ple to explore careers in 
data and technology. Mayor 
of Newham Rokhsana Fiaz, 
who launched the initia-
tive, said: “Being shortlisted 

for the Tech Impact Awards 
is powerful recognition of 
how we’re driving inclusive 
growth through innovation.”

Winners will be announced 
on 2 December 2025.

Superloop ©TfL

The Mayor and young people at the 
Tech Awards launch

Paul Martin Rokhsana Fiaz
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NEWHAM LEISURE CENTRE GYM 
REFURBISHMENT  
NOW COMPLETE

MORE WAYS 
TO MOVE  
IN NEWHAM
Choose to move at your local leisure centre 
and you’ll also support the health and 
wellbeing of communities across Newham. 
Whether you’re interested in visiting a few 
times a month, or looking to enjoy activities 
more than once a week, get the access  
you need at a price that works for you. 

Book an activity at your local centre,  
or start your membership online.

better.org.uk/newham 
Alternatively, pop by your local 
centre and speak to a member  
of our friendly team.
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Your 
health 
record

ONLINE

Your
health 
record

ONLINE

Take control of your health 
ONLINE

We have launched an online portal that gives you 
secure access to your health record. 

Once you’ve signed up, you’ll gain access to a wealth 
of information including your hospital Outpatient 
appointments, documentation, radiology appointments, 
radiology reports, and blood test results.

It's free and easy to use for all Barts Health 
NHS Trust patients.

For more information and to sign up to 
Patients Know Best, please scan the QR code.

 
Or visit: bartshealth.nhs.uk/patients-know-best 

Community News

AIDAN WHITE

The new owners of the 
Durning Hall site on 
Earlham Grove, Forest 

Gate, are holding a fresh con-
sultation about the future of 
the site, reviving hopes that 
this treasured community hub 
will get a new lease of life.

The site was sold by Aston 
Mansfield last autumn and 
Newham Council has agreed 
detailed planning permission 
for new homes and a com-
munity space but this has not 
been implemented. 

Now the owners are explor-
ing proposals for a fresh start 
on the long-term future of the 
site, which include plans for 
affordable homes, a new com-
munity space and a hotel.

Lia Rees, a local writer and 
historian welcomed the news 
of a new consultation which 
coincides with the publication 
of her new booklet on the his-
tory of the area.

Lia, who lives in Earlham 
Grove, says the story of 
Durning Hall features in the 
local history booklet she is 
publishing in November – 

Radical E7: past and present. 
“I strongly recommend 

keeping it as a community 
space,” she says.

“It was co-designed by 
local people in the ‘60s and 
was vital to many grassroots 
voluntary groups, including 
those later involved in hous-
ing co-ops, anti-racism and 
other important community 

Durning Hall: a fresh consultation

work. So that’s an inspiring 
part of its history.” 

Her booklet also mentions 
the story of the “Save Durning 
Hall” campaign a few years 
ago, where local people battled 
to keep it as a community cen-
tre when the plan to sell up was 
announced by Aston Mansfield.

“The battle went against 
them, and the unpopular hous-

ing plans were approved,” she 
says, “so it’s excellent that 
different options are being 
explored. It honestly broke 
everyone’s hearts when it hap-
pened. We need independent 
community space for the health 
and self-respect of this area. 

“Forest Gate is full of cre-
ative talent and energy - we 
have jumble trails, community 

gardens, every cultural group 
in existence, and a massive 
grassroots Festival (25 years 
and counting) put on by local 
people every July”.

Lia would love to have a 
hopeful conclusion on this 
story because she says there’s 
still immense sadness locally 
that people in the area lost a 
beloved community space. 

“The loss inspired the cre-
ation of the UP Garden, an 
excellent place, but we still 
need indoor halls for those 
medium-to-large-scale com-
munity meetings and events. 
There’s no substitute. We have 
a local writers’ group spend-
ing too much money on hired 
space in Stratford, because 
there’s nothing available in 
Forest Gate where many of 
their people are based.”

Radical E7 is available for 
£3.50 from Number 8 Forest 
Gate, at 8 Sebert Road, E7 
from late November. People 
interested in comment-
ing on the future of Durning 
Hall should contact Kanda 
Consulting on 0203 900 3676 
or email Alex.Sabin@kanda-
consulting.co.uk

Image: Aston Mansfield
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CHRIS EK

A few years ago, while 
working with the Care 
for Calais charity, Lau-

ra Glendinning became aware 
these children were not re-
ceiving any education. She 
decided to fill in the appli-
cation forms to get them into 
various Newham schools and 
met with the Department of 
Public Health who supported 
her initiative.

I met her while teaching 
English voluntarily and was 
most impressed by her con-
stant dedication to help oth-
ers. Laura, a grandmother 
and retired nurse, has lived in 
Newham since 1982 when she 
moved here with friends. 

She said: “I’m still here! I 
have lived here longer than 
anywhere else, brought my 
children up here. Newham is 
an accepting place”. 

Following nurse training at 
the Royal London, she worked 
all her life with the Child and 
Adolescent Mental Health 
team as a family therapist.

Laura was the first President 
of Forest Gate’s Women’s 
Institute, the WI being UK’s 
largest women’s organisation 
as a force of good in the com-
munity. Their fundraising cake 
sales inspired the idea to set up 
a local market. In 2011, Laura 
and her friend, Alicia Francis, 
set up the Woodgrange mar-
ket, which also led to provid-
ing local employment and a 
community hub. 

During Covid, she organised 
Chat Newham, a free sup-
port phone line for those liv-

Care for Calais - and for Newham

ing alone. In two weeks, she 
had enough people to answer 
the phones in shifts, funded 
thanks to the help of the CEO 
of Manor Park’s Renewal 
Programme, Peter Laing.

When I asked what moti-
vated her, she said she devel-
oped a lifelong passion about 
children having the best 
chances given to them, and 
she enjoys working with peo-
ple who want the same. Every 
year, at Christmas time, Laura 
helps deliver 270 hampers 

for people with no recourse 
to public funds with children 
under five, who are supported 
by the Magpie Project. 

Contributions are welcome. 
November is the time to start 
giving to be ready for a merry 
Christmas. Please send your 
wish to contribute as follows:

For Magpie hamper col-
lection, please email christ-
mashampers2023@gmail.com 
and for clothes for Care4Calais, 
please email laura.glendin-
ning@care4calais.org

Laura can be seen driving around Newham delivering goods to support the children 
and families who are seeking asylum. Photo © Andie Mercer of Emporium

The Carpenters Estate 
Café and Foodbank in 
Stratford, which serves 

hundreds of people every 
week, is being forced to 
downsize, and there are fears 
that it may have to close.

Populo Living, the hous-
ing company wholly owned 
by Newham Council, plans 
to evict the foodbank from 

its current space at the for-
mer Tenants Management 
Office on the estate in 
November, but Tee Fabikun 
(pictured), manager of the 
foodbank has asked for the 
move to be postponed to 
the end of the year.

The building currently 
occupied by the foodbank 
and café is to be renovated 
and extended, including 
creating office space and 
a new home for Populo 
Living staff.

The foodbank, includ-
ing a traning room with 
ten workstations, is being 
moved into portacabins less 
than half the size in nearby 
Gibbins Road.

Talks are ongoing about 
the final details of the move.

Fears for foodbank 
facing eviction

SHAGUFTA NASREEN

Sir Stephen Timms (pic-
tured), the East Ham MP 
and Government minis-

ter tasked with reform of the 
benefit system, says people 
with disabilities are to be giv-
en more job opportunities.

In an exclusive interview 
with Newham Voices he says 
current reviews of government 
policy will reshape Britain’s 
benefits system and help 
employers connect with disa-
bled people. 

Timms is the longest serv-
ing Member of Parliament in 
Newham. Even if at national 
and local level more questions 
are being asked about the 
quality of Labour’s leadership, 
Timms is optimistic.

As a minister for social 
security he has been working 
to reform the benefit system 
for people with disabilities 
including those on universal 
credit and receiving personal 
independent payment disabil-
ity benefits.

This is a controversial 
issue following the rejection 
by Parliament of the plan to 
restrict the eligibility of the 
personal independent pay-
ment, but now he is leading a 
major review of policy.

“We will co-produce the 
review with disabled people 
and the organisations that 
deal with people with disabil-
ities,” he said. The review will 

Timms pledge on jobs for disabled
decent living.”

The Government is intro-
ducing connect to work, a pol-
icy currently being rolled out, 
to support people with com-
plex barriers to work in order 
to get jobs.

“Currently, there are 2.8 
million people out of work 
who are on health and disa-

bility benefits. Lots of people 
would like to go back to work 
if given the right opportunities 
and that's what the connect 
policy has started to do.

Additionally, he says that a 
current review by Sir Charlie 
Mayfield, the ex-chief exec-
utive of John Lewis, into what 
employers can do to provide 

work opportunities will help 
people with health issues. 
The report will be availa-
ble in the next few weeks. 
“I believe that he is going 
to have some good ideas as 
to improving flexibility in 
the workplace and ensuring 
fewer people are stuck out of 
work unnecessarily.”

take a year and there will be no 
changes in the benefits system 
until it is completed.

He says there is already an 
historic change of direction in 
public policy with a real term 
increase in the headline rate of 
out of work benefits, the first 
since the 1970s. 

“Regarding personal inde-
pendent payments people 
should know that the govern-
ment is listening,” he says. 

But there is a problem, he 
points out. 

“Before the pandemic this 
was costing £11 billion a year 
and last year it cost £22 bil-
lion,” he said “and it's going 
to be £30 billion by the end of 
2025. 

“We can’t carry on like 
this. That’s why we need this 
review.” 

Regarding jobs for peo-
ple with disabilities or health 
problems he says: “We are 
determined to open up oppor-
tunities for disabled people to 
get into work and to earn a 

Sign up for our email newsletter
Each month Newham Voices publishes more stories than 
we can fit into our printed newspaper.
Sign up for our email newsletter to get the best of our 
stories delivered straight to your inbox: bit.ly/3UzqombTee Fabikun ©Neandra Etienne
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Email  patrons@socialspider.com for more information

We love reporting on local news in 
Newham but the business of local 
news publishing is really hard

Between 2007 and 2022, the 
number of local journalists 
employed by major news 
publishers in the UK dropped  
by two thirds from 8,847 to 
2,830. And 293 local newspapers 
have closed since 2005. 

We make local news freely 
available to people in Newham 
but local newspapers are not 
free to produce. Last year, 
published over 400 news  
stories in Newham Voices.  
We distributed 150,000 free 
copies of the paper.

We ran important news stories 
such as our in depth reporting on 

Newham’s housing crisis and its 
impact on local communities. 

We amplified the positive side  
of life in Newham with our 
detailed coverage of arts, 
cultural and sporting activities. 

Our supporters and our 
advertisers make it possible 
to continue writing, editing, 
printing and distributing 
Newham Voices. It is never  
less than a struggle.

We’re looking for patrons who 
can donate £500 or more to 
support Newham Voices to 
thrive and grow.
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NEANDRA ETIENNE

Elevate is a pioneering 
youth leadership pro-
gramme based in Queen 

Elizabeth Olympic Park and 
created by young people, for 
young people. 

James Kaguima (pictured), 
who was born and raised in 
Newham, has been a member of 
the Elevate Board since 2021.

From 2023 to 2024, he served 
as Chair of Elevate, represent-
ing the programme. 

Most recently, he took on 
the role as Project lead for the 
Elevate Invest programme, 
working closely with the team 
responsible for designing and 
delivering the Elevate Fund. 

The grant programme has 
distributed nearly £80,000 to 
young people and youth-in-
vested organisations across 
East London.

Programme helps to 
Elevate young people

James told Newham Voices: 
“It’s been one of the most 
meaningful projects I’ve had 
the chance to lead, as I secured 
my first grant in 2013, and a 
decade later we are giving that 
same opportunity to other 
young people.” 

For more information: 
queenelizabetholympicpark.
co.uk/community/opportu-
nities-park/elevate 

Beckton ParkRun - the 
perfect start to the weekend
JAMES MORGAN

With the popularity of 
running seemingly at 
an all time high, I re-

cently took part in the Beck-
ton Parkrun, one of two such 
events that take place weekly 
in Newham.

This is a free community 
event where people of all ages 
and abilities run 5km in parks 
and open spaces. They take 
place every Saturday morning 
at 9am and are well organised 
as volunteers ensure runners 
are safe, oriented and, cru-
cially, accurately timed! 

Since the first Parkrun in 
2004 in Bushy Park, west 
London, the network of events 
has grown nationally - there 
are currently 1,368 Parkrun 
events around the UK - and 
internationally.

What I love about these 
events is how they are open to 
everyone. Old or young, fast 
or slow, all are welcome and 

you’ll find yourself completing 
the 5k loop with parents push-
ing pushchairs, octogenar-
ian runners, and everyone in 
between. There are helpful vol-
unteers everywhere and even 
trail walkers bringing up the 
rear to ensure no one comes 
last or is ever left behind. 

The runners met at the pavil-
ion in Beckton Park, an excel-
lent environment for the run. 
Volunteers in colourful branded 
vests welcomed us and talked 
us through the course, a two 
and a half perimeter loop of the 
park. After a quick safety brief-
ing, 40 or so of us set off, some 
clearly eager for a personal best, 
others (me included!) content 
with being out in the fresh air 
and getting the heart pumping. 

Setting off south you skirt 
around the football pitches 
before jerking to your right 
and heading through the wil-
derness areas at the bottom of 
the park. Looping back, you 
quickly find yourself on the 

Beckton Corridor, an out and 
back stretch of the run before 
the final section through the 
trees and around the park’s 
north perimeter. A second loop 
takes you to the finish line, to 
complete a spectacular sprint 
finish if you want!

It was a brilliant start to the 
weekend, a surging feeling of 
challenge, achievement and 
community. All Parkruns are 
officially timed with results 
emailed out to participants 
later that morning. I thor-
oughly recommend trying out 
the Beckton Parkrun for a big 
Saturday morning lift. You 
may, like me, find that you 
very quickly get hooked. 

To participate go to www.
parkrun.org. Once you sign 
up you can participate in any 
of their events anywhere in 
the country. For informa-
tion on the Beckton Park run 
see www.parkrun.org.uk/
beckton or email beckton@
parkrun.com. 

The organising group for 
next year’s Fair is seek-
ing to involve groups and 

individuals who are interested 
in contributing to the design 
and content of the 2026 event.  

The Science Fair will take 
place in spring and is run for 
and by those who live, work or 
study in the Borough. 

This free event will enable 
local people to showcase their 
discoveries and science pro-
jects, increase awareness and 
understanding of the bene-
fits and risks of science and 
its applications and provide 

Get involved! Third Newham 
Citizen Science Fair call 

opportunities for engagement 
in and outside the event. It will 
also enable people to meet and 
explore opportunities for creat-
ing new scientific and socially 
beneficial projects jointly.

Initial ideas include smart 
home technology, citizen 
social science, negotiating AI 
as a community, women and 
girls in science and technol-
ogy and the use of technol-
ogy to help care for vulnerable 
people in their homes. People 
with a topic to suggest should 
visit newham-citizen-sci-
ence-fair.uk

SHAGUFTA NASREEN

London Assembly member 
for City and East London 
Unmesh Desai was given 

the Freedom of the City of Lon-
don at a ceremony at the Guild-
hall building, on 6 October. 

The honour recognises his 
long service to the community, 
especially in East London. 

Mr Desai is a veteran member 
of the Labour and Co-operative 
Party, with his political activ-
ism distinguished by its lon-
gevity, beginning with his role 
as an anti-racism campaigner 
in the 1970s, progressing 
through two decades of execu-

Unmesh awarded Freedom 
of the City of London

tive local government service in 
the Newham from 1998–2018, 
followed by three successful 
terms as an Assembly Member. 

Godwin Junior School gets 
UNICEF UK Rights Award
Godwin Junior school 

in Stratford has been 
awarded a Gold Rights 

Respecting School Award by 
UNICEF UK. 

 The Rights award is granted 
to schools that show commit-
ment to promoting and real-
ising children’s rights and 
encouraging adults, children 
and young people to respect 
the rights of others in school.

The Award recognises 

achievement in putting the 
United Nations Convention 
on the Rights of the Child at 
the heart of a school’s plan-

ning, policies and practice. A 
Rights Respecting School is a 
community where children’s 
rights are learned, taught, 
practised, respected, pro-
tected and promoted.

Pupils and staff from 
Godwin Junior School were 
recently presented with their 
Award by UNICEF UK CEO 
Philip Goodwin at UNICEF’s 
all-colleague away day held 
at the London Stadium.

Image via Facebook James Kaguima
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OUT AND ABOUT IN NEWHAM
Our Chief reporter Neandra Etienne on events that reflect culture, history and heritage in Newham

FAMILY
Learning Stages has part-
nered with the University of 
East London, Newham Youth 
Empowerment Services, and 
Culture Within Newham to 
present Activoté, a free, fully 
funded theatre production.
7 November, 5:30pm at The 
Source, Theatre Square, Stratford, 
E15 1BX
uel.ac.uk/the-source 

Local “Motivational Barber” 
Patrick Phipps and Newham 
Youth Empowerment present 
One in the Chamber, a view-
ing of a short film, produced 
by Patrick, in collaboration 
with Cut Above the Rest Pro-
duction.

The film is suitable for young 
people 12 and older. Tickets 
are available from Eventbrite.
5 November, 6pm - 9pm, 
Shipman Youth Centre 340 
Prince Regent Lane, E16

This year more than 550 Uni-
versity of East London stu-
dents worked with local small 
businesses to help drive sus-
tainable growth across East 
London.

The UEL Student Poster 
Day will showcase these pro-
jects and bring together local 
entrepreneurs, SMEs, coun-
cillors, MPs, and community 
stakeholders. People are wel-
come to join UEL at the Water 
Lane Campus.
19 November, 10:00am – 1:30 
pm, Great Hall, Water Lane 
Campus
uel.ac.uk 	 	

Trinity Day Care Nursery is 
hosting an Around the World 
event to celebrate the diver-
sity of cultures represented in 
the nursery
7 November, 9.30am-11am, East 
Avenue, E12 6SG
thetrinitycentre.org 

Lest We Forget is a day in 
support of The Royal British 
Legion with live performances 
from the 282 (East Ham) and a 
bugle performance of The Last 
Post at 11:00 am.
8 November from 10am – 4pm at 
Stratford Centre
stratfordshopping.co.uk 

The Greater London Authority, 
London Assembly and the City 
Hall Branch of the Royal Brit-
ish Legion annual Remem-
brance Day service will be 
available to watch live online
10 November, 10am - 12pm
london.gov.uk/events 

Newham Council has organ-
ised various Remembrance 
and Armistice Day events.
Remembrance Day events on 
Sunday 9 November:
•	 Assembly: 10:15am Newham 

Town Hall, Parade Departs: 
10:30am, ceremony begins 
at 10:55am East Ham 
Cenotaph, Central Park, E6

•	 All Saints West Ham Parish 
Church, Church Street, 
West Ham, E15, guests to be 
seated by 9:30am, service 
starts at 10:00am 

•	 St Luke’s War Memorial, 
89 Tarling Road, Canning 
Town, E16, guests to 
assemble 10:30am, service 
starts, 10:45am

•	 St Mark’s Memorial, 
Factory Road (Brick Lane 
Music Hall Grounds), North 
Woolwich, E16, guests 
gather by 10:30am Brick 
Lane Music Hall, service 
starts 10:45am

Armistice Day event on Tues-
day 11 November:
•	 Assembly: 10:45am, Service 

Begins at 10:55am, East 
Ham Cenotaph, Central 
Park, E6 6DY	

Newham Festival of Stories 
takes place online and at vari-
ous venues in the Borough.
13 - 23 November
newhamfestivalofstories.org

As part of Islamophobia 
Awareness Month, Newham 
Council presents Flip the 
Script, a programme of 
events and exhibitions that 
explore themes of identity 
and belonging.
1 - 30 November
newhamiam.org 

Central Park Events will host 
a Winter Community Market.
29 November, 11am - 2pm, St. 
George & St. Ethelbert’s Church, 
Burford Road, East Ham E6
@cpe_eventse6 

Celebrate World Kindness Day 
at The Hill Group’s Kindness 
Shop. 11 November, Grow Box, 
Vincent St E16

Fight for Peace Young Cre-
atives present I Love My 
Newham, ‘Still’ as part of 
Newham’s Festival of Stories 
on 14 Nov at Beckton Globe.
 

ART
The Tower Gallery will host 
the following exhibitions in 
November: 
•	 Stories in Transit is a 

cross-cultural group 
exhibition exploring the 
complexity of identity 
and migration through 
the lens of South Asian 
diaspora artists currently 
based in London.Opening 6 
November from 6-9pm then 
7-9 November from 2-6pm.

•	 Cornucopia of Expressions 
is a small group exhibi-
tion, curated by Old Lady 
with a Paintbrush. Opening 
Thursday 13 November 

East London Filipino Social 
Club, based in Katherine 
Road Community Centre, 
was founded in 2018 by 
team leader Dellie Elsom. 
The majority of those 
involved are members of 
Newham Volunteers.

The group received 
funding from People 
Powered Places to 
upgrade the Centre’s 
back garden and install a 
Filipino inspired mural. 

People Powered 
Places’ Big Vote for the 
current 2025/2027 cycle 
takes place from 1 - 22 
November.
tinyurl.com/yanc7jdk

Hip hop dance theatre show 
Ebony Scrooge by ZooNation: 
The Kate Prince Company 
is an adaptation and retell-
ing of A Christmas Carol. 
The show features original 
music from Sky Arts and 
Olivier Award-winning Boy 
Blue Co-Artistic Director 
Michael ‘Mikey J’ Asante 
MBE, who was born in 
Forest Gate and lived in 
Manor Park.

Dannielle ‘Rhimes’ 
Lecointe, choreographer 
and Associate Artistic 
Director of ZooNation: The 
Kate Prince Company, is 
basing the show on her 
personal experiences and 
she is also celebrating 
her Dominican Caribbean 
roots.

Dannielle, who attended 
school and started her 
dance career in Newham, 
told Newham Voices why the 
show was retold using hip-
hop, “Hip hop is my voice 
- a way to connect, chal-
lenge, and break barriers 
through art. A Christmas 
Carol shaped my childhood 
Christmases, so fusing the 
two felt inevitable: tradi-
tion meets transformation, 
rhythm meets redemption. 
It’s the story of connection 
told the way I know best - 
through movement.”

Ebony Scrooge by 
ZooNation: The Kate Prince 
Company, 26 November - 
4 January 2026, Sadler’s 
Wells East, E20
sadlerswells.com 

THEATRE

from 6-9pm, then 14-16 
November from 2-6pm.

•	 UEL MA Fine Art Group 
Show is an interim exhibition 
by current students. Opening 
Thursday 27 November 
from 6-9pm, then 28-30 
November from 2-6pm. 

Memorial Community Church, 395 
Barking Road, Plaistow, E13 8AL
@towergallery.e13

Garden 
mural gets 
a refresh

Artwork by Old Lady with a Paintbrush 
©Neandra Etienne 

East London Filipino Social 
Club ©Neandra Etienne

Image: Johan Persson  
Design: Gallusness
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MUSIC	

Stratford-based Soul Mama, 
an immersive dining and 
music experience, is included 
in the EFG London Jazz Fes-
tival programme which takes 
place from 14-23 November.
soulmama.co.uk 

Alfa Mist will be playing at 
the Royal Albert Hall on 25 
November with the Black 
Snow Orchestra. Alfa, who 
grew up in Newham, released 
the new album Roulette via 
his label Sekito Records.
alfamist.co.uk 
 

POETRY
Local resident, Newham 
Poetry Group member and 
Newham Voices reporter Peter 
Landman has released his 
poetry book Comedy in Verse.

Newham Poetry Group will 
be hosting We Are A Tale, 
with workshops, readings and 
a book launch. 22 November, 
2pm - 6pm Stratford Library. 
newhampoetrygroup.com

All events are subject to change. 
Please email your event details 
and news to neandra.etienne@
newhamvoices.co.uk 

Arts and Culture

Edward Etty  
©Andrew Baker

After a summer celebrat-
ing creativity and com-
munity, the Newham 

Poetry Prize is back — with 
a new season of free poetry 
workshops and live showcas-
es this winter.

Open to all Newham res-
idents aged 18 and over, the 
sessions welcome writers of 
every level — from first-tim-
ers to experienced perform-
ers. Workshops will explore 
writing, recording, and per-
forming poetry, with the 
selected participants invited 
to share their work both 
online and at live events.

Founded by award-win-
ning poet Be Manzini, the 
Newham Poetry Prize was 
created to nurture local talent 
and strengthen the Borough’s 
creative community and 
opportunities. 

“There was such enthusi-
asm for our poetry competi-
tion that it was important to 
create more space for poetry 
and poetic expression,” said 

Advertisements
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Newham Poetry Prize 
returns with more events

Be Manzini. “As a writer, I 
know how isolating the cre-
ative process can be, and this 
project helps bring people 
together. 

“Thanks to renewed fund-
ing from Culture Within 
Newham from their develop-
ment strand, we can continue 
offering high-quality work-
shops and expand our team 
of collaborators and what we 
offer. This year, we’re adding 
opportunities for recording 
and archiving work, mak-
ing the project even more 
inclusive. Whether you write 
poetry, lyrics, spoken word, 
or rap, you’re welcome here.”

Selected participants will 
have their work profession-
ally recorded and showcased, 
giving them a lasting crea-
tive calling card that can be 
shared and enjoyed for years 
to come.

To launch the winter pro-
gramme, Be Manzini will 
host an evening of poetry and 
lyricism at Beckton Library 

on 22 November from 6pm. 
Admission is free, and every-
one is welcome.

Follow @newhampoetryprize 
on Instagram, search Eventbrite, 
or email newhampoetryp-
rize@gmail.com

Be Manzini

FILM
The short film Windrush Voices, 
produced by local artist Mari-
lyn Fontaine, was shown at the 
Gate Library during Newham 
Black History Month.

The film captures the every-
day lives, experiences and 
legacies of the Windrush 
Generation in Newham. 
Pamela Clarke, who was inter-
viewed for Windrush Voices, 
set up the heritage website 
Museum Voyaj to collect sto-
ries and preserve the history 
and culture of Dominica. 

Dominica’s Independence 
Day is on 3 November.
museumvoyajdominica.org

Pamela Clarke, Victoria Fontaine and 
Marilyn Fontaine ©Neandra Etienne
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SHEILA NURSIMHULU

A recent incident at West-
field Stratford City has 
raised serious concerns 

about shopper safety and the 
enforcement of shopping cen-
tre policies. 

A midweek shopping trip 
recently ended in accident 
and emergency for one shop-
per after a group of boys on 
rollerblades crashed into her 
and her 85-year-old friend 
near TK Maxx. While the 
older woman escaped with 
bruises and an injured elbow, 
her companion sustained 
a fractured foot, spending 
hours in hospital and is now 
struggling with mobility.

“Not one security guard came 
to assist us,” she said. “When 
I approached one myself, he 
simply said they would review 
CCTV. They refused to take my 
contact details.”

The woman made her own 
way by cab to the Royal London 
Hospital, where she was 
treated until the early hours 
of the morning and diagnosed 
with a foot fracture.

When she emailed Westfield 
management two days later, 
she received a phone call con-
firming that rollerblading and 
skateboarding are banned on 
site, along with the wearing of 
balaclavas. However, reports 
from her friends a few days 
later suggested these rules 
were not being enforced.

Determined to see for herself, 
the woman visited Westfield 
again, despite her injury, and 
found the centre full of young 
people rollerblading in busy 
spaces amongst shoppers.

When she approached three 
different security staff, they 
said preventing accidents 
caused by rollerbladers was 
not their priority, with shop-
lifting cited as their main 
focus, even though data on 
crimes in the area for June 
2025 rates anti-social behav-
iour higher than shoplifting.

This latest incident is not an 
isolated concern. Local shop-
pers have complained on social 
media and community forums 
about groups of young people 
rollerblading or skateboarding 
through crowded walkways, 

ground enforcement. The 
injured shopper fears that 
without a change in approach, 
Westfield Stratford could 
follow the decline of the 
once-thriving Croydon shop-
ping centre, now described by 
many as uninviting and unsafe 
after years of antisocial behav-
iour and retail closures. 

Safety concerns over  
rollerbladers at the mall

often weaving between chil-
dren, elderly people, and fam-
ilies with prams.

Comments about the inci-
dent on the community plat-
form ‘Nextdoor’, include:

“I experience this a lot when 
out shopping at Stratford 
Westfield shopping centre. It 
deeply concerns me because 
I have osteoarthritis in my 
back and knees, so my bones 
are delicate.” 

Another person said: “We 
should boycott the shopping 
centre. I no longer want to go 
to Westfield.” 

Yet another said that when 
she was pregnant, a roller-
blader almost fell onto her 
at the shopping centre, while 
another argued that after the 
Olympic games, Stratford was 
supposed to be one of the best 
shopping experiences, but 13 
years on it is crime-ridden.

Retail safety experts warn 
that such high-speed activity 
in pedestrian shopping envi-
ronments poses a danger.

The incident highlights a 
troubling gap between stated 
safety policies and on-the-

“My fear is that one day some-
one will be seriously injured,” 
said the woman who has asked 
to remain anonymous. 

With tens of millions of 
annual visitors, Westfield 
Stratford is not just a shop-
ping hub but a public space 
where safety should be 
non-negotiable. 

DAPHNE STEDMAN

During the Open House 
Festival in September, 
Newham Voices visited 

the Tate Institute in Silvertown 
(pictured). Built in 1887, for 
decades it served as the Tate 
and Lyle Sports and Social Club, 
anchoring community life be-
fore later becoming a pool hall, 
bar and performance space, 
closing in the early 2000s.

In 2016 The Craftory, an 
artist collective, were using 
the building, clearing rubbish 
and doing temporary repairs 
using salvaged materials. In 
2020, the collective dispersed 
and ownership of the building 
reverted to Newham Council. 
The building was empty again.

Fast forward to 2025 and a 
major retro-fit led by Office 
S&M Architects and carried 
out by Arbery Construction 
has transformed the build-
ing, in collaboration with the 
long-term operator, ReSpace 
Projects, which specialises in 
bringing derelict buildings back 
into the life of the community.

The retro-fit has improved 
the building’s thermal per-
formance, airtightness and 
breathability. Wood fibre 

Tate Institute’s modern 
refit for the community 

insulation and breathable 
lime plaster have been used. 
Installation of solar panels 
and air source heat pumps 
aims to make the building a 
net zero carbon operation.

Community involvement 
is key. Students from local 
design and engineering and 
interior design courses do 
work placements here. Local 
tradespeople and volunteers 
are also involved.

Funding for the project came 
from the Levelling Up Fund, 
the Greater London Assembly 
and Newham Council. The 
retro-fit has sustainability 
and circular economy prin-
ciples at its core. Sourcing of 
building materials as well as 
furnishings and fittings that 
would otherwise go to waste 
is standard practice, keeping 
costs low.

The main hall of the build-
ing is a wonderful, light-filled 
space with high level windows. 

There are also smaller 
rooms on the ground floor, 
plus a large area upstairs that, 
once refurbished, will become 
a business hub with work-
shop spaces. There will be a 
phased opening between 2025 
and 2026, with completion of 
works planned for 2027. 

Outbuildings can be repur-
posed into artist studios. Other 
plans include a garden, a cafe 
and community food resource. 
The building is a hive of activ-
ity and the project provides a 
model for a very different way 
of bringing an old building 
back to life, reusing wher-
ever possible and drawing on 
local resources and people to 
deliver community benefits at 
an affordable cost.

Image via Facebook
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LOCAL NOTICES Published 31st October 2025

LICENSING ACT 2003
Application for a New 
Premises Licence 

I/We Zip World Limited have applied 
to Newham Council for a premises 
licences for ArcelorMittal Orbit, 3 
Thornton Street, Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park, Stratford, London E20 
2AD so that the following licensable 
activities may be provided on the 
following days and hours:

•	 Provision of late night refreshment 
11pm-2am 7 days a week.

•	 Supply of alcohol, provision of 
recorded and live music, performances 
of dance, plays and provision of film, 
indoor sporting events and boxing 
or wrestling entertainments, from 
9:00am-2:00am,  
7 days a week.

Newham Council’s Licensing Register is 
kept at the office of the Licensing Team, 
Town Hall, 328 Barking Road, East Ham, 
E6 2RT (open from 10.00am to 4.00pm 
Monday to Friday), 020 3373 1925, 
where details of the application may be 
inspected. 

Any representations against the 
application must be made in writing and 
received by the Licensing Team at the 
above address, by no later than the 20th 
of November 2025. 

Individuals, businesses and other bodies 
may make representations in relation to 
the application. Representations must 
be relevant and can only be on the 
licensing objectives of the prevention 
of crime and disorder, public safety, 
the prevention of public nuisance, and 
the protection of children from harm. 
Copies of all representations will be 
sent to the applicant. Persons making 
representations will have to appear at the 
Councils’ Licensing Sub-Committee. 

Note: It is an offence, liable on 
conviction to a fine up to £5,000 for a 
person to knowingly or recklessly make 
a false statement in connection with the 
application.

LICENSING ACT 2003
Application for a New 
Premises Licence 

I Michael Stampler, Nosferatu Ltd have 
applied to NEWHAM COUNCIL for a 
premises licences for Railway Arch 382 
Strode Road, London, E7 0DU so that the 
following licensable activities may be 
provided on the following days and hours:

Supply of  alcohol, provision of  late 
night refreshment, and the playing of  
recorded music
•	 Monday 12:00 - 24:00
•	 Tuesday 12:00 - 24:00
•	 Wednesday 12:00 - 24:00
•	 Thursday 12:00 - 01:00
•	 Friday 12:00 - 01:00
•	 Saturday 12:00 - 01:00
•	 Sunday 12:00 - 22:00

Newham Council’s Licensing Register 
is kept at the office of the Licensing 
Team, Town Hall, 328 Barking Road, 
East Ham, E6 2RT (open from 10.00am 
to 4.00pm Monday to Friday), 020 3373 
1925, where details of the application 
may be inspected. 

Any representations against the 
application must be made in writing 
and received by the Licensing Team at 
the above address, by no later than the 
25th November 2025.

Individuals, businesses and other bodies 
may make representations in relation to 
the application. Representations must 
be relevant and can only be on the 
licensing objectives of the prevention 
of crime and disorder, public safety, the 
prevention of public nuisance, and the 
protection of children from harm. Copies 
of all representations will be sent to the 
applicant. Persons making representations 
will have to appear at the Councils’ 
Licensing Sub-Committee. 

Note: It is an offence, liable on 
conviction to a fine up to £5,000 for a 
person to knowingly or recklessly make 
a false statement in connection with 
the application.

Email for a quote to licences@socialspider.com or call  
Klaudia Kiss 07732 000 430 or Mark Brown 07728 520 116
Next publication date: 28 November 2025

Book your licence advert or notice with 
your local community newspaper

LICENSING ACT 2003
Application for a Variation 
of a Premises Licence 

We East London Food Limited have 
applied to NEWHAM COUNCIL to Vary 
the premises licence for Selva Store, 
220 High Street North, Eastham, 
London, E6 2JA so that the following 
licensable activities may be provided 
on the following days and hours:

•	 Extend Licensable hours to 0800 
to 0200 for the supply of alcohol & 
update conditions

Newham Council’s Licensing Register 
is kept at the office of the Licensing 
Team, East Ham Town Hall, Barking 
Road, London E6 2RP. (open from 
10am to 4pm Monday to Friday), 
020 3373 1925, where details of the 
application may be inspected. 

Any representations against the 
application must be made in writing 
and received by the Licensing Team 
at the above address, by no later than 
the 14th November 2025. 

Individuals, businesses and other 
bodies may make representations 
in relation to the application. 
Representations must be relevant 
and can only be on the licensing 
objectives of the prevention of crime 
and disorder, public safety, the 
prevention of public nuisance, and 
the protection of children from harm. 
Copies of all representations will be 
sent to the applicant. Persons making 
representations will have to appear 
at the Councils’ Licensing Sub-
Committee.

Note: It is an offence, liable on 
conviction to a fine up to £5,000 for 
a person to knowingly or recklessly 
make a false statement in connection 
with the application.

LICENSING ACT 2003
Application for a New 
Premises Licence 

I/We CHOONDA LTD have applied to 
NEWHAM COUNCIL for a premises 
licences for 443-445 Barking Road, 
London E6 2JX so that the following 
licensable activities may be provided 
on the following days and hours:

•	 Late night refreshment  
from Monday-Sunday,  
11:00pm to 2:00 am 

Newham Council’s Licensing Register 
is kept at the office of the Licensing 
Team, Town Hall, 328 Barking Road, 
East Ham, E6 2RT (open from 10.00am 
to 4.00pm Monday to Friday), 020 3373 
1925, where details of the application 
may be inspected. 

Any representations against the 
application must be made in writing 
and received by the Licensing Team at 
the above address, by no later than the 
14th November 2025.

Individuals, businesses and other 
bodies may make representations 
in relation to the application. 
Representations must be relevant 
and can only be on the licensing 
objectives of the prevention of 
crime and disorder, public safety, 
the prevention of public nuisance, 
and the protection of children from 
harm. Copies of all representations 
will be sent to the applicant. Persons 
making representations will have to 
appear at the Councils’ Licensing Sub-
Committee. 

Note: It is an offence, liable on 
conviction to a fine up to £5,000 for a 
person to knowingly or recklessly make 
a false statement in connection with 
the application.

NOTICE OF MISSING 
LANDLORD
Missing landlord – Leasehold Reform 
Housing & Urban Development Act 1993 
(as amended) (“the 1993 Act”)

Take notice that:
•	 Sam Milner and Mia Dobson as the 

leasehold owners of 177a Ham Park 
Road, London, E7 9LG registered 
under HM Land Registry EGL255535;

•	 Jekaterina Shulga and Barry Allard as 
the leasehold owners of 177b Ham Park 
Road, London, E7 9LG registered under 
HM Land Registry EGL262280; and

•	 Deyan Atanasov and Benjamin Beeler 
as the leasehold owners of 177c Ham 
Park Road, Forest Gate, London, 
E7 9LG registered under HM Land 
Registry EGL259870.

c/o Ronald Fletcher Baker LLP, 77 Baker 
Street, London, W1U 6RF requires that 
notice of their intention to apply to 
the County Court for a vesting order 
to acquire the Freehold premises 
known as 177 Ham Park Road, London, 
E7 9LG registered under HM Land 
Registry NGL56665 by way of collective 
enfranchisement, be served on the 
current landlord who cannot be found.

The above qualifying tenants intend 
to apply to the County Court under the 
provisions of the Leasehold Reform 
Housing and Urban Development Act 
1993 (as amended) for a vesting order 
to acquire the Freehold premises 
known as 177 Ham Park Road, 
London, E7 9LG registered under HM 
Land Registry NGL56665, by way of 
collective enfranchisement, if they are 
unable to give notice to the landlord.

The Landlord registered as 
Freeholder of the aforementioned 
properties is FARMAN ALI whose 
last known address was 29 Falmer 
Road, London, E17 3BH and whose 
whereabouts cannot now be 
ascertained.

Would Farman ALI, or his personal 
representatives if applicable, or 
anyone with knowledge of the freehold 
owner of the property contact Ronald 
Fletcher Baker LLP, 77 Baker Street, 
London, W1U 6RF by telephone 0207 
613 7126 or email f.raqeeb@rfblegal.
co.uk or post to the address above, 
referencing FR/D3303/0001, within 14 
days of the date of this notice.”
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LICENSING ACT 2003
Application for a New 
Premises Licence 

I Mr Shahed Miah have applied to 
NEWHAM COUNCIL for a premises 
licences for 34E Plashet Grove, London 
E6 1AE so that the following licensable 
activities may be provided on the 
following days and hours:

•	 Provision of Late night refreshment 
11pm-5am 7 days a week. 

Newham Council’s Licensing Register 
is kept at the office of the Licensing 
Team, Town Hall, 328 Barking Road, 
East Ham, E6 2RT (open from 10.00am 
to 4.00pm Monday to Friday), 020 3373 
1925, where details of the application 
may be inspected. 

Any representations against the 
application must be made in writing 
and received by the Licensing Team at 
the above address, by no later than, 
The Last Day of Representation 21st 
November 2025 

Individuals, businesses and other 
bodies may make representations 
in relation to the application. 
Representations must be relevant 
and can only be on the licensing 
objectives of the prevention of 
crime and disorder, public safety, 
the prevention of public nuisance, 
and the protection of children from 
harm. Copies of all representations 
will be sent to the applicant. Persons 
making representations will have to 
appear at the Councils’ Licensing Sub-
Committee. 

Note: It is an offence, liable on 
conviction to a fine up to £5,000 for a 
person to knowingly or recklessly make 
a false statement in connection with 
the application.

LICENSING ACT 2003
Application for a New 
Premises Licence 

I/We JOY NEST LTD have applied to 
NEWHAM COUNCIL for a premises 
licences for Unit 3 Gallions Point, 
Atlantis Avenue, Royal Docks, 
London, E16 2UB so that the following 
licensable activities may be provided 
on the following days and hours:

•	 Sale of alcohol Monday to Sunday, 
from 8:00 – 22:00

Newham Council’s Licensing Register 
is kept at the office of the Licensing 
Team, Town Hall, 328 Barking Road, 
East Ham, E6 2RT (open from 10.00am 
to 4.00pm Monday to Friday), 020 3373 
1925, where details of the application 
may be inspected. 

Any representations against the 
application must be made in writing 
and received by the Licensing Team at 
the above address, by no later than the 
19th November 2025. 

Individuals, businesses and other 
bodies may make representations 
in relation to the application. 
Representations must be relevant 
and can only be on the licensing 
objectives of the prevention of 
crime and disorder, public safety, 
the prevention of public nuisance, 
and the protection of children from 
harm. Copies of all representations 
will be sent to the applicant. Persons 
making representations will have to 
appear at the Councils’ Licensing Sub-
Committee. 

Note: It is an offence, liable on 
conviction to a fine up to £5,000 for a 
person to knowingly or recklessly make 
a false statement in connection with 
the application.

LICENSING ACT 2003
Application for a New 
Premises Licence 

I Mr Afaq Faisal have applied to 
NEWHAM COUNCIL for a premises 
licences for 26 Wakefield Street, 
London E6 1 NQ so that the following 
licensable activities may be provided 
on the following days and hours:

•	 Sale of Alcohol  
7:00am – 11:00pm  
7 days a week

Newham Council’s Licensing Register 
is kept at the office of the Licensing 
Team, Town Hall, 328 Barking Road, 
East Ham, E6 2RT (open from 10.00am 
to 4.00pm Monday to Friday), 020 3373 
1925, where details of the application 
may be inspected. 

Any representations against the 
application must be made in writing 
and received by the Licensing Team 
at the above address, by no later than 
the 21st November 2025. 

Individuals, businesses and other 
bodies may make representations 
in relation to the application. 
Representations must be relevant 
and can only be on the licensing 
objectives of the prevention of 
crime and disorder, public safety, 
the prevention of public nuisance, 
and the protection of children from 
harm. Copies of all representations 
will be sent to the applicant. Persons 
making representations will have to 
appear at the Councils’ Licensing Sub-
Committee. 

Note: It is an offence, liable on 
conviction to a fine up to £5,000 for 
a person to knowingly or recklessly 
make a false statement in connection 
with the application.

LICENSING ACT 2003
Application for a Variation 
of a Premises Licence 

Notice is hereby given that ZEERA 
KEBABISH LTD have applied to the 
London Borough of Newham Council for 
a variation of the premises licence for 
Baba Zeera Kebabish, 298 Barking Road, 
London E6 3BA so that the following 
licensable activities may be provided on 
the following days and hours:

•	 Extend the provision of late night 
refreshment to be from 23.00 to 
O3.00 the following day Sunday 
to Wednesday and from 23.00 to 
05.00 the following day Thursday 
to Saturday

The address of the Licensing Authority 
where the register is kept and the 
application may be inspected during 
normal business hours is the Licensing 
Team, East Ham Town Hall, Barking 
Road, London E6 2RP, or on the 
Council`s website:www.newham.gov.
uk Email:licensing@newham.gov.uk  

Any representations by any other 
person or responsible authority must 
be received in writing by the Licensing 
Authority by 22nd November 2025 
stating the nature and grounds for 
making such representation. 

It is an offence under Section 158 of 
the Licensing Act 2003 to knowingly 
or recklessly make a false statement 
in connection with an application. The 
maximum fine on summary conviction 
for this offence is an unlimited fine.



15Newham Voices  November 2025Community News

RICHARD STUBBS

In October I reported on the 
launch of the Dialogue Ex-
press café in Stratford, run 

by the Dialogue Hub (DH) so-
cial enterprise, now they are 
launching their second café, 
this time in Docklands. 

As in Stratford the launch 
is marked by Jazz and prom-
ises an unforgettable night 
filled with soulful jazz-fu-
sion sounds, great coffee, and 
warm community spirit. Jazz 
is provided by KikiMiki, an 
all-female group that blends 
original vocal and instru-
mental compositions with 
lush harmonies and a joyful, 
reflective energy. 

Whether you’re a long-time 
jazz enthusiast or just love 
good music, this night prom-
ises to hit all the right notes. 
DH focuses on supporting the 

Jazz Fusion at 
the Dialogue Cafe

social inclusion of people with 
disability such as blindness or 
deafness and in addition to jazz 
the event offers stories and 
multilingual poetry with British 
Sign Language interpretation. 
DH would be delighted if you 
could join them to celebrate 
this milestone and share the 
rhythm of the night!

Tickets are £5.99 and 
include a complimentary 
drink, it’s on Thursday, 20 
November, 6:00pm – 8:30pm 
at the Dialogue Cafe, Royal 
Docks Centre for Sustainability 
(RDCS), University of East 
London Docklands Campus 
(3 mins walk from Cyprus 
DLR). Tickets are from www.
eventbrite.co.uk but I found it 
easiest to enter “Eventbrite” 
and “Jazz Fusion Night” in 
my browser search bar to find 
the booking page rather than 
searching in Eventbrite.

ZHENREENAH MUHXINGA

Two months ago, a group 
of local residents en-
joyed a special visit to 

the Stratford SoulFoods Far-
macy and Café, a communi-
ty gem that blends delicious, 
healthy food with a welcom-
ing atmosphere.

The owner Osiris Khnum 
said: “I remember the day I 
launched the store—I was 
filled with nerves, but also 
a deep sense of optimism. 
It wasn’t just the start of a 
business venture, it was the 
moment a long-held dream 
finally came to life.”

Friends, family, and mem-
bers of the community gath-
ered to show their support, 
eager to see what the store had 
to offer. Shelves were lined 
with carefully selected prod-
ucts, bringing a fresh experi-
ence to the neighbourhood.

The store offers more than 
just a chance to enjoy a cup of 
herbal tea. We were introduced 
to the café’s theme of nourish-
ing both body and soul through 
wholesome ingredients, 
thoughtful preparation, and a 
commitment to wellbeing. 

The majority of us com-
mented on the warm and 
friendly service, as well as the 
inviting space that encourages 
connection and conversation.

Residents Enjoy Visit to 
SoulFoods Farmacy and Café

During the visit, residents 
sampled a variety of fresh 
squeezed smoothies and 
drinks, learning how the café 
sources ingredients. For some, 
it was their first time explor-
ing plant-based and well-
ness-focused bush teas, and 
the experience sparked curi-
osity and enthusiasm to go 

and tell their friends.
The day was also about 

togetherness. Beyond smooth-
ies, the café provided a set-
ting for neighbours to come 
together, share stories, and 
support one another—remind-
ing everyone how important 
social connection is to com-
munity life. 

SHOFA MIAH

Three consultation 
meetings over a Low 
Traffic Neighbourhood 

(LTN) for the Woodgrange 
and Capel area of Forest Gate 
have revealed how the plan 
has become a passionate and, 
at times, polarising proposal.

The first meeting on 23 
September 2025 was over-
subscribed, prompting two 
extra sessions on 1 and 2 
October. Some residents and 
local businesses felt the pro-
cess lacked transparency and 
communication. 

At the first session, the 
Council announced that 1,175 
people had signed a petition 
opposing the scheme, later 
this was corrected to 1,775 
without any explanation.

Across the three invita-

tion-only meetings, some 
people noted limited diversity, 
with South Asian residents 
present in small numbers, 
and almost no representation 
from Black African and Carib-
bean communities.

One resident, of Black Afri-
can and Caribbean heritage, 
said: “I was upset to see the 
lack of representation from 
my community. On 2 October 
– the start of Black History 
Month – not a single res-
ident from my community 
was visible in the room of 
up to 40 residents who were 
mainly white. This is not the 
rich multi-cultural Newham 
I know.”

Some residents said the 
presence of multiple security 
guards created an unwel-
coming atmosphere and 
some attendees complained 

that the handling of the dis-
cussion was heavy-handed. 
After a formal complaint, 
the Council says that staff 
training on diversity, inclu-
sion, and accessibility will be 
reviewed for future events.

The proposed LTN aims 
to reduce through-traf-
fic, improve road safety, 
and encourage walking and 
cycling.

Supporters, including the 
group Safer Streets Wood-
grange, described the con-
sultations as “real commu-
nity in action,” adding that 
“no scheme will ever be per-
fect,” but the plans mark “a 
major step forward for safer 
streets.”

Another resident who 
backed the LTN argues that 
such schemes “do not neg-
atively impact businesses, 

taxis, or emergency ser-
vices,” and points to other 
UK and European areas 
where they have proved to be 
of benefit.

However, others argue that 
LTNs restrict movement, 
increase journey times, and 
affect livelihoods - particu-
larly for those who rely on 
their vehicles. 

The Woodgrange and 
Capel LTN debate high-
lights a wider challenge: 
balancing environmental 
goals with fairness, acces-
sibility, and trust. To move 
forward, Newham Council 
must ensure transparent, 
representative, and inclu-
sive engagement so that all 
residents - drivers, cyclists, 
businesses, and people from 
the global majority alike - 
feel genuinely heard.

Diversity challenge over LTN debate
SHEILA NURSIMHULU

Grow a mo. Save a bro. 
Newham stands with 
Movember.

Every November Newham 
residents join the global 
Movember movement. It’s an 
initiative that encourages men 
to grow moustaches to spark 
conversations and raise aware-
ness about men’s health issues. 

What started as a simple 
idea in Australia two decades 
ago has evolved into a power-
ful worldwide campaign tack-
ling some of the biggest health 
challenges faced by men 
today: prostate cancer, tes-
ticular cancer, mental health, 
and suicide prevention.

For more information or 
to get involved, visit www.
movember.com or look out for 
local events across the bor-
ough this November.

Welcome to  
Movember!

Chris Bair/Unsplash
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For full details or to request a copy, visit: 
newhambooks.co.uk

Good 
reads in 
Newham
The Newham Bookshop in Bark-

ing Road tells us these are the 
top sellers this month:

•	Quantum of Menace (local author, 
signed copies available) 
By Vaseem Khan

•	Eight: The Real Gazza Revealed for  
the First Time (signed copies available) 
By Paul Gascoigne

•	Nobody’s Girl  
By Virginia Roberts Giuffre

•	The Rose Field (The Book  
of Dust Volume Three) 
By Philip Pullman

•	The First Christmas 
By Jan Pienkowski

•	Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Partypooper 
(signed copies available) 
By Jeff Kinney

– Compiled by David Ceen, Newham Bookshop

LUCIA RIOS STEELE 
Friends of West Ham Park

Autumn is undeniably my fa-
vourite time of the year, the 
crisp morning air, the nights 

beginning to draw in and of course 
the brilliance of the leaves changing 
colours.

This year is set to be nothing short 
of spectacular! Forestry England has 
reported that the colours will be more 
vibrant and last longer than normal 
due to the hot summer weather and 
rainy September. 

Many tree species took that sum-
mer sun and produced more sugar 
in their leaves which is now being 
transformed into the brightest reds, 
coppers and oranges. It is the per-
fect time to get out and take a stroll 
through one of our neighborhood 
green spaces. We are spoiled for 
choice in Newham with the Olympic 
Park, West Ham Park, Wanstead Flats 
and more, directly on our doorstep.

 I went out for an autumn walk 
with my ten-year-old daughter to 

wonder at the colours, collect conk-
ers and spot scampering squirrels. 
It was just what we both needed at 
this busy point in the school term 
where everything seems to relent-
lessly chug along at pace; a moment 
to breath, time to linger and space to 
have a chat. 

She wandered through the grass 
collecting a beautiful posy of care-
fully selected leaves for their size, 
shape and of course colours. 

She looked up at me with a sharp, 
sudden realisation and practically 
shouted, ‘It’s going to be the leaf 
pile soon!’ My heart leapt with joy, 
she may be growing up fast but West 
Ham Park’s annual ‘Biggest Leaf Pile’ 
is still top of her list! Who doesn’t 
like to rake up the leaves, run with 
a wheelbarrow and flop in a pile of 
crunchy leaves? I know where we’ll 
be on Sunday, 16 November, why not 
come and join us! 

Newham’s Biggest Leaf Pile, 
West Ham Park, on 16 November is 
from 1.30-3pm, but be aware the 
date may change because a decent 

amount of leaf fall is needed for this 
event to be successful, so there is 
a possibility the date could be ear-
lier in November. Keep an eye on 
the social pages – facebook.com/
FriendsOfWestHamPark and insta-
gram.com/fwhp_e9

Amazing autumn – 2025 top year for leaves

A local pub with something for everyone is hard to find 
these days, but Phil Mellows has hit the jackpot

Beyond the bright multicultural 
bustle of East Ham High Street, 
heading south across Barking 

Road to the edge of Central Park, you’ll 
find the Red Lion. It’s a nice surprise, 
in these times of change, to find a re-
assuringly traditional-looking pub, 
tiled in a warm shade of red, and an 
ornate welcoming entrance.

It was built in 1841 and so quali-

fies as East Ham’s oldest surviving 
pub having survived the Blitz – not to 
mention all the subsequent redevelop-
ment around here. Some might know 
it better as The Hammers, a name it 
was given in 1960 when it was painted 
claret and blue to attract fans from the 
Boleyn Ground as West Ham United’s 
football fortunes rose.

After a period of closure, it was 

refurbished and reopened as the Red 
Lion once more. It’s now owned by 
Stonegate, Britain’s biggest pub com-
pany, and managed by Michele Foti.

Michele (the name is Italian and 
pronounced Me-kella) started working 
behind the bar when he moved to the 
area in 2020. It must have been quite a 
change from his previous job, at a pri-
vate members club in Mayfair which 
closed down in the pandemic, but his 
experience meant he was quickly pro-
moted to manager.

Under his stewardship, the Red Lion 
has thrived as a community hub. “It’s 
a family pub,” he says. “We’re quite a 
way from the station so our customers 
tend to be people from the surrounding 
streets, and we are very busy with par-
ties, especially in the summer.”

As well as the function room upstairs, 
the pub can accommodate 800 people in 
the garden out the back with its terrace 
of stagecoach-style cabins. The main 
bar has a DJ area, screens for Sky Sports, 
a pool table and a ‘dog bar’ with water 
and snacks for canine companions. 

Alongside a fairly standard offering 
on the taps, and a lively list of cock-
tails and shots, there’s a surprisingly 
extensive food menu that includes pub 
classics, as well as pizzas, burgers and 
wings, plus a new Asian menu at the 
weekends, and Sunday roasts, of course.

In short, it’s the kind of place that 
has something for everyone. And that’s 
exactly what a local pub should be.Image courtesy Phil Mellows

Image courtesy Lucia Rios Steele
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Beyond Impossible
This month Mickey Ambrose steps away 
from the crisis at West Ham United to 
celebrate the success of a man who is taking 
the boxing world by storm 

Something just happened 
in professional boxing 
that is totally sensational. 

It is so crazy that if a success-
ful writer took Fabio Ward-
ley’s story to Hollywood, they 
would have laughed and told 
them to chuck a couple of al-
iens into the script to make it 
more believable!

Fabio Wardley defeated 
Joseph Parker inside 11 rounds 
after a furious battle at the O2 
Arena in London on Saturday 
25 October and has now earned 
the right to fight undis-
puted heavyweight champion 
Oleksandr Usyk next as the 
mandatory challenger for the 
WBO belt. 

Fabio must have felt it was 
an impossible dream when he 
woke up the following morn-
ing. He knows that boxing is 
the hardest discipline and the 
heavyweight division is the 
hardest of them all. Each time 
you climb into the ring you are 
literally taking your life into 
your own hands.

You ‘play’ football, tennis, 
rugby, cricket and hockey, but 
nobody plays boxing. 

What happens inside the 
ropes is skilled combat and far 
too often these brave warriors 
pay the ultimate price, ask my 
friends Chris Eubank and Nigel 
Benn senior, who both faced 
difficult personal challenges at 
the end of their careers.

But on Saturday 25 October 
at the O2 Arena in London, 
Fabio Wardley climbed into 
the ring to fight Joseph Parker, 
a seasoned professional and 
amateur fighter from New 
Zealand. Joe is one of the nic-
est men that you could ever 
meet, a perfect gentleman, 

but inside the ring he is a 
skilled fighter that has seen 
him become a world champion 
and defeat legends of the sport 
such as Deontay Wilder, who 
many believe had the hardest 
single punch in boxing history.

One of the reasons that Fabio 
has progressed so quickly in 
boxing, is both bizarre and 

irrefutable. Boxing is a serious 
sport. Ninety nine per cent of 
all young fighters travel the 
tried and tested routes, of lac-
ing up their first gloves around 
5-7 years of age, going to a 
junior boxing club and if they 
are really-good, they reach the 
ABA Finals. I know because 
I’m one of them.

The best become amateur 
fighters just like my late ‘men-
tor’, relative Paul Dawson, a 
lovely man who I miss dearly. 
We would train in his makeshift 
gym at the bottom of his garden 
in Kent and he would ask which 
gloves I wanted – the big black 
ones or standard red ones. 

I would choose black think-
ing they were better and to the 
tune of Rocky we would begin 
sparring until he winded me!

Young boxers dream of ama-
teur glory and reaching an 
Olympic Finals, after which 
they turn professional. Take 
Oleksandr Usyk, the unde-
feated undisputed Heavyweight 
Champion of the World, and 
Fabio Wardley’s mandatory 
opponent. He had 350 amateur 
fights, winning 335 and los-
ing just 15. He achieved major 
victories including gold at the 
2012 London Olympics, the 2011 
World Championships, and the 
2008 European Championships.

By contrast Fabio started 
boxing at 21 and had no ama-

teur fights with just four 
White Collar fights before 
turning professional. Boxing 
likes contenders, it doesn’t 
like pretenders. 

Quite simply Fabio, with his 
four White Collar victories was 
an embarrassment, so every 
time he was matched, he was 
matched to lose. “Nice guy, but 
shouldn’t be here. Let’s get rid 
of Wardley and we can focus on 
real boxers and contenders”.

The problem was that nobody 
ever explained this properly 
to Fabio and he kept winning 
when he was always sup-
posed to lose. He has literally 
knocked out every man he has 
ever stepped into the ring with!

He is not the world’s best 
technical boxer, he doesn’t 
pretend to be. But he may 
have the greatest heart of any 
boxer, just like the film leg-
end ‘Rocky Balboa’ when he is 
hurt, he is dangerous and the 
boxing goes out of the win-
dow. Like an angry kid in the 
school playground, he stands 
there and beats them up. 

The fighters on the ropes 
expect a break, that he will 
take a step back or pause for 
half a second. Not Wardley, 
he will continue throwing the 
kitchen sink at them with every 
shot, until they are either on 
the canvas, or until the referee 
steps in to save his shocked 
and overwhelmed opponent.

Sometime next year, Fabio 
Wardley will reach the pinna-
cle of his impossible journey, 
when he climbs into the box-
ing ring, to fight possibly the 
greatest heavyweight in his-
tory, Oleksander Usyk. 

By doing so, he will carry 
the dreams and hopes of every 
under-privileged person on the 
planet. Those living in poverty 
and hardship, with disabilities, 
whose only constant compan-

ions are hunger and tears.
They will be urging Wardley 

to take the final step to the 
very pinnacle of the podium, 
for there is no greater individ-
ual accolade in professional 
sport than the undisputed 
Heavyweight Champion of the 
World. 

Should he pull off this seem-
ingly incredible feat, then he 
will light the fires in the bel-
lies of an entire generation. 
Who will begin to believe that 
they can also dream their own 
impossible dreams.

Wardley, aged 30 years, can 
cause a major upset against 
Usyk and beome the WBO 
Champion of the World. By 
the time the build-up is com-
pleted, this could quite sim-
ply become the most watched 
sporting event in history, not 
bad for a young man from 
Suffolk, but dreams can come 
true – I know because it hap-
pened to me when I met 
Pele, the football genius who 
became my friend.

Mickey Ambrose is a former 
Chelsea and Charlton player who 
lives in Stratford. 

KAYLA TROY

LutaPod, a women-led 
podcast supported by 
Newham-based chari-

ty Fight for Peace, is back for 
its second season, shining a 
light on what it means to be a 
woman in sport. 

Powered by young people 
and backed by Sport England, 
the podcast is a platform 
for straight-talking about 
lived experience and telling 
the untold stories of women 
navigating male-dominated 
sporting spaces like boxing 
and martial arts.

Launched in 2024 and pro-
duced in partnership with 
Fight for Peace’s Young 
Creative, Aladdin, the podcast 
amplifies the voices of women 
and girls, and aims to influ-
ence the wider perception of 
women in sport by helping 
break down barriers that pre-
vent young women from get-
ting, and staying active.

It’s no secret that the play-
ing field isn’t level, with just 
45 per cent of girls aged five–
16 meeting the recommended 
60 minutes of daily physical 
activity, compared to 51 per 
cent of boys. Despite progress 
in recent years, this gender 

Lutapod – giving voice 
to women in sport

gap shows we still have a 
long way to go, and reinforces 
why representation and visi-
bility matter. 

Leading the way are new 
podcast hosts Szilvia and 
Aniqa. Season Two builds on 
season one, continuing to 
highlight not just the prob-
lems, but providing wom-
en-led solutions. Catch up 
on LutaPod via the Fight for 
Peace YouTube channel, and 
follow @fightforpeace for 

updates on Instagram and 
LinkedIn.

Fight for Peace uses the 
power of combat sport com-
bined with education and 
personal development to 
inspire young people to be 
champions in the ring, and 
in life. The Young Creatives 
project provides young people 
with production experience 
by creating high-quality con-
tent for Fight for Peace.
fightforpeace.net

Fabio Wardley (centre). Image via Facebook

LutaPod hosts Szilvia and Aniqa ©Kayla Troy
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Divin Mubama made his debut for the 
England national U21 football team 
during a UEFA Euro U21 qualification 
game on 8 September. Divin, who is a 
former St Bons student, scored twice 
and was named Player of the Match 
during the U21 qualification game on 
10 October.England U21s are sched-
uled to play UEFA U21 Euro 2027 group 
qualifiers on 14 and 18 November
englandfootball.com 

West Ham United player Airidas 
Golambeckis and Liverpool player 
Rio Ngumoha, who are both from 
Newham, play for the England U19 
team. The team are scheduled to play 
UEFA U19 Euro 2026 qualifiers on 12 
and 15 November.
englandfootball.com 

West Ham United’s Beckton-based 
redeveloped community hub, The 
Foundry, officially opened on 14 Octo-
ber with a host of distinguished guests. 

West Ham United Vice-Chair 
Baroness Karren Brady was joined 
by Foundation CEO Joseph Lyons and 
100-plus invited guests, MPs, politi-
cal leaders, community partners, rep-
resentatives from the football world, 
club ambassadors, the men’s first 
team Head Coach Nuno Espirito Santo 
and the women’s team Head Coach 
Rehanne Skinner. 
whufc.com 

Every London Lions EuroCup basket-
ball home game in the 25/26 season 
will be broadcast live on their YouTube 
channel.
@LDNLions 

Free Dance classes take place on The 
Dance Floor at Sadler’s Wells East 
Stratford on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays from 1pm-2pm. Register 
at the Welcome Desk on arrival.
sadlerswells.com 

Former undisputed World Heavyweight 
Boxing Champion Lennox Lewis was a 
special online guest at The Legacy of 
Jack Leslie event, organised by West 
Ham United Foundation and Newham 
Voices Chief Reporter Neandra Etienne 
with support from Newham Council, 
on 24 October at The Foundry. 

The event included a questions and 
answers panel talk with Jack’s family 
and the Jack Leslie Campaign, digital 
presentation which included Newham 
past, present and future England 
players, display table and football 
activities for young people aged from 
14-18.

Jack, from Newham, was named in 
the England team on 6 October 1925. 
However when England played Ireland 
on 24 October Jack was not included 
in the team. He had been deselected 
to play because of his Black heritage.

Thanks to the Jack Leslie Campaign, 
Jack’s family was presented with his 
posthumous England cap in 2023.
jackleslie.co.uk 

EFL League Two side Shrewsbury 
Town has announced the arrival of 
striker Chuks Aneke, who is from 
Newham. He scored his first goal dur-
ing the team’s game against MK Dons 
in September.
@caneke10 

Black Girls Do Run is an England Ath-
letics affiliated grassroots commu-
nity running club founded by runner 
Tasha Thompson in 1999. The dates 
for the Stratford run are 10 and 24 
November, more details can be found 
on their website. 
blackgirlsdorun.co.uk

London Pulse Netball welcomed 
25 teams to the 2025 London Pulse 
Corporate Cup at the Copper Box Arena 
in October. Imperial Corporate Events 
are the Mixed Teams Cup winners and 
Barclays are the Female Teams Cup 
winners.

London Pulse Netball has announced 
their 2026 fixtures which will also all 
take place at the Copper Box Arena. 
londonpulsenetball.com 

Dates and times of all games and events are 
subject to change. Please email your sports 
news, games and fixtures to neandra.
etienne@newhamvoices.co.uk

Compiled by Neandra Etienne

Belief in the idea that sport is for 
everyone is the key to the success 
of SEN Sports, a club that creates 

inclusive, accessible sports opportunities 
for children and young people with spe-
cial educational needs and disabilities.

West Ham and Beckton MP James 
Asser visited SEN Sports in October 
and met with children, parents, and 
coaches. He saw firsthand how the 
club helps build confidence, social 
skills, and wellbeing through sport. 

SEN Sports Ltd runs weekly sessions 
at Forest Gate Community School where 
every child, regardless of ability, has 
the chance to be active, learn new skills, 
and belong to a positive community. 

Champion! Everyone’s 
a winner at SEN Sports

Mr Asser said the activity is funded 
by Access Sport. “I’m keen to see more 
options like this across Newham,” he 
said. As demand continues to grow, 
SEN Sports is now seeking longer-term 
funding to ensure these opportunities 
remain accessible to local families. 

There’s also a special event in the 
November calendar when there will be 
an inclusive competition day for the 
SEN sports community on the 22nd, 
from 11am to 4pm at the Lee Valley 
Indoor Athletics Centre, Lee Valley 
Athletics Centre, N9 0AR 

Visit www.sen-sports.com or follow 
@sensportsclub on Instagram.

SPORTS SHORTS

Clarification
In last month’s issue the Sally Tully 
photo should have been correctly 
credited to Sarah Tully.

Divin Mubama ©FA

London Pulse ©Hayley

James Asser at SEN Sports
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WE NEED YOUR HELP

•	 We have NO shareholders 
•	 We have NO wealthy backers 
•	 We are run by a small but dedicated team  

as part of a not-for-profit community  
interest company 

•	 We hold authority to account, expose  
scandals, highlight inequality, promote  
good causes, and provide a platform  
for local people 

•	 Every penny of income from Newham Voices helps 
us deliver more journalism in Newham

•	 Currently, we are just about able to cover the paper’s 
costs (design, printing  and distribution). 

•	 Our editorial team is entirely voluntary and in 
future, we would like to create paid jobs for aspiring 
local journalists.

•	 We currently have 36 supporters who contribute 
regularly, but we need more!

Give us a break! To support Newham Voices, use this paypal  
link: bit.ly/giveNVabreak. Contact us for bank details.

Can you help us? Our membership scheme has many different options depending on your 
ability to contribute. Rewards include having a copy of the paper posted to you every month. 
Local businesses and charities can also sign up and access discounts on advertising.

Find out more at: newhamvoices.co.uk/membership

OUR CURRENT MEMBERS
Aruthy A, Adesola Fani-Kayode, Hans Beck, Tee Fabikun, Jean Gray, John Gray, Norbert Lieckfeldt, Jane Lofthouse, Ronan O’Brien, Florian Schmal, 

Christoph Peters, Victoria Parkinson, Amin Rahman, Richard Stevenson, Richard Stubbs, Patrick White, Lee Woodyear, Maureen Wood, Robbie Judkins, 
Ann-Marie Ashton, Robbie Judkins, Daphne Stedman, Carlton Lubowa, Jared Shurin, Claire Pattie, Alice Povel Gillham, Maksymilian Mika,  L Brown, 

Juliet Allen, Richard Stevenson, Judith Greenway, Jane Lofthouse, Ben Whitelaw, Laura Glendinning, Paul Dawson, Shirley Biro, Wenty’s Tropical Foods, 
David Ceen, John Whitworth, Ian Macdonald, Abdul Aziz Hafezi, Maureen Wood, Lorraine Cezair-Phillip, Tawanda Nyabango, Ruth Wareing
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